Presbyterian Church of Henderson
Worship Service 10:00 AM
March 20, 2022
Experiencing Lent Series
Ringing of the Bell
Welcome and Announcements
• With deep sadness, Pat Harvey died last Sunday morning and was promoted to
the church triumphant. A Celebration of Life Service will occur tomorrow,
Monday, at 11:00am here at the Presbyterian CHurch. The Presbyterian Women
will be offering a light reception following the service. Everyone is invited.
• Bob and Ruth are great grand parents to Kolson Tyler Clum. Born to Tayler,
March 18. However, he was born 14 weeks early. Please pray for God watch
care over the baby.
• One Great Hour of Sharing offering will be collected on Palm Sunday. This
offering goes toward Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Self-Development of
People, and Presbyterian Hunger Program.
• The next Lenten service and luncheon will be at Henderson First United
Methodist Church this Wednesday, March 23rd at noon.
• Let’s “Strike" Up Some Fun!! On Sunday, March 27th after worship service we
will be “rolling" out to the new bowling alley in Henderson. Meet at Diamond
Lanes Echo (1698 2nd Street - East Gate Shopping Center, 212-1697) @
12noon. They have pizza and drinks there that you can order for lunch. You
“gutter” come and join in the fun!
• CANDY FOR EASTER EGG HUNT If you would like to donate any candy or small
treats to put in the plastic eggs for our church Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday,
please bring them to the church kitchen and place in the plastic bin. And, if you
are able to help fill them the week before Easter, contact Cynthia.
• Hey Kids!… Come to church during the Sundays in Lent and collect a different
colorful Easter egg each time you come. It will be so “egg”citing to have all 6
of them to decorate your room for Easter.
• CHANCEL CHOIR The Handbell Choir will meet this Wednesday, March 23rd at
6:15 pm. The Chancel Choir will not meet this week.
• ZOOM STUDY Everyone is welcome to join our series Experiencing Lent on
Mondays at 7:00 pm. This series will help us prepare our hearts for Easter.
Meeting ID: 984 3627 7403, Passcode: 500727
• MARSHA’S PLACE PREGNANCY CARE CENTER is hosting a “Night for Life” on
March 24th from 6:00 to 8:00 pm at Zion Baptist Church, 8158 State Route
351 East, Henderson. Appetizers and Desserts will be served. You can RSVP or
find more information at Marshasplaceprc/org/events.
• THESE DAYS DEVOTIONALS The new These Days devotionals for April, May
and June are available now and can be picked up in the back of the sanctuary.
• Christian Community Outreach The requested need for March is bar soap.
Organ Prelude

Kristin Jones, Director of Music

*Call to Worship
Everyone who thirsts:
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Come to the waters, seek the Lord, repent and return so that you may
live.
All who are hungry for righteousness:
Come to the waters, seek the Lord, repent and return so that you may
live.
All who need the help of God:
Come to the waters, seek the Lord, repent and return so that you may
live.
*Hymn
PH 488 “The God of Abraham Praise”
1 The God of Abraham praise,
Who reigns enthroned above;
The ancient of eternal days,
The God of Love!
The Lord, the great I Am,
By earth and heaven confessed,
We bow before Your holy name,
Forever blest.
2 Your spirit still flows free,
High surging where it will;
In prophet's word You spoke of old
And You speak still.
Established is Your law,
And changeless it shall stand,
Deep writ upon the human heart,
On sea, or land.
3 You have eternal life
Implanted in the soul;
Your love shall be our strength and stay,
While ages roll.
We praise You, living God!
We praise Your holy name;
The first, the last, beyond all thought,
And still the same!
*Call to Confession
The Scriptures call us to turn from sinful ways and return to God, who offers
mercy and pardon. Trusting in that mercy, let us call upon God who is near.
*Prayer of Confession
(unison)
Holy God, we confess that we have grown complacent in our response
to you. You set before us a rich feast of blessing, but we are drawn to
lesser things that cannot satisfy. You call us to attend to urgent needs
in the world, but we indulge our own desires. Our ways are not your
ways; our thoughts do not ascend to your thoughts. Forgive us when
we fall short of your claim upon our lives. Disturb our complacency and
quicken our desire for a more fruitful life. Be patient, we pray, as we
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amend who we are, in the hope of becoming who you intend us to be.
We ask this in the name of our Savior, your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
God’s love is sure and steadfast, always providing a way out, a way through, a
way back to God.
Through the waters of baptism, we have died with Christ and are raised
with him. With gratitude, in faith, we will walk the way of Christ.
*Gloria Patri (PH 579)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.
*Passing the Peace
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you!
And also with you!
Let us share with one another a sign of Christ’s Peace.
Please turn and bow to someone out of respect and love— “The peace of Christ
be with you”
Prayer for Illumination
We seek you in your word, O God, as though we are searching for water in a
dry and weary land. By the power of your Holy Spirit, may this word be to us a
rich feast, satisfying the soul. Then with our mouths, we will praise you; and
with our lives, we will bless you, our Host and our Hope. Amen.
First Reading
Psalm 51:1-12
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to
your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my
iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin
is ever before me. Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil
in your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you
pass judgment. Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived
me.
You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my
secret heart. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall
be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you
have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my
iniquities.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from
me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.
Choir Anthem

