
Presbyterian Church of Henderson 
Worship Service 10:00 AM 

August 8, 2021 
Life of Paul Series 

Ringing of the Bell 
Welcome and Announcements   
Prelude       “Sonata” by Corelli, Tuba Duet    

*Call to Worship       
I will bless the Lord at all times;  
his praise shall continually be in my mouth.  
O magnify the Lord with me,  
and let us exalt God’s name together.  

*Hymn       PH 276 “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 
1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not; 
As Thou hast been Thou forever will be. 

Refrain: 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. (Refrain) 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! (Refrain) 

*Call to Confession 
Let us confess our sins to the One who hears our voice and is deeply moved by our 
distress.  

*Prayer of Confession     (unison) 
Merciful God, we confess that we have not lived as your faithful children. We 
have been angry with the world and nursed grudges against our adversaries. 
We have hoarded the fruits of our labors rather than share our bounty with 
the needy. We have not built up our neighbors with words of kindness but 
have indulged in destructive gossip. We have not forgiven the wrongs others 
have done, even though we desire your forgiveness toward us in Jesus Christ. 
Heal us, O God, and give us the grace to love as Christ loved us and gave 
himself up for us. Amen.  

*Assurance of Pardon 
People of God, hope in the Lord! God in Christ has forgiven you! God has redeemed us 
from all our iniquities through Christ, who loved us and gave himself for us as living 
bread for the life of the world.  

*Gloria Patri  (PH 579)  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.  
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*Passing the Peace 
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 
Let us share with one another a sign of Christ’s Peace. 

Prayer for Illumination 
God of daybreak, our souls wait for your light more than those who watch for the 
morning. Let your Holy Spirit illumine our hearts with the light of your redemption, a 
new day, a new life in Christ. Amen.  

First Reading        Psalm 130:1-8 
Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD; Lord, hear my voice. Let your ears be attentive 
to my cry for mercy. If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand? But 
with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, serve you. I wait for the 
LORD, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope. I wait for the Lord more 
than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait for the morning. 
Israel, put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is 
full redemption. He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins. 

Special Music     Thomas Hemenway and Wayne Jones 

Second Reading       Acts 9:1-22 
    Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s 
disciples. He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in 
Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or 
women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his 
journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and 
heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 
    “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.  
    “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up and go into the 
city, and you will be told what you must do.” 
    The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did 
not see anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could 
see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. For three days he was blind, 
and did not eat or drink anything. 
    In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, 
“Ananias!”  “Yes, Lord,” he answered. The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on 
Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. In a 
vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore 
his sight.” 
    “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the 
harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. And he has come here with 
authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 
    But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim 
my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. I will show him 
how much he must suffer for my name.” 
    Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming 
here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He 
got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength.  
    Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 
At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. All those 
who heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in 
Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And hasn’t he come here to take them 
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as prisoners to the chief priests?” Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled 
the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah. 

Children’s Sermon       Pastor Eric 

SERMON        “Testimony of Apostle Paul” 
Selected 
August 8, 2021 

• I have a sister-in-law who loves watching the home remodeling shows where they flip 
an old dummy house/yard into a pleasant relaxing oasis. 

• Here are some before and after pictures: 

 
 

 

• In the same way an architect could make the ugly become beautiful, God is able to 
take a human life and transform it from ugly and sinful into holy and beautiful. 

• When we come to this particular text this is exactly what God does with the life of 
Saul. 

• Now every testimony contains three elements: Life Before Jesus, Life Encounter with 
Jesus, and Life After Jesus 

• This will be the approach of how we will look at the life of Saul 

1. Life Before Jesus  (Acts 7:54-8:1) 
54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their 
teeth at him.  
• There was a faithful follower of Jesus, named Stephen, who full of God’s grace and 

power, did great wonders and miraculous signs among the people.  
• Some of the opposition brought him before the Sanhedrin with the false claim that he 

was speaking words of blasphemy against Moses and against God. 
• In his defense, he gave this well articulated speech of Israel’s history in Acts 7. 
• He then concludes Acts 7:51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and 

ears, you are forever opposing the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. 
• OK, maybe he angered them a tad much. 
• You see in his speech he did not undercut the prophets but defended their work in 

spite of Israel’s rejection. 
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• Had Stephen’s case had been false, the religious leaders would have laughed at him, 
but because of the conviction in the truth of his words, the Sanhedrin responded in 
anger and acted like dogs under attack. 

