
Presbyterian Church of Henderson 
Worship Service 10:00 AM 

September 19, 2021 
Life of Apostle Paul 

Chiming the Hour      Kristin Jones, Director of Music 
Welcome and Announcements   

Organ Prelude     

*Call to Worship       
Happy are the people  
who do not follow the advice of the wicked or take the path that they 
follow, or sit in the seat of people who make fun of others.  
Their delight is in the law of the Lord,  
and they meditate on God’s law day and night.  
The Lord watches over the way of the righteous,  
but the way of the wicked will perish.  

*Hymn       PH 466  “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 
1 O for a thousand tongues to sing 
My dear Redeemer’s praise, 
The glories of my God and King, 
The triumphs of God's grace! 

2 Jesus, the name that charms our fears, 
That bids our sorrows cease; 
’Tis music in the sinner’s ears, 
’Tis life, and health, and peace. 

3 Christ breaks the power of reigning sin, 
And sets the prisoner free; 
Christ's blood can make the sinful clean, 
Christ's blood availed for me. 

4 My gracious Master and my God, 
Assist me to proclaim, 
To spread through all the earth abroad 
The honors of Thy name. 

*Call to Confession 
Recognizing that we are easily swayed by the wrong advice and that we have 
strayed from the ways of the Lord, let us confess our sins to God, with hope of 
finding love and mercy.  

*Prayer of Confession     (unison) 
God of wisdom, forgive our foolishness. We desire what we do not need 
and corrupt our relationships with envy. You urge us to gentleness, but 
we stir up conflict. Give us your grace, that we may harvest 
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righteousness and peace, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Teacher, we 
pray. Amen.  

*Assurance of Pardon 
Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but the people who fear the Lord are to 
be praised. Hear the good news! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and we can 
live in peace.  

*Gloria Patri  (PH 579)  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.  

Please turn and bow to someone out of respect and love—  
“The peace of Christ be with you” 

*Passing the Peace 
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 
Let us share with one another a sign of Christ’s Peace. 

Prayer for Illumination 
Your Word is our wisdom; it gives us insight, strength, and courage. Open our 
hearts and our minds on this day, that we might receive what you want to give. 
Speak, Lord! Your people listen! Amen.  

First Reading        Romans 1:1-15 
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel 
of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according 
to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including 
yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is 
proclaimed throughout the world. For God, whom I serve with my spirit by 
announcing the gospel of his Son, is my witness that without ceasing I 
remember you always in my prayers, asking that by God’s will I may somehow 
at last succeed in coming to you. For I am longing to see you so that I may 
share with you some spiritual gift to strengthen you—  or rather so that we may 
be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine. I want you 
to know, brothers and sisters, that I have often intended to come to you (but 
thus far have been prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among 
you as I have among the rest of the Gentiles. I am a debtor both to Greeks and 
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to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish —hence my eagerness to 
proclaim the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 

Chancel Choir Anthem 

Second Reading       Acts 13:4-12 
    So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia; and from 
there they sailed to Cyprus. When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the 
word of God in the synagogues of the Jews. And they had John also to assist 
them. When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they met 
a certain magician, a Jewish false prophet, named Bar-Jesus. He was with the 
proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man, who summoned Barnabas and 
Saul and wanted to hear the word of God. But the magician Elymas (for that is 
the translation of his name) opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul away 
from the faith. But Saul, also known as Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked 
intently at him and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, 
full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop making crooked the straight paths 
of the Lord? And now listen—the hand of the Lord is against you, and you will 
be blind for a while, unable to see the sun.” Immediately mist and darkness 
came over him, and he went about groping for someone to lead him by the 
hand. When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was 
astonished at the teaching about the Lord. 

Children’s Sermon       Pastor Eric 

SERMON       “Paul’s First Missionary Journey” 
Acts 13:4-12 

• Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” 

• In my years of ministry, I have studied, preached, and taught this text dozens 
of times, but I have never understood how this text applied to Paul’s Missionary 
journeys. 