“Abide With Me” arr. Moses Hogan

Second Reading
1 John 1:5-2:2
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God
is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship
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with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true;
but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a
liar, and his word is not in us.
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but
also for the sins of the whole world.
Children’s Sermon

Pastor Eric

SERMON
“Experiencing Lent: Repentance”
1 John 1:5-2:2
• Christian author and motivational speaker Tony Compallo describes one of his
favorite Kierkegaard stories, The Parable of the Ducks:
• Once there was a town where only ducks live. Every Sunday the ducks waddled
out of their houses and waddled down Main Street to their church. They
waddled into the sanctuary and squat down in their proper pews. The duck
choir would waddle in and takes its place, then the duck minister would come
forward and open his duck Bible. He would read to them: 'Ducks! God has given
you wings! With wings you can fly! With wings you can mount up and soar like
eagles. No walls can confine you! No fences can hold you! You have wings and
you can fly like birds!'
• All the ducks would shout, 'Amen!' And then they would all waddle home.
• In the same way, the church is similar.
• We hear our potential in Christ.
• We agree with the declarations about a life of faith, but in the end, we do not
act upon what we have heard.
• We do not make the commitment to the life in Christ where we can sore on
eagles wings to become a part of God’s redemptive plan for the world.
• We simply say, “Amen!” and continue on life as we always have.
• The season of Lent is a time to stop and press reset, and spend time focusing
our relationship with God and upon the things God calls us to do.
• Today we begin mini series on Experiencing Lent where we will be looking at
some basic disciplines to help us focus on the meaning of the death and
resurrection.
• At the end of each sermon there will be a little exercise or challenge to practice
each discipline this Lent.
• Some of us started earlier in the series on Monday nights with Fasting, the
second week was about Solitude and Silence, this week we come to the topic of
Repentance.
1. Understand the Nature of God
5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is
light and in him there is no darkness at all.
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• From the beginning of 1 John, John writes, “That which was from the beginning,
which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon
and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life”
• What John writes comes straight from his personal experience with God
through His Son, Jesus Christ.
• It is a message from his experience that he proclaims to this community and to
the whole world.
• “God is light, and in him there is no darkness at all.”
• What does he mean by that?
• In the OT back in Genesis 1:3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there
was light.”
• David Jackman writes, “Here is the earliest expression of the nature and will of
the Creator. God’s words execute his purposes; both words and actions together
reveal his character. The God who creates begins with light, as the primary
expression of his own eternal being. And from this everything else grows.
Without that light there would be no plant or animal life; no growth, no activity,
no beauty would be possible. All creation owes not only its existence, but its
sustenance, to the God who is light, and the Christ who declared himself to be
the light of the world.”
• God is the God who give us light by which all life is sustained.
• John is affirming this life giving quality of God!
• Exodus 13:21 The LORD went in front of them in a pillar of cloud by day, to
lead them along the way, and in a pillar of fire by night, to give them light, so
that they might travel by day and by night.
• God illumines and offers guidance.
• God creates, reveals, grows, illumines, and God guides.
• There is absolutely no darkness in God
• Another major significance of God as light in Scripture is as a picture of his
perfect moral righteousness, his flawless holiness.
• The perfect holiness of God offers to His people ethical direction rather than
condoning lawless or harmful acts like the other gods of the day.
• Beginning of repentance is acknowledging the absolute holiness of God, and
allowing that light to shine in our lives.
• C. S. Lewis’s comments that we believe the sun has risen not because we see
it, but because by it we see everything else.
• In the same way, the God whom we cannot see offers us his light, and because
of it God’s light dispels the darkness revealing what is often hidden in every
nook and cranny of our lives.
• EX: Stephen Hawking and John Lennox (professor of Math at Oxford) were
preparing for a debate at Cambridge. A reporter from the Times asked
Hawking for a comment on religion and he responded with, "Religion is a fairy
story for people afraid of the dark." Being fair, the reporter turned to Lennox
and asked him for a comment on atheism and he commented, "Atheism is a
fairy story for people afraid of the light.”
• John says, “God is light and in him there is no darkness at all”
• The nature of God is perfect, holy, and just and God calls us out of the
corruption of the world to strive for a life better than the world around us.
2. Avoid Deception and Secret Sin
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6 If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness,
we lie and do not do what is true;
• The word for “fellowship” is the Greek word “koinonia” which means here
means close association, communion, participation.
• Fellowship is with the Father, and the Son, Jesus Christ.
• Simon Kistemaker says, “But fellowship also means intimately sharing in the
full light of God’s presence. Nothing is hidden in the brilliance of divine
revelation. In God is absolutely no darkness and no need to hide anything.”
• But yet we do!
• John writes, “If we say we have fellowship yet walk in darkness, we lie and do
not do what it true.”