55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the 
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 
• Remember when Jesus was standing before the same authorities a few years earlier 

and they asked him if he was the Messiah? Jesus responded— 
• Mark 14:62 Jesus said, “I am; and ‘you will see the Son of Man seated at the right 

hand of the Power,’ and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’” 
• Stephen was saying the same words. 
• Stephen was saying, in effect, that his vision confirmed Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah, 

who was sitting at the right hand of God. 
• He was basically condemning the council for having rejected Jesus. 
• Unless the council members were prepared to repent and admit their error, they had 

no option but to find Stephen also guilty of blasphemy. 
57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at 
him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him.  
• Stephen must have said more, but the Sanhedrin refused to hear. 
• This almost looks like a child who refuses to hear his parents. 
• Afterwards they rushed him and dragged Stephen outside of the city. 
• Now understand, only the Roman government only had the authority to execute 

someone. 
• Rather than going through the proper channels of a Roman court conviction, Stephen’s 

stoning here was more of a mob lynching than an official execution. 
Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.  
• Here in Acts the reader is introduced to Saul where he has some kind of authority to 

approve of the actions being taken, and it is affirmed by those who’re taking off their 
cloaks to perform the stoning on Stephen. 

• According to Luke, the writer of Acts, Saul will eventually become the central figure in 
the remainder of the book of Acts. 

• However, the memory of this event, will haunt Saul for the rest of his life. 
• Listen to his reflection— 
• Acts 22:20 And while the blood of your witness Stephen was shed, I myself was 

standing by, approving and keeping the coats of those who killed him.’ 
59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then 
he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had 
said this, he fell asleep. 1 And Saul approved of their killing him. 
• Stephen is stoned, and while he was being stoned the writer draws a parallel to the 

way Jesus died and Stephen death. 
• Before his death, Stephen says , “Lord Jesus receive my Spirit” where as Jesus cries, 

“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” 
• Stephen also says, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them” where as Jesus says, 

“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 
• Stephen was deliberately imitating his Master, but the only difference, is that Stephen 

is calling out to Jesus who he saw to be at the right hand of God. 
• The words, “he fell asleep” is another way of saying that Stephen died. 
• FF Bruce says, “it was an unexpectedly beautiful and peaceful description of so brutal a 

death.” 
• Directly in contrast is Saul’s dark approval of the incident demonstrating Saul’s 

murderous anger and in comparison to Stephen’s faith that shines in the midst of 
darkness. 

• Luke mentions Saul three times: 
1. Acts 7:58 where people were laying clothes at his feet. 
2. Here in Acts 8:1 “And Saul approved of their killing him” 
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3. Acts 8:3 But Saul was ravaging the church by entering house after house; dragging 
off both men and women, he committed them to prison. 

• As a young theological student, we see how Saul began to persecute the church.  
• His actions were well known all over the land. 
• Because of the persecution, this caused the early Christians to scatter. 
• When you try to contain God’s work like Saul did, guess what, it could not be stopped.  
• God was divinely using this terrible action to advanced his own redemptive agenda. 
• Saul was like trying to put an oil fire out with water. 
• As a young man filled with passion and conviction, Paul was convinced that persecuting 

Christians was the only way to contain the spreading gospel of Jesus Christ. 

2. Jesus Calls  (Acts 9:1-9) 
1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. 
He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so 
that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might 
take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.  
• In this text, Saul is still filled with hatred and hostility. 
• In Saul’s hope to contain the Christians, Saul wanted to go north 140 miles to 

Damascus (which is the capital city of modern day Syria) 
• Apparently there were some Jewish synagogues in Damascus, but what is interesting is 

that Jerusalem did not have jurisdiction that far north into that area. 
• Saul was determined to hunt them down. 
• Saul went to the high priest and asked for letters to the synagogues in Damascus in 

order to round up the early Christians, also called the members of the Way, and bring 
them back as religious prisoners in Jerusalem. 

• Later in Acts 26:11 Paul recalls, “By punishing them often in all the synagogues I tried 
to force them to blaspheme; and since I was so furiously enraged at them, I pursued 
them even to foreign cities.” 

