Presbyterian Church of Henderson
Worship Service 10:00 AM
October 24, 2021
Life of Apostle Paul Series
Ringing of the Bell
Welcome and Announcements
Organ Prelude

Kristin Jones, Director of Music

*Call to Worship
I will bless the Lord at all times,
God’s praise will continually be in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the Lord,
let the humble hear and be glad.
O magnify the Lord with me,
let us exalt God’s name together!
*Hymn
PH 482 “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty”
1 Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near;
Praise Him in glad adoration!
2 Praise ye the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth,
Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen how thy desires ever have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?
3 Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him.
Let the Amen sound from His people again,
Gladly for aye we adore Him.
*Call to Confession
Let us confess our sins to God, who alone has the power to save and waits in mercy to
forgive.
*Prayer of Confession
(unison)
Merciful God, we have not been humble. We have discouraged others from
seeking you. We have not sought your wisdom. Forgive us, O God, and teach
us to boast only of you. Help us to celebrate when others seek after you. Give
us the light of your wisdom and ways, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
People of God, the Lord hears, forgives, and saves. Therefore, be reconciled to one
another and walk humbly before God.
*Gloria Patri (PH 579)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.
*Passing the Peace
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you!
And also with you!
Let us share with one another a sign of Christ’s Peace.
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Please turn and bow to someone out of respect and love—
“The peace of Christ be with you”
Prayer for Illumination
Dear God, let us not only hear of you but see you with our own eyes through your
Word. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
First Reading
Psalm 34:1-8
I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul
makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and be glad. O magnify the LORD with
me, and let us exalt his name together.
I sought the LORD, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears. Look to
him, and be radiant; so your faces shall never be ashamed. This poor soul cried, and was
heard by the LORD, and was saved from every trouble. The angel of the LORD encamps
around those who fear him, and delivers them.
O taste and see that the LORD is good; happy are those who take refuge in him.
Anthem.

“God is So Good” arr. John Coates

Second Reading
Acts 14:8-28
In Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet and had never walked,
for he had been crippled from birth. He listened to Paul as he was speaking. And Paul,
looking at him intently and seeing that he had faith to be healed, said in a loud voice,
“Stand upright on your feet.” And the man sprang up and began to walk. When the
crowds saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, “The gods
have come down to us in human form!” Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they
called Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. The priest of Zeus, whose temple
was just outside the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates; he and the crowds
wanted to offer sacrifice. When the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore
their clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shouting, “Friends, why are you doing
this? We are mortals just like you, and we bring you good news, that you should turn
from these worthless things to the living God, who made the heaven and the earth and
the sea and all that is in them. In past generations he allowed all the nations to follow
their own ways; yet he has not left himself without a witness in doing good—giving you
rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, and filling you with food and your hearts with
joy.” Even with these words, they scarcely restrained the crowds from offering sacrifice
to them.
But Jews came there from Antioch and Iconium and won over the crowds. Then they
stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. But when
the disciples surrounded him, he got up and went into the city. The next day he went
on with Barnabas to Derbe.
After they had proclaimed the good news to that city and had made many disciples,
they returned to Lystra, then on to Iconium and Antioch. There they strengthened the
souls of the disciples and encouraged them to continue in the faith, saying, “It is
through many persecutions that we must enter the kingdom of God.” And after they
had appointed elders for them in each church, with prayer and fasting they entrusted
them to the Lord in whom they had come to believe.
Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. When they had spoken
the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia. From there they sailed back to Antioch,
where they had been commended to the grace of God for the work that they had
completed. When they arrived, they called the church together and related all that God
had done with them, and how he had opened a door of faith for the Gentiles. And they
stayed there with the disciples for some time.
Children’s Sermon

Walt Dickinson
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SERMON
“Reactions to the Good News of Jesus Christ”
Acts 14:8-28
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

The other day, I received a flu shot.
At the end, I received a piece of paper that told me the “Risks of a Vaccine Reaction”
Under this heading was the side effects:
- Soreness, redness, and swelling where the shot is given, fever, muscle aches, and
headache can happen after influenza vaccination.
- If there is a serious problem call 911
When Paul and Barnabas was sent out from the early church in Antioch, I wonder if
anyone warned them of the possible risks of sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ?
What are the side effects from being a proclaimer of the gospel?
Did anyone prepare the first missionary team about what to expect? I wonder if they
knew the risks, if they would have went anyway? Would you have gone?
Based upon this text, these are the effects of the gospel of Jesus Christ as Paul visited
his last two cities.

1. Confusion
8 In Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet and had never walked, for
he had been crippled from birth. 9 He listened to Paul as he was speaking.

•
•
•
•

Notice that the writer does not say they went into the synagogue as the normal
pattern.
It could be possible that in this new territory there were no Jewish synagogues for the
missional team to visit first.
Paul and Barnabas went into a public square or what the Greeks called the “agora” or
they went to the market place to speak about Jesus.
Since Lystra is un-excavated, here is what an ancient agora looks like. It was a public
building. The next slide is an ancient marketplace to buy goods.