• Look at the word, “power.” 
• The word for power is “dunamis” where we get the word dynamite. 
• Notice the emphasis on the text of “power and the Holy Spirit” as a prerequisite 

for being God’s witnesses in Jerusalem, Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 
• I confess, I have never really understood this prerequisite until I have taken a 

deep dive into the missionary journeys of Apostle Paul. 
• Since Barnabas and Saul were missionaries, what was their message? What 

was the cultural baggage Jews needed to overcome in order to embrace Jesus? 
If Saul’s message was so Jewish, why would a Gentile even find it appealing? 

• YES, Paul went on a mission to tell people about Jesus. 
• YES, He believed that Jesus was Israel’s Messiah who was the fulfillment of the 

scriptures. 
• Yes, Jesus Christ had been crucified, raised from the dead, and exalted to God’s 

right hand. 
• This is good basic theology. 
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• But Saul and Barnabas was not driven by the message where they told people 
people to “believe” in this Jesus so that they would be “saved” and “go to 
heaven when they died.” 

• This is our modern day understanding of the gospel. 
• Personal salvation was not in the primary interest of the early Christians. 
• This is what is important to us, but Jews in the first century were much more 

interested in the “kingdom of God.” 
• Let me show you what was on the forefront of the mind of people in the first 

century. 

• This is a picture of the entrance to a city of Perga, we will talk this city more 
next week. 

• What is the most dominate feature of the city? 
• The walled protection that surrounded every city from attack. 
• Everyone lived in a system where they lived in fear of conquering kingdoms 

upon their city. 
• Because the Roman Empire covered most of Turkey and Greece, it was the 

responsibility of the Roman government to offer protection. 
• If you we a Jew living under these conditions, you longed for something better 

ruled by God rather than the kingdom of darkness right that existed right 
before their very eyes. 

• So when first century Jews dreamed of a Messiah, it was very natural that the 
expectation was a military, political, geographic leader who would create a 
kingdom that was to offer God’s shalom or peace. 

• When Jesus said the kingdom of God has come near, it was the beginning of 
God rule and reign on earth as it is in heaven. 

• It doesn’t mean that a geographic location is approaching, but God’s now royal 
authority and power have come on the scene. 

• This is why you find in the gospels over and over again power encounters 
between Jesus’ kingdom and the kingdom of darkness. 

• This is why the Sermon on the Mount is all about the coming of God’s Kingdom 
• Or when Jesus sent out the 40 into surrounding cities and if a town did not 

welcome them, they were to shake off the dust from the feet saying, “The 
Kingdom of God has come near” 

• Paul’s “missionary” journeys were not simply aimed at telling people about 
Jesus in order to generate “inner personal transformation” and a new sense of 
ultimate hope. 

• Although this is an important aspect of faith in Jesus Christ.  
• They were aimed at the establishment of a new kind of kingdom on earth as in 

heaven.  
• A kingdom with Jesus as king not in terms of locality but with full authority over 

every aspect of a person’s life.  
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• This is the kingdom that Israel’s God had always intended to set up. 
• Let’s look at how Paul lived into this reality of evangelism at the beginning of 

his first missionary journey— 

1. The First Encounter 
4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia; and from 
there they sailed to Cyprus.  
• Cyprus is a large island, about 100 miles wide, off the coast of Turkey, west of 

ancient Antioch. 

