Presbyterian Church of Henderson
Worship Service 10:00 AM
October 17, 2021
Life of Apostle Paul Series
Ringing of the Bell
Welcome and Announcements
Organ Prelude

Kristin Jones, Director of Music

*Call to Worship
Praise the Lord, for God is great indeed! Let us sing praises for God’s glorious
works.
We give glory, honor, and thanksgiving to the Lord, who makes and
sustains all things.
Let us worship the Lord!
*Hymn
PH 288 “I Will Sing the Mighty Power of God”
1 I sing the mighty power of God
That made the mountains rise;
That spread the flowing seas abroad
And built the lofty skies.
I sing the wisdom that ordained
The sun to rule the day;
The moon shines full at God’s command,
And all the stars obey.
2 I sing the goodness of the Lord
That filled the earth with food;
God formed the creatures with a word
And then pronounced them good.
Lord, how Thy wonders are displayed,
Where’er I turn my eyes;
If I survey the ground I tread,
Or gaze upon the skies!
3 There’s not a plant or flower below
But makes Thy glories known;
And clouds arise, and tempests blow,
By order from Thy throne;
While all that borrows life from Thee
Is ever in Thy care,
And everywhere that we can be,
Thou, God, art present there.
*Call to Confession
Like sheep we all have gone astray, but like a faithful, loving shepherd, God
seeks us out and calls us home. Let us confess our sin.
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*Prayer of Confession
(unison)
Lord Jesus Christ, you know our sin. We want you to do whatever we
ask of you, but we are unwilling to do what you ask of us. We want to
sit beside you in your glory, but we fail to stand beside you in your
suffering. We want to be first in your great kingdom, but we are among
the last to serve the least. Forgive us. Pour out your mercy upon us and
wash us clean in your saving grace. All this we ask in your holy name.
Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
Hear the promise of the Lord: Those who love me, I will deliver. When you call
me, I will answer. I will rescue you from danger and show you my salvation.
Believe this good news: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.
*Gloria Patri (PH 579)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.
*Passing the Peace
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you!
And also with you!
Let us share with one another a sign of Christ’s Peace.
Please turn and bow to someone out of respect and love—
“The peace of Christ be with you”
Prayer for Illumination
O Lord, by the power of your Spirit, lift us up into your presence to hear the
promise of your word and know the joy of your salvation; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
First Reading
Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c
Bless the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, you are very great. You are
clothed with honor and majesty, wrapped in light as with a garment. You
stretch out the heavens like a tent, you set the beams of your chambers on the
waters, you make the clouds your chariot, you ride on the wings of the wind,
you make the winds your messengers, fire and flame your ministers.
You set the earth on its foundations, so that it shall never be shaken. You
cover it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the
mountains. At your rebuke they flee; at the sound of your thunder they take to
flight. They rose up to the mountains, ran down to the valleys to the place that
you appointed for them. You set a boundary that they may not pass, so that
they might not again cover the earth.
O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures. Praise the LORD!
Anthem

“Order My Steps” arr. Jack Schrader

Second Reading

Acts 13:45-14:7
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But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy; and
blaspheming, they contradicted what was spoken by Paul. Then both Paul and
Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the word of God
should be spoken first to you. Since you reject it and judge yourselves to be
unworthy of eternal life, we are now turning to the Gentiles. For so the Lord has
commanded us, saying, ‘I have set you to be a light for the Gentiles, so that
you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’”
When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and praised the word of the
Lord; and as many as had been destined for eternal life became believers. Thus
the word of the Lord spread throughout the region. But the Jews incited the
devout women of high standing and the leading men of the city, and stirred up
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their region. So
they shook the dust off their feet in protest against them, and went to Iconium.
And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.
The same thing occurred in Iconium, where Paul and Barnabas went into the
Jewish synagogue and spoke in such a way that a great number of both Jews
and Greeks became believers. But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles
and poisoned their minds against the brothers. So they remained for a long
time, speaking boldly for the Lord, who testified to the word of his grace by
granting signs and wonders to be done through them. But the residents of the
city were divided; some sided with the Jews, and some with the apostles. And
when an attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to
mistreat them and to stone them, the apostles learned of it and fled to Lystra
and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding country; and there they
continued proclaiming the good news.
Children’s Sermon

