Presbyterian Church of Henderson
Worship Service 10:00 AM
September 12, 2021
Life of Apostle Paul Series
Chiming the Hour
Kristin Jones, Director of Music
Welcome and Announcements
Trumpet Prelude
*Call to Worship
Look at the heavens!
They are shouting the glory of God.
The days and the nights declare the magnificence of God’s creative works.
Their voice goes through all the earth and their words reach the ends
of the world.
Let our words of praise be acceptable to you.
Our Lord, our rock, our redeemer!
*Hymn
PH 469 “Morning Has Broken”
1 Morning has broken, like the first morning
Blackbird has spoken, like the first bird
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning
Praise for them, springing fresh from the world
2 Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven
Like the first dewfall, on the first grass
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden
Sprung in completeness where God’s feet pass
3 Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning
Born of the one light, eden saw play!
Praise with elation, praise every morning
God's recreation of the new day
*Call to Confession
Let us use our voices to declare those things we have said and done that have
separated us from God, and from each other, that we may experience God’s
mercy and receive God’s forgiveness.
*Prayer of Confession
(unison)
You have called us, O God, and we have refused to listen; you have
stretched out your hand and we have not taken it. We have taken what
you have given us and used those gifts to hurt others and defy you. We
have refused to be tamed by your wisdom. Forgive our inability to
recognize you and live out the reality of your gospel. Give us the insight
we need to understand your place in our lives so that our words and
actions reflect the glory of God in the lives of others. In the name of
the Messiah, we pray. Amen.
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*Assurance of Pardon
The law of the Lord is perfect, and it revives the soul; the decrees of the Lord
are sure and make wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing
the heart; the commandment of the Lord is clear, and it enlightens the eyes.
Hear the good news! In Jesus Christ, the living Word, we are forgiven. Live in
peace!
*Gloria Patri (PH 579)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.
*Passing the Peace
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you!
And also with you!
Let us share with one another a sign of Christ’s Peace.
Please turn and bow to someone out of respect and love—
“The peace of Christ be with you”
Prayer for Illumination
Let the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to
you, O Lord. Be our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.
First Reading
Psalm 19:1-14
The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his
handiwork. Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares
knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard;
yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the
world.
In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a
bridegroom from his wedding canopy, and like a strong man runs its course
with joy. Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of
them; and nothing is hid from its heat.
The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the LORD
are sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing
the heart; the commandment of the LORD is clear, enlightening the eyes; the
fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the LORD are true
and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine
gold; sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb.
Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great
reward. But who can detect their errors? Clear me from hidden faults. Keep
back your servant also from the insolent; do not let them have dominion over
me. Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to
you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.
Special Music

Dave Jarrett, trumpet soloist
2 of 9

Second Reading
Acts 11:25-30; 13:1-4
Acts 11:25-30
Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found him,
he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for an entire year they met with the
church and taught a great many people, and it was in Antioch that the disciples
were first called “Christians.”
At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them
named Agabus stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a
severe famine over all the world; and this took place during the reign of
Claudius. The disciples determined that according to their ability, each would
send relief to the believers living in Judea; this they did, sending it to the elders
by Barnabas and Saul.
Acts 13:1-4
Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas,
Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court
of Herod the ruler, and Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting,
the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which
I have called them.” Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on
them and sent them off.
So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia; and from
there they sailed to Cyprus.
Children’s Sermon
Pastor Eric
• Have you ever played hide-and-seek?
• How do you play it?
• Do you think God ever plays hide and seek with us?
• Today in our Scripture reading, God never hides because it says Psalm 19:1
“The heavens are telling the glory of God”
• If you even want to see God, look up because God can be found.
SERMON
“The Power of the Body of Christ”
Acts 11:25-30; 13:1-4
• Many people today say that the church is a dying institution.
• David Voas says, “Religion is in decline across the Western world. Whether
measured by belonging, believing, participation in services, or how important it
is felt to be, religion is losing ground.”
• As COVID has brought incredible challenges to the future of church, it has
forced the church to redefine itself.
• What is the purpose of church?
• Is it for ourselves, or for others?
• Why even be part of a local church when I can watch online?
• Here in this text, we find an encouraging look at the early church and how God
used this powerful force to change the world.
1. Affirms the Gifts of Ministry
Acts 11:25-26 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had
found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for an entire year they met
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with the church and taught a great many people, and it was in Antioch that the
disciples were first called “Christians.”
• Imagine Barnabas coming from Jerusalem to find that the local church way in
the North is vibrant, growing, and also in need of leadership.
• The church is growing in a variety of cultures, and non-Jews are even
discovering faith in Jesus Christ.
• In fact, the church is growing so fast, Barnabas needed help and goes to Tarsus
to invite Saul to join him in this new ministry.
• Here is the beauty of the local church, it is in this context where Saul is
nurtured and restored to be significantly used by God.
• For an entire year, the local church in Antioch was nurtured by Barnabas and
Saul, and I am sure Saul was affirmed by the local church about his gifts he
could use in ministry.
• [pic of traditional site of St. Peter’s