• [Show Map] 
• It is the island where Barnabas was raised. 
• If you think about it, if your mission is to proclaim the Good News of Jesus 

Christ, where should they begin? 
• Barnabas and Saul went to some place familiar. 
• Acts 1:8 says you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the 

remotest parts of the earth. 
• There is a strategy here where you start with the most familiar and closest to 

you, then you move out in concentric circles to the most unfamiliar. 
• They sailed West to the inland of Cyprus 
• In 31B.C., Cyprus had been conquered by the Romans and made Cyprus an 

imperial province that was under jurisdiction under the Roman senate. 
5 When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the 
synagogues of the Jews. And they had John also to assist them.  
• Salamis was a commercial, harbor town on the East side of the island. 
• It was a trading center where merchants from Cilicia, Syria, Phoenicia, and 

Egypt traded olive oil, wool, wine, and grain. 
• Over time, this port city attracted a large number of Jews who were merchants 

as well and established several synagogues in the region. 
• When Saul and Barnabas arrived, Jews welcomed them into their synagogues 

to preach from the Word of God, and Barnabas and Saul used the opportunities 
to proclaim how Jesus the Messiah was the fulfillment of the Old Testament 
Scriptures. 

• In the last phrase, almost as an afterthought, Luke inserts the fact that John 
Mark was their assistant. 

• Nothing is said about their message, what specific role John Mark played in 
their journey, or whether their proclamation was fruitful. 

• So the first encounter of Barnabas and Saul was Cyprus in Salamis 
• Isn’t it interesting that Luke records no conversions, stories, nor reactions until 

they reach the other side of the island. 

2. The Opposition 
6 When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they met a 
certain magician, a Jewish false prophet, named Bar-Jesus.  

 of 5 9



• Bar-Jesus means son of Jesus. 
• Paphos is noted for its beautiful buildings and had a large temple dedicated to 

the goddess Aphrodite. 
• The Greeks built the temple and when the Romans conquered the island, they 

named Aphrodite, Venus. 
• When Saul and Barnabas came to Paphos, they encountered a Jewish false 

prophet named Bar-Jesus also called Elymas. 
• In the ancient world, there were many false prophets like him. 
• Since his background was Jewish, he knew enough of the Old Testament, to 

twist the Scriptures to accomplish his own selfish means. 
• These false prophets often acquired positions of power because they pretended 

to have special insight into what is going to happen and could offer “wise” 
advice to those who made decisions. 

3. The Opportunity 
7 He was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man, who summoned 
Barnabas and Saul and wanted to hear the word of God. 8 But the magician 
Elymas (for that is the translation of his name) opposed them and tried to turn the 
proconsul away from the faith.  
• Elymas was connected to Sergius Paulus who was the proconsul of the region. 
• During the reign of Emperor Augustus, Phaphos was destroyed by an 

earthquake in 15 B.C. but was rebuilt with Roman government funds. 
• The city became the administrative and religious center of the island, as well as 

the residence of the Roman proconsul. 
• Proconsuls were appointed by the Roman senate and usually ruled for one year. 
• Sergius Paulus had absolute military and judiciary authority of the entire island. 
• Serious Paulus must have had a fascination with superstitions and occult 

practices 
• This is why he had Elymas by his side. 
• Luke describes the proconsul to be an intelligent man who was intrigued by the 

teachings of Saul and Barnabas, and he wanted to hear the word of God. 
• Can you imagine how threatened Elymas/Bar-Jesus felt at the coming of Saul 

and Barnabas? 
• He would lose his authority and position. 
• Therefore, this false prophet did everything he could to oppose the gospel and 

turn the proconsul away from his interest in Jesus Christ. 
• So the opportunity to Barnabas and Saul was to teach the Word of God to the 

most powerful person in the region, Sergius Paulus. 

4. The Change in Leadership 
9 But Saul, also known as Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him 
10 and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit 
and villainy, will you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? 11 
And now listen—the hand of the Lord is against you, and you will be blind for a 
while, unable to see the sun.” Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and 
he went about groping for someone to lead him by the hand.  
• Notice the change of the name from Saul to Paul. 
• Rather than using Saul’s Jewish name, Luke begins from this point onward to 

use his Roman name, Paul. 
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• Filled with the Holy Spirit, Paul directly confronts Elymas and points out that his 
evil plans are in direct contradiction to the plans of God. 

• What was so significant about this confrontation to warrant a change in name 
for Saul? 