Pastor Eric

SERMON
“Creating Believers in Galatia”
Acts 13:45-14:7
October 17, 2021
• When I first went college at Cal Poly Pomona, I wanted to join a Christian
organization.
• I immediately got connected with a group called Campus Crusade for Christ.
• After going through some booklets basic booklets on Christian faith, my leader
brought me out onto campus to share with students an evangelism booklet
called, “The Four Spiritual Laws.”
• The way they taught me to evangelize, was to walk through the booklet and
ask them if they wanted to received the gift of Christ.
• This is a formula that has been used by this organization millions of times with
people all over the world.
• So how did Apostle Paul share his faith?
• Today, I want to look at a small section of text to see how Apostle Paul shares
his faith with the people of Galatia.
• Let’s review
• Paul and Barnabas come to Pisidian Antioch.
• Here in this city we find one of the most detailed sermons Paul gave to the local
synagogue about the Jesus and the forgiveness of sins.
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• They were given more opportunities to preach where we find the writer in Acts
highlighting the opposition to the message from the devout Jews of the region.
• Pisidian Antioch is where Paul turns his message not primarily to the Jews who
rejected his message but to the Gentiles.
• The word the Lord continued to spread throughout the whole region, but also
the beginning of persecution.
Acts 13:51-52 So they shook the dust off their feet in protest against them, and
went to Iconium. And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.

• So Paul and Barnabas leaves Pisidian Antioch and go about 100 miles southwest
along the Roman road the via Sabaste, where they had a lot of time reflecting
about the uprising in Pisidian Antioch and praying where God would take them
next.
• The team went to Iconium.
• This modern day Turkish city is called Konya is the seventh largest city in
Turkey.
• In its day, Iconium was on the edge of a high plateau with fertile grounds that
was well watered with streams which contributed to a robust agriculture and
commerce.
• Because a modern city is built upon it, there are no ancient sites that could be
viewed.
• In its ancient day, it was a Greek city that resisted the Roman influence.
• Greek was the language of its public documents.
• There is a myth of the origin of the city, Prometheus and Athena recreated
humanity after a devastating flood by making images of people from the mud
and breathing life into them.
• The Greek word for “image” is “eikon” hence the name Iconium.
[Pics of Konya]