• The person who refuses to set his life in harmony with God’s will cannot claim
to have fellowship with God.
• John calls them liars.
• They fluently speak “Christianese” on the outside, but inwardly there is a secret
life of satisfying the desires of their sinful nature.
• They profess to live for God, but their deeds prove to be incompatible with their
words.
• In the gospel of John, he illumines this type of behavior—
• John 3:19-21 And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world,
and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For
all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds
may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it
may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”
• If we are honest with ourselves, we deceive others by harboring our secret sins.
• John says we walk in darkness and the truth is not in us!!!!
• Thankfully, God’s light exposes the darkness.
• And repentance must begin with God’s light shining into the dark places of our
lives.
• Notice in the next verse, John does not categorically call these people “they”
but he uses “we” meaning that everyone of us susceptible to this duality or
deception of secret sin in our lives.
7 but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
• When the Christian walks in the light, two things happen:
1. We have genuine “koinonia” with one another
- In a world where people do not naturally trust one another, genuine
Christian community that lives in the radiance of God’s light and reflects
God’s virtues and glory has much to offer to the world.
2. The blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
- When we walk in the light, have fellowship with God, and are cleansed from
every sin.
- The verb for purified is in the present tense implying a continuous and
progressive action.
- It includes the initial purification when a believer first places their faith in
Jesus Christ, but it includes a progressive purification so that we can be
transformed into the likeness of Jesus.
• Does this mean we lose our salvation when we sin? NO!!!
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• EX: Story of a carpet cleaner who loved to sell their special pet urine removal
process. The way he did it was by taking a high intensity black light to show the
damage pet urine has done to the owner’s carpet. They would draw the shades
in the house and walk around with the black light and find how much dried
urine was found on walls, speakers, drapes, and carpet. The moment the owner
saw how much urine was found in the house, they would often say things like,
“I don’t care how much it costs, but to clean it up!” Another owner said, “I will
never be comfortable in my home again!”
• Friends when sin is hidden in our lives, it takes the light of God to reveal the
ugly sin and stains in our lives so that Jesus can do the work of the needed
housecleaning.
• How does this cleansing work happen?
3. Confess our Sins
9 If we confess our sins,
• Notice the first word here, IF.
• First, there needs to be a recognition of the sin in our lives
- This is done through the light of God in our lives
- When God shines his black light on all the spots we normally choose to
ignore
• Secondly, there needs to be a humble confession of our sins.
• EX: This is could be best understood through the dynamics of maintaining
healthy relationships within our marriages or in our homes.
- If I get called out for a particular offense like saying a hurtful phrase.
- I could react by quickly saying, “SORRRRY” or flippantly say, “My Bad!”
- Or I could empathize the pain I have caused the other person, and with full
acknowledgement and humility, apologize.
• Confession with God is the same way.
• It is not simply a trite, get through this awkward time in your life with a pitiful,
little apology, but a plea for forgiveness with full acknowledgement and
humility.
• Confession is acknowledgment but also experiencing God’s grace.
• Re-read, Psalm 51, when king David abused his power by committing adultery
with Bathsheba, and eventually killing her husband to cover up the fact that she
was with child.
he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
• Each Christian is responsible to acknowledge whatever the light makes us
aware of, and when acknowledgment is articulated, a complete and perfect
cleansing is granted him.
• In King David’s situation, the light of God did not shine in his heart until a year
later.
• Then John’s text continues by repeating himself summarizing what he has said
earlier:
10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in
us.
• The only reason I see John repeating himself is because of the reality of
deceitfulness and how the Word of God is not within us.
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• By the way, the black light of God revealing nature is often times through the
word of God.
2:1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; 2 and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but
also for the sins of the whole world.
• John then lovingly emphasizes the importance of not having sin in our lives.
• Then he focuses upon the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ to forgive us and the
world of hall our sin.
• This is radically different from the mentality of the Old Testament where the
gods are watching, and if you do wrong, people need to appease the angry or
offended divinity to have their sins forgiven.
• John strongly emphasizes that Jesus’ atoning death is effective not only for the
sins of his own heart but also the community and sins of the whole world.
4. Turn Around (Acts 3:19 - Think Differently)
Acts 3:19 Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out,
20 so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,
• In the New Testament, repentance is tied to the idea of going in a new
direction.
• The Greek word translated as repentance is “metanoia,” which means “to
change one’s mind.”
• Repentance is changing one’s mind by turning away from sin, which is the
attitudes and behaviors that hurt our relationship with God.
• The idea is that we turn from sin and cling to God so that our sins are “wiped
out!”
• ILL: In Seattle, at the Pike Place Market, there is a famous gum wall.
• Here are a few pictures.