• Please remember, if Saul had formally caused anger and resentment to his
previous audiences, it is within this context of a local church could they gently
nurture him and affirm him on how to use all the biblical knowledge he had at
his disposal.
• When the text says “the disciples were first called Christians” the writer had
previously referred to them as disciples, saints, brethren, believers, those being
saved, people of the way, but for the first time the people of the community in
Antioch labeled them as “people belonging to Christ.”
27 At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them
named Agabus stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a severe
famine over all the world; and this took place during the reign of Claudius.
• A prophet from Jerusalem named Agabus, predicted that there will be a severe
famine all around.
• Because of this prophesy, hearts were stirred up to respond.
• So here in the early church we find teachers, prophets, people with
compassion, and people willing to respond to the need.
2. Responds to Needs
29 The disciples determined that according to their ability, each would send relief
to the believers living in Judea; 30 this they did, sending it to the elders by
Barnabas and Saul.
• Upon hearing about a pending famine, this local church at Antioch had a burden
to send relief to the Christian churches in Judea.
• As part of this community’s expression to live up to their reputation as a
Christian, their decision led to action.
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• They decided to give according to their ability and to send these gifts to
Jerusalem by Barnabas and Saul.
• So Barnabas and Saul who ministered as evangelists and teachers were happy
to participate in meeting the needs of the believers living in Judea.
• Galatians 2:1-2 Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with
Barnabas, taking Titus along with me. 2 I went up in response to a revelation.
• So the church in Jerusalem originally sends Barnabas to this Gentile
community, and now this mixed Jew/Gentile Christian church sends Barnabas
and Saul back to Jerusalem for famine relief.
• What is interesting is that these people in the northern areas had much wealth.
• [pic of mosaic floor of the wealthy]

• This gift of famine relief is actually quite remarkable because of the strong
Jewish non-Jewish sentiment that existed in the early Christians around
Jerusalem.
• What we see here in the early church in Antioch is compassion, generosity,
action, and faithfulness to the gospel regardless any animosity they felt from
the Jerusalem church.
• Not only were they responding to a need, it was almost like they wanted to
show that the good news of Jesus Christ goes to both Jews and Gentiles.
• Their solidarity in Christ, was clearly evident in the famine relief fund given by
both Jews and Gentiles.
3. Obeys the Holy Spirit (Acts 13:1-3)
1 Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas,
Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of
Herod the ruler, and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the
Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have
called them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and
sent them off.
• Chapter 12 of Acts explains how Peter faced the persecutions of King Herod as
he tried to eliminate those who belonged to the church
• Here chapter 13, Luke jumps back to Antioch, probably years later after
Barnabas and Sauls return from Jerusalem.
• In verse 1, we see the leadership of this early church:
- Barnabas, who is listed first as possibly the key leader.
- Simeon or Niger, which means black (probably of African decent)
- Lucius of Cyrene; Lucius is the Latin name of Greek name, Luke. Some say
this is the writer of the Gospel of Luke and Acts. Regardless, he is one of
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those who continued to preach the gospel in the Northern regions after the
stoning of Stephen until he landed in Antioch.
- Manaen a member of the court of Herod who was an influential person of
royal descent.
- Saul is mentioned last
What I admire about the list is the diversity of leadership of the people on the
list.
Antioch must have been such a cosmopolitan city, that the local church was
foolish not to include leaders from a wide variety of backgrounds.
When a local church is only about what WE like (people, culture, the sameness
of our own experience or backgrounds), we cannot become “all things to all
people.”
These leaders of the church at Antioch were worshiping and fasting where the
Holy Spirit distinctly told them to set apart Barnabas and Saul to a specific work
of the Lord.
How was this confirmed? Was it from a message from headquarters? Was it
from a witness of a group of people? Was it from the most senior person in
their midst?
Through MORE prayer and fasting.
When you get a prompting from the Lord, the work of verifying from the Lord
has barely begun!
Subsequently, all the leaders affirmed that this was from the Lord, and they laid
hands on Barnabas and Saul, and sent them off.
The leaders were not ordaining them, but it was a affirmation of God was doing
in their midst and ceremony of commissioning them to missionary service.