•

So the missionary team go to a public place and begin to preach and teach the Good
News of Jesus where this crippled man listened and intently at what Paul wads
speaking.
And Paul, looking at him intently and seeing that he had faith to be healed, 10 said in a
loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” And the man sprang up and began to walk.
• Paul perceived this man had faith to be healed so he healed him.
11 When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language,
“The gods have come down to us in human form!”
• Paul and Barnabas did not know the language they were speaking, and they did not
understand what they were saying.
• But Luke gives us a translation, “The gods have come down to us in human form.”
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-

There was a local legend that Zeus and Hermes had once visited the area, disguised
as ordinary men.
- They were looking for somewhere to stay, but a thousand homes turned them
away.
- Finally, one poor elderly couple made them welcome.
- In response, the gods turned their home into a temple, with a roof of gold, and
columns of marble.
- They appointed the elderly couple to be a priest and priestess, and instead of dying,
they became trees.
- Then the gods destroyed the homes of all the people who'd turned them away.
• So when Paul healed the lame man, the people of Lystra remembered the legend, and
thought that Zeus and Hermes had come back to their town.
• Now remember when Paul and Barnabas performed signs and miracles it was to testify
that the truth of the message of the gospel came from God.
• It was like God’s rubber stamp that this is God’s message.
• However the response of the city to the Good News of Jesus Christ was quite unusual.
• The people of Lystra immediately felt that Paul and Barnabas were the Greek gods
Zeus and Hermes.
• Since they did not want to make the gods angry again, they began worship Paul and
Barnabas.
12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes, because he was the chief
speaker. 13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought oxen and
garlands to the gates; he and the crowds wanted to offer sacrifice.
• Notice the contrast in the response of this town to Paul and Barnabas.
• Being mistreated because of the gospel in the previous towns, now they are being
treated like Gods where the townspeople wanted to offer sacrifices.
14 When the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their clothes and rushed
out into the crowd, shouting,
• Then Paul and Barnabas tore their clothes it was a sign of deep emotional turmoil.
• Even though this was a Jewish practice, it was also familiar in the Greco-Roman world.
15 “Friends, why are you doing this? We are mortals just like you, and we bring you good
news, that you should turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made the
heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them. 16 In past generations he
allowed all the nations to follow their own ways; 17 yet he has not left himself without a
witness in doing good—giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, and filling you
with food and your hearts with joy.”
• But what is interesting Paul is not talking to a Jewish audience, but he is speaking to a
Gentile audience who worshipped pagan gods.
• It seems clear that Paul had to explain the basic truths of about the living God, and he
cannot assume his audience had any knowledge about God and His works.
• In his speech, Paul emphasizes that God is the creator and sustainer of the universe,
and the gods they worship are inanimate objects in contrast to the living God who
created the universe.
18 Even with these words, they scarcely restrained the crowds from offering sacrifice to
them.
• The people of the town did not understand.
• They were CONFUSED and only wanted to offer sacrifices to them anyway.
1. Confusion
2. Hatred
19 But Jews came there from Antioch and Iconium and won over the crowds. Then they
stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. 20 But when
the disciples surrounded him, he got up and went into the city. The next day he went on
with Barnabas to Derbe.
• Angry Jews from the two previous cities tracked Paul and Barnabas down to Lystra,
and convinced the crowds that they were not gods but only impostors.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Their argument was so convincing that the town turned from the posture of worship to
a posture of hatred by picking up stones to inflict harm.
The stoning that had been plotted in Iconium had now taken place in Lystra.
The angry mob began to throw stones at Paul.
One of the stones hurled at Paul knocked him unconscious which made him appear to
be dead, and the townspeople dragged him outside of the city.
Surrounded by believers that tended to him, Paul was eventually able to stand, and he
was brought back into the city (probably under cover of night), and left the next
morning to Derbe.
So with a possible concussion, and bruises from the stones that hit him, Paul felt the
side effects of preaching the gospel to the city of Lystra.
Paul experienced deep hatred as a side effect of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
Derbe was about 60 miles away which probably took about 2-3 days.

1. Confusion
2. Hatred
3. Perseverance
21 After they had proclaimed the good news to that city and had made many disciples,
they returned to Lystra, then on to Iconium and Antioch.
• Paul and Barnabas could have crossed over the mountain rage to go to his hometown
in Tarsus, but the Lord led these men to go back to the cities where they escaped to
locate the new believers so that they could strengthen them in their faith.