• What was Paul’s method of evangelism in this new city?
1. Proclaimed Powerfully
1 The same thing occurred in Iconium,
• When Luke says the same thing occurred, a natural question to ask is what
pattern or same thing is being mentioned?
where Paul and Barnabas went into the Jewish synagogue and spoke in such a way
that a great number of both Jews and Greeks became believers.
• The pattern where they went into the synagogues and spoke in such a way that
both Jews and Gentiles became believers.
• Why did Paul, in the last city of Pisidian Antioch where there was an uprising
against his life, did he say he was turning to the Gentiles?
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Acts 13:46 Then both Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was
necessary that the word of God should be spoken first to you. Since you
reject it and judge yourselves to be unworthy of eternal life, we are now
turning to the Gentiles.
• Did Paul give up on the Jews?
• Paul did not indicate a final turning away from all Jews, but rather turning away
from the Jewish rejecters in Pisidian Antioch in order to offer the Gentiles faith
in Christ.
• Regardless of opposition he received elsewhere, he continued to proclaim the
messianic prophesies fulfilled in Jesus Christ.
• This is the Good News of Jesus Christ.
• Paul went to the places where the gospel was most effective.
• ILL: When I was in college, as I was being trained to share my faith, I always
noticed that if there was an Asian person sitting near a Caucasian person,
guess who we would always approach?
- This burned in my heart to start a campus ministry toward Asian Americans.
- The following year, Asian American Christian Fellowship was born on the
campus of Cal Poly Pomona.
- Within 2-3 years, it became the fastest growing ministry on campus.
• The Holy Spirit in the work of ministry guides and directs us into the places that
we can best be used for the Lord.
• As Paul and Barnabas remained faithful to speaking and teaching about Jesus,
the text says great number became believers in Iconium.
2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds
against the brothers.
• AS the followers of Jesus grew, opposition to the Gospel soon arose.
• What had happened in Pisidian Antioch is repeated here in Iconium.
• Preach in a synagogue, encounter opposition.
• Whenever the gospel is proclaimed, it becomes a spiritual battle between the
Holy Spirit and the oppressive forces that have held the society in a direction
away from God.
• When we were in Konya or ancient Iconium, there was such a dominant feeling
of spiritual oppression from the Muslim activity that occurred in that town.
- For example several times a day, there is some imam who chanted the Koran
from these loud speakers mounted on the minerettes.
• But in my observation, Islam had a great facade of religious dominance, but an
emptiness that did not fulfill the longing of the soul.
• But the faithfulness of the proclamation proved fruitful because many of the
“great number” became believers regardless of those who were poisoned
against the believers in Iconium.
2. Endured Opposition
3 So they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the Lord, who testified to
the word of his grace by granting signs and wonders to be done through them.
• Since this city was governed by Greek law, this opposition did not follow the
same pattern as in Antioch which enabled Paul and Barnabas were able to stay
there for some time.
• What I find amazing here is the tenacity Paul had to remain in the same city
where people opposed him.
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• The text says that he stayed for a long time.
• Too many times when the going gets rough, people give up and depart.
‣ In the ancient Greek Olympic Games, Lampadedromia was a torch relay race
which was passed between runners.
- The winner was not the runner who finished first.
- It was the runner who finished with his torch still lit.
- (This became the predecessor to the pre-olympic relay where athletes bring
the torch into the stadium.)
• In the same way, Paul continued to shine the light of Christ regardless of the
opposing forces that he encountered in the proclamation of the Word.
• The more time he spent in Iconium, he was able to pour into the new local
believers or those who testified to the word of grace the foundations of the
Christian faith.
• Paul and Barnabas demonstrate the truth that the church thrives in times of
oppression.
• The phrase “spoke boldly for the Lord” the word is not loud and obnoxious, but
could be translated that Paul spoke with confidence and complete reliance upon
the Lord.
• Why this confidence here in Iconium? “by granting signs and wonders to be
done through them.”
• Does that sound familiar?
• Mark 16:20 And they went out and proclaimed the good news everywhere,
while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by the signs that
accompanied it.
• This is from the last section of Scripture in the Book of Mark where most
scholars believe that these words were a scribal addition because they did not
like the ending of Mark.
• Regardless, it common in the time of the early church that to confirm the
proclamation of the Gospel was followed by signs and wonders.
• Conservative theologians will say that these signs and wonders were specially
given to the apostles and early Christian church workers because there was no
written New Testament as yet.
• Our Pentecostal friends would strongly disagree.
• Regardless, signs and wonders authenticated the message and ministry of the
early church.
• Simon Kistemaker — “God performs miracles in answer to and for the increase
of faith. The apostles receive from God the charismatic gifts to heal the sick and
raise the dead so that the faith of God’s people is strengthened. When God
works a miracle, he does so in harmony with his Word and thus fortifies the
believer spiritually”
• The Lord, then, enables the missionaries to execute extraordinary deeds that
caused the people of Iconium to take note.
• The signs and wonders confirm the reality of the salvation blessings claimed by
“the word of grace”
3. Fled Persecution