• Now keep in mind the role of the Holy Spirit up to this point. 
• In Antioch, it was leaders filled with the Holy Spirit who heard God tell them to 

set apart Saul and Barnabas for a special work that God has called them to do. 
• God initiates through the Holy Spirit, and sends with the Holy Spirit Saul and 

Barnabas on this first missionary journey, and now filled with the Holy Spirit 
uses Paul to confront face to face the evil nature within Elymas. 

• Notice what Paul is saying against Elymas. 
• He redefines his name to show his true character. 
“You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, 
will you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? 
• It is as if Paul was saying, “You call yourself Bar-Jesus (‘son of Jesus’) but you 

are actually Bar-devil (‘a child of the devil’) because you oppose the work of 
God.” 

• Paul said that Elymas will be blind for a period of time. 
• Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Elymas became blind. 
• Notice the driving force in Paul’s evangelistic efforts is the Holy Spirit. 
• I would imagine that the change in leadership between Barnabas and Saul to 

Paul and Barnabas was this terrifying and Spirit filled event on Pathos. 
• Paul was probably more qualified to take the lead because he understood 

theologically the role of the kingdom of darkness throughout Israel’s history. 
• Paul was not afraid to pierce through the kingdom of darkness to reveal the 

truth about God’s kingdom. 

5. The Fruit of their Labor 
12 When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was 
astonished at the teaching about the Lord. 
• In one sense, Paul’s teaching had a responsibility to pierce the darkness to 

allow the Holy Spirit to work in the hearts and lives so that they could discover 
the truth about Jesus Christ. 

• This is exactly what happened, Paul was able to dispel the darkness that 
surrounded the proconsul so that he could embrace faith in Christ. 

• Of everything that occurred on the island of Cyprus, this significant event 
became the dominating narrative of what happened on their first missionary 
journey. 

• CLOSE: Biblical theologian George Eldon Ladd provides us with helpful language 
on this point: The Kingdom is already here, but it has not yet come in its 
fullness. The decisive battle is already won, but final victory is not yet 
completed. 

• Paul and Barnabas became significant instruments for the Lord so that God 
could accomplish His redemptive plan. 

*Hymn       PH 191  “God is Our Refuge and Our Strength" 
1 God is our refuge and our strength, 
Our ever-present aid, 
And therefore, though the earth remove, 
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We will not be afraid; 

2 Though hills amid the seas be cast, 
Though foaming waters roar, 
Yea, though the mighty billows shake 
The mountains on the shore. 

3 Where God abides a river flows; 
That city will rejoice. 
But nations fear and kingdoms shake  
Before God's thundering voice. 

4 Since God is in the midst of it, 
The city walls shall stand, 
Secure and safe with God's sure help, 
When trouble is at hand. 

Offering 
We have been made capable of being good stewards of what God has given us. 
Let us, with gratitude in our hearts, give from what has been given to us, by 
grace.  
*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessing flow.  
Praise Him all creatures here below.  
Praise him above the heavenly host.  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

*Prayer of Dedication  
Our great Gardener, we are like trees planted by streams of water that yield 
their fruit in season and prosper in you. We are grateful for all that you have 
provided, and we dedicate our firstfruits to you and to the work of your church, 
Amen.  

*Affirmation of Faith  (Apostle’s Creed) 
Minister:  
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, what do you believe? 
All: 
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
God of understanding, through the Word read and proclaimed, and through 
your Word incarnate, Jesus Christ, you give us the direction we need and show 
us that there is nowhere else to go but to you with our joys and our concerns.  
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the 
Power, and the Glory forever. Amen. 

*Hymn       PH 361  “How Firm a Foundation” 
1 How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in God's excellent Word! 
What more can be said than to you God hath said, 
To you, who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

2 "Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, 
For I am thy God and will still give thee aid; 
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand. 

3 "When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; 
For I will be near thee, thy troubles to bless, 
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 

4 "When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply; 
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 

5 "The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake." 

*Benediction 
The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you, 
and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give 
you peace both now and evermore. 

*Organ Postlude       (please be seated for the postlude)
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