• In 2015, the Seattle PI writes,
- For the first time in 20 years, Pike Place Market's famous gum wall is getting
a scrub down.
- According to a news release from Pike Place Market Preservation &
Development Authority, the beloved attraction in Post Alley will be steam
cleaned starting Nov. 10. The gum wall has grown to 8-feet high and more
than 54-feet wide, with approximately 150 pieces of gum per brick.
- The cleaning is needed because the sugar in the gum is starting to erode the
surface of the bricks. By some accounts, an estimated 1 million gum wads
cover the wall.
• In 2015 the wall is being cleansed for the third time.
• The Pike Place Market Facebook page posts the Gum Wall saying, "I have to
admit, after 20 years, I'm feeling a little icky, sticky and in desperate need of a
good scrubbing to make me sparkle again.”
• ISW: sin has a way of eroding us, the temple of God, but if we confess our sin,
and repent/turn away from the sin in our lives, God is faith and just and will
forgive us from our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
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• Since this is the season of Lent, every week we will have a little challenge.
• This comes from the videos of our Monday Zoom study during Lent where each
week there is a a Lent challenge.
• The challenge this week is to set aside 30 minutes to engage in the discipline of
repentance.
• Ask God, in your own words, to shine His light into your life and help you to see
things for what they really are.
• You might want to think about how you are living up to God standards: how are
you following the 10 commandments, or being a person of love?
• As we journey forward in our season of Lent, I pray that God will draw you
closer to him and that you experience “the times of refreshing” as you practice
repentance before God.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Understand the Nature of God
Avoid Deception and Secret Sin
Confess our Sins
Turn Around