4 But the residents of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews, and some
with the apostles. 5 And when an attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews,
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with their rulers, to mistreat them and to stone them, 6 the apostles learned of it
and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding country;
• Paul learned in the last city of Pisidian Antioch that the gospel unifies as well as
divides.
• The division was so disruptive that sides were taken throughout Iconium.
• Clashes often resulted, and the authorities had to intervene.
• Remember in Pisidian Antioch, Acts 13:50 devout women of high standing and
the leading men of the city, and stirred up persecution against Paul and
Barnabas, and drove them out of their region.”
• Here in Iconium, the Jews stirred up the Gentiles “and their rulers” to begin
persecution against Paul and Barnabas.
• Paul and Barnabas were actually troublemakers that stirred up a desire to have
them mistreated and stoned.
• Upon hearing the plots for their very lives, Paul and Barnabas are driven out of
their second city on this trip.
• Interesting in this text, there is the designator of Lystra and Derbe as cities of
Lycaonia.
• Even though Lystra was only 20 miles away, Luke is clearly telling us that Paul
and Barnabas crossed from one political boundary to start afresh in another.
4. Spread Good News
7 and there they continued proclaiming the good news.
• The flight to the nearest city, the writer emphasizes that this gave the
missionaries another opportunity to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.
• So what to do learn from this early missionary journey of Apostle Paul?
• First, the gospel is driven further into new territory by people who are so
convinced about the message of Jesus Christ that persecution and death does
not deter them.
- Church growth is not about programs to get more youth into the church, but
church growth is about the passionate pursuit of its members to be come
equipped to bring the gospel into our world around us.
• Second, the gospel is really about the spiritual battle between good and evil,
between God’s redemptive plan and Satan’s bondage here on earth. The gospel
will confront other power-structures, other thought-systems which we were
clearly able to see in the last two cities.
• Thirdly, prayer is the only way we can have all the spiritual resources that we
need to effectively communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ.
*Hymn
PH 387 “Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us”
1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us,
Much we need Thy tender care;
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us,
For our use Thy folds prepare:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are.
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2 Thou hast promised to receive us,
Poor and sinful though we be;
Thou hast mercy to relieve us,
Grace to cleanse, and power to free:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Early let us turn to Thee.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Early let us turn to Thee.
3 Early let us seek Thy favor;
Early let us do Thy will;
Blessed Lord and only Savior,
With Thy love our bosoms fill:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast loved us, love us still;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast loved us, love us still.
Offering
God is ever faithful and has blessed us with so much. With grateful hearts, let
us offer back to God what we have, with love and thanksgiving.
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessing flow. Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise him above the heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
*Prayer of Dedication
Gracious God, we offer you these gifts. Multiply them so that they might help
build your kingdom on earth and be of service to the body of Christ, in whose
name we pray. Amen.
*Affirmation of Faith
(Apostle’s Creed)
Minister:
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, what do you believe?
All:
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
Dear Lord Jesus Christ, you are our high priest who offered yourself for us with
your prayers and tears, your very body. Help us to pray and offer supplication
for ourselves and our community.
We pray for the local, national, and global church—that it might exhibit the way
of service in faith and love.
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We pray for the international community—that it might learn the way of peace.
We pray for anyone who suffers—help us be the healing they need.
We pray for the earth—help us to be proper stewards of your creation.
We remember those who have come to their eternal rest, and we wrap our
loving arms of comfort around those who grieve.
We lift up, in silence, any prayers we hold in the corners of our hearts—for you
know and understand all things. We ask all these things in the name of our
Creator, our servant-priest Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, and now, with confidence
as children of God, let us pray:
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the
Power, and the Glory forever. Amen.
*Hymn
PH 538 “Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing”
1 Lord, dismiss us with Thy blessing;
Fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Let us each, Thy love possessing,
Triumph in redeeming grace.
O refresh us, O refresh us,
Traveling through this wilderness.
2 Thanks we give and adoration
For Thy gospel’s joyful sound;
May the fruits of Thy salvation
In our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, Ever faithful
To the truth may we be found.
3 So that when Thy love shall call us,
Savior, from the world away,
Let no fear of death appall us,
Glad Thy summons to obey.
May we ever, May we ever
Reign with Thee in endless day.
*Benediction
The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you,
and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give
you peace both now and evermore.
*Organ Postlude

(please be seated for the postlude)
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