4. Sends People Out (Acts 13:4)
So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia; and from there
they sailed to Cyprus.
• In the verse Acts 13:5, it mentions, “And they had John also to assist them.”
• Barnabas and Saul took John Mark to assist them on their missionary journey.
• The team went to the port city of Antioch, Seleucia, which is 15 miles down the
Orontes river from the main city of Antioch where they sailed to Cyprus.
• [pic: video beach Seleucia, wharf made of stone, stone with hole]
• [pic: wharf from the top]

•
•
•
•

[Explain what made the trip special to me.]
God calls and uses a man for redemptive plan for the world.
He uses ordinary people with ordinary issues.
But the difference was that he Saul took the step of faith to board a ship to
ultimately change the world.
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• What steps of faith have you taken to accomplish God’s redemptive plan?
1.
2.
3.
4.

Affirms the Gifts of Ministry
Responds to Needs
Obeys the Holy Spirit
Sends People Out

*Hymn
PH 170 “The Lord's My Shepherd, I'll Not Want"
1 The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not
Yet will I fear none ill;
want.
For Thou art with me; and Thy rod
He makes me down to lie
And staff me comfort still.
In pastures green; He leadeth me
The quiet waters by.
4 My table Thou hast furnished
In presence of my foes;
2 My soul He doth restore again;
My head Thou dost with oil anoint,
And me to walk doth make
And my cup overflows.
Within the paths of righteousness,
E'en for His own name’s sake.
5 Goodness and mercy all my life
Shall surely follow me;
3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark
And in God’s house forevermore
vale,
My dwelling place shall be.
Offering
God has given us the sun and made us stewards of all creation. God has given
us our lives and our very beings. Let us give to God, from what God has given
us.
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessing flow.
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise him above the heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
*Prayer of Dedication
God of wisdom, may this offering serve as a powerful witness to this world in
need. Guide us as we administer the gifts that you have given us for the
building of your kingdom. In Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
*Affirmation of Faith
(Apostle’s Creed)
Minister:
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, what do you believe?
All:
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
7 of 9

Prayers of the People
God of love, you gave your only Son so that he would undergo great suffering
for our sake. Seeing this great suffering, we believe that you understand the
sufferings of the world and our own suffering. Believing that you have walked in
our footsteps and that you have lived through trials and tribulations, we offer
our prayers to you.
We pray for wisdom, that we can communicate effectively with love, shalom,
and compassion and strive to live in connectedness and understanding.
We pray for courage so that we can live out our faith giving witness with our
words and actions that you are the Messiah.
We pray for the will to take up the cross and to follow wherever you may lead.
And we pray for love, your love in us so that we can live with the intentionality
to know each other by name and have the deep relationships that you want us
to have with you and with each other.
Through Jesus Christ, who lives in unity with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever, and now, with confidence as children of God, let us pray:
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the
Power, and the Glory forever. Amen.
*Hymn
PH 564 “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”
1 O beautiful for spacious skies,
3 O beautiful for heroes proved
For amber waves of grain,
In liberating strife,
For purple mountain majesties
Who more than self their country
Above the fruited plain!
loved,
America! America!
And mercy more than life!
God shed His grace on thee,
America! America!
And crown thy good with
May God thy gold refine
*brotherhood
Till all success be nobleness
From sea to shining sea!
And every gain divine.
2 O beautiful for pilgrim feet,
Whose stern, impassioned stress
A thoroughfare for freedom beat
Across the wilderness!
America! America!
God mend thine every flaw,
Confirm thy soul in self-control,
Thy liberty in law!

4 O beautiful for patriot dream
That sees beyond the years
Thine alabaster cities gleam,
Undimmed by human tears!
America! America!
God shed His grace on thee
And crown thy good with
brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!

*Benediction
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The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you,
and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give
you peace both now and evermore.
*Organ Postlude

(please be seated for the postlude)
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