*Hymn
PH 84 “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”
1 In the cross of Christ I glory,
Towering o’er the wrecks of time;
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime.
2 When the woes of life o’ertake me,
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me:
Lo! it glows with peace and joy.
3 When the sun of bliss is beaming
Light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming
Adds more luster to the day.
4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,
By the cross are sanctified;
Peace is there that knows no measure,
Joys that through all time abide.
Offering
Disciples of Jesus, children of God, we often spend our money on that which is
not true bread, and labor toward things that will never satisfy. In our offering,
we give to things that are of God: bread for the hungry, good news for those
who are oppressed, the ministries of the church that welcome strangers and
sons and daughters alike. We bring before God a portion of all that God has so
freely given to us.
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessing flow. Praise Him all creatures here below.
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Praise him above the heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
*Prayer of Dedication
God of wilderness and Promised Land, in days of want and in days of plenty you
have been with us. By these gifts we now share, may others know of your
providence and care. Send us—not only our offerings, but our very selves—to
console and comfort, to lift up and reach out, to listen and sit beside your
children everywhere at the one Table you have set; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
*Affirmation of Faith
(Apostle’s Creed)
Minister:
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, what do you believe?
All:
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
• Family of Pat Harvey in the passing of Pat Harvey. Pray for the service
tomorrow at 11:00am.
•
God of generous provision, we are grateful for the many ways you care for us
and provide for the needs of your people. In word, water, bread, and wine, you
nourish and sustain us. When we listen to you, we encounter delight, and when
we come to you, we live most fully.
Sometimes we find ourselves in a dry and weary land … In places torn apart by
war, where the earth itself has been ravaged; where hospitals and homes and
corner stores have been reduced to rubble; where human lives have been
destroyed and deformed; where peace lies in the ruins and hope is buried. O
God, raise peace among us again. Build hope up from the ground. Restore in us
and in the world’s leaders the will and determination to make an end of war and
a new beginning in peace.
Sometimes we find ourselves in a dry and weary land … When we are lost,
unable to find our way to a place that is home for us; when we are sad and
weighed down with regret or grief; when we are tired or sick in body, mind, or
spirit. O God, provide water in the desert and manna in the wilderness—enough
to sustain us for one more day, even enough to revive us for the long haul.
Sometimes we find ourselves in the rich feast of your presence … We give
thanks for the gift of healing after injury or illness; for laughter that bubbles up
to replace our tears; for hope that spills its soothing light over the darkness of
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our despair. O God, we thank you for the gift of wholeness and resurrection
promised to us in Jesus Christ.
Sometimes we find ourselves in the rich feast of your presence … We enjoy the
relief of forgiveness given and received; we enjoy a breach in walls of division;
our own hearts are enlarged and our own vision is broadened by new
understanding; we welcome a prodigal home or are ourselves welcomed home
again. O God, we thank you that you are reconciling all things in heaven and on
earth.
Be patient with us, we pray, in the varied landscapes of our lives. Make us
patient with one another and even with ourselves. Do your good work within
us, among us, and beyond us, too, until our lives and all of creation come fully
into your realm. You, who so generously provide, deserve our praise, our
grateful praise, and now, with confidence as children of God, let us pray:
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the
Power, and the Glory forever. Amen.
*Hymn
PH 540 “God Be With You Till We Meet Again”
1 God be with you till we meet again;
Loving counsels guide, uphold you,
With a Shepherd's care enfold you:
God be with you till we meet again.
2 God be with you till we meet again;
Unseen wings protecting hide you,
Daily manna still provide you:
God be with you till we meet again.
3 God be with you till we meet again;
When life’s perils thick confound you;
Put unfailing arms around you:
God be with you till we meet again.
4 God be with you till we meet again;
Keep love’s banner floating o’er you,
Strike death’s threatening wave before you:
God be with you till we meet again.
*Benediction
The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you,
and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give
you peace both now and evermore.
*Organ Postlude

(please be seated for the postlude)
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