22 There they strengthened the souls of the disciples and encouraged them to continue in
the faith, saying, “It is through many persecutions that we must enter the kingdom of
God.” 23 And after they had appointed elders for them in each church, with prayer and
fasting they entrusted them to the Lord in whom they had come to believe.
• When Paul and Barnabas went back to the cities they visited, their goal was to
strengthen and encourage the new believers.
• When he says, “It is through many persecutions that we must enter the kingdom of
God,” Paul in essence saying the same pattern of suffering and glory exemplified in
Jesus’ life must be theirs as well if they are to know the full measure of the reign of
God in their lives.
• Another significant part of their work in returning to these cities, was to appoint elders.
• This is word for elders is “presbuterous” where we get our word Presbyterian or ruled
by elders.
• This important appointment by Paul and Barnabas was to continue the teaching and
offer some kind of leadership to their gatherings.
• Can you imagine, for these young churches to be admonished to suffer in the same
way Jesus did?
• Young believers are vary impressionable and could easily be replaced by the some
other god, but to endure suffering because of their association with Jesus, develops a
kind of passion, commitment and perseverance that Paul wanted each of these people
in these cities to have.
1. Confusion
2. Hatred
3. Perseverance
4. Celebration
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24 Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. 25 When they had spoken
the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia. 26 From there they sailed back to Antioch,
where they had been commended to the grace of God for the work that they had
completed. 27 When they arrived, they called the church together and related all that God
had done with them, and how he had opened a door of faith for the Gentiles. 28 And they
stayed there with the disciples for some time.
• Paul and Barnabas took the same route on their return home to strengthen believers
and establish leadership.
• On their return home, which was probably over a year, and the text says, “commended
to the grace of God for the work that they had completed.”
• They basically called the church together, told their stories, and celebrated God who
had sent them out to communicate the gospel and finally returned home.
• Most of all, they celebrated all the positive responses to their message, how they were
able to strengthen new believers in every city, and left leadership in place to continue
their faith.
•
•

The fundamental reason why a person takes the flu shot is: to not get the flu.
In the same way, the fundamental reason Paul and Barnabas was sent on their first
missionary journey was: to share the Good News of Jesus to the ends of the earth.

*Hymn
PH 392 “Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord”
1 Take Thou our minds, dear Lord, we humbly pray;
Give us the mind of Christ each passing day;
Teach us to know the truth that sets us free;
Grant us in all our thoughts to honor Thee.
2 Take Thou our hearts, O Christ, they are Thine own;
Come Thou within our souls and claim Thy throne;
Help us to shed abroad Thy deathless love;
Use us to make the earth like heaven above.
3 Take Thou our wills, Most High! Hold Thou full sway;
Have in our inmost souls Thy perfect way;
Guard Thou each sacred hour from selfish ease;
Guide Thou our ordered lives as Thou dost please.
4 Take Thou ourselves, O Lord, heart, mind, and will;
Through our surrendered souls Thy plans fulfill.
We yield ourselves to Thee—-time, talents, all;
We hear, and henceforth heed, Thy sovereign call.
Offering
The Lord is indeed good, for God has blessed us richly. Let us offer back a portion, in
gratitude and love.
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessing flow. Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise him above the heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
*Prayer of Dedication
God, the creator of the universe, we offer to you these gifts for the glory of your
kingdom, in the name of God, Father and Mother, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.
*Affirmation of Faith (Apostle’s Creed)
Minister:
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, what do you believe?
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All:
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.
Prayers of the People
[Silence is kept after each petition.] O God, We come to you, because we know you’ll
hear our cry. We come to you, because you call us near to you. We come to you,
because you deliver and save. We come to you now with our prayers and petitions.
We pray for the local and universal church. Give us the humility to walk in your way.
We pray for the leaders in our nation and the nations around the world. Give them the
courage to walk in peace.
We pray for those who are in need. Give us ears to hear their cries and be agents of
your mercy.
We pray for those who have pain. Heal, touch, and deliver them, O God. We remember
those who have died. Help us give comfort to those who are left behind.
We lift our hidden prayers to you in silence, for you hear even that which is unspoken.
All glory and praise is yours now and forever. Amen.
And now, with confidence as children of God, let us pray:
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory forever. Amen.
*Hymn
PH 343 “Called As Partners in Christ’s Service”
1 Called as partners in Christ's service,
Called to ministries of grace,
We respond with deep commitment
Fresh new lines of faith to trace.
May we learn the art of sharing,
Side by side and friend with friend,
Equal partners in our caring
To fulfill God's chosen end.
2 Christ's example, Christ's inspiring,
Christ's clear call to work and worth,
Let us follow, never faltering,
Reconciling folk on earth.
Men and women, richer, poorer
All God's people, young and old
Blending human skills together
Gracious gifts from God unfold.
3 Thus new patterns for Christ's mission,
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In a small or global sense,
Help us bear each other's burdens,
Breaking down each wall or fence.
Words of comfort, words of vision,
Words of challenge, said with care
Bring new power and strength for action,
Make us colleagues, free and fair.
4 So God grant us for tomorrow
Ways to order human life
That surround each person's sorrow
With a calm that conquers strife.
Make us partners in our living,
Our compassion to increase,
Messengers of faith, thus giving
Hope and confidence and peace.
*Benediction
The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be
gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace both
now and evermore.
*Organ Postlude

(please be seated for the postlude)
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