• Here is a man filled with hatred and poisoned by prejudice as he journeyed to 
Damascus. 

3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 
him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?” 
• As Saul came near Damascus, suddenly in the middle of the day, light flashed all 

around him and his traveling companions. 
• Notice the action of God here. 
• God uses something to stop Saul in his tracks and gets his attention. 
• In the same way, God uses major events to get our attention, stops us in our tracks, to 

guide or lead us in a more preferable direction 
• In Saul’s situation, God audibly speaks to him with a question. 
• Notice this voice of God was not a chastisement, nor lightening to bring the fear of God 

to Saul, but in a relational way, God communicated to Saul like a friend speaking to 
another friend with a simple question. 

• Whenever Saul persecuted individuals in the church, in Jesus’ words, he was 
persecuting Jesus. 

• This was the first lesson Paul had to learn — that Christ’s body had a tangible presence 
on earth through the individuals who make up the church. 

• Christ’s body is us; it you and me!!! 
• Q: Do you realize the significance you have as part of the body of Christ when you 

walk out the front door?  
• Wherever you go and wherever you are, you are the body of Christ to help point others 

toward the truth about Christ! 
5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 
“Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 
• In this simple phrase from Jesus, Saul had to have been humbled to the point that he 

fell on his knees. 
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• The first humbling part of this interaction was actually encountering Jesus face to face. 
- Remember, Saul refused to accept the claims of Jesus 
- Think with me: Can you imagine the startling realization it was for Paul to know 

that the Jesus he was trying to persecute was calling out to him from heaven? 
- This means that the Christians, whom he fiercely hated, had been right in 

proclaiming the resurrection of Jesus because this same Jesus was calling out to 
him!!!! 

- The Jesus of history which he did not want to believe was the Christ of this 
appearance. 

• The second humbling aspect of this encounter was to discover that His teacher 
Gamaliel was right— 
Acts 5:38-39 Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let 
them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. But if it is from 
God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting 
against God.” 

• Saul had to realize that he was fighting against God. 
• The same Jesus he was fighting against had entered into his life, brought him to his 

knees, and demonstrated that he was wrong all these years. 
• Can you imaging that the things you so passionately believed for years were wrong 

and not true? 
• Saul’s religious, professional, and personal world that he had been building up toward, 

had fully collapsed where Saul is left groveling in his deep humility and sinfulness. 
7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not 
see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see 
nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and 
did not eat or drink anything. 
• Here we see the side effects of a person who has just come to the wonderful 

realization that everything about Jesus is absolutely true! 
• He wad probably fallen to his knees or prostrate on the ground and had to get up from 

the ground. 
• He was temporarily blinded for three days. 
• He did not eat or drink anything. 
• When you cannot see for three days, it becomes quite a humbling time where a person 

need to realign their focus. 
• It was a time to take the eyes off of oneself, and place everything upon the utter 

dependency of the Lord. 
• I would imagine Saul spent the next three days praying and confessing his sins in 

humility, repentance, and restoration. 
• This is why he refused to eat or drink anything. 
• Saul had to go through a period where there was a personal spiritual submission of his 

former incorrect WILL to completely align with the mighty and sovereign will of God. 

3. Early Ministry (Acts 9:10-22) 
    10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, 
“Ananias!”  “Yes, Lord,” he answered. 11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on 
Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a 
vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his 
sight.” 
    13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the 
harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with 
authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 
    15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim 
my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him 
how much he must suffer for my name.” 
• In Damascus, God sends Ananias to Saul’s location on Straight street for the sole 

purpose to place his hands on him and restore his sight. 
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• Ananias has concerns and questions about the nature of the request, but ultimately 
responds in obedience to the specific God given request. 

• God makes it clear to Ananias, that God has chosen this man for a specific task: 
proclaim the name of Jesus to Gentiles, kings, and Jews. 

• The Lord also informs Ananias that this one who has inflicted much suffering on 
Christians now will experience much suffering himself as he carries out his call to 
proclaim the name of Jesus. 

• In 2 Corinthians 11:23-29, we find Saul’s laundry list of the ways he suffered for the 
cause of Christ: beaten, shipwrecked, toll hardship, sleepless nights, hungry, thirsty, 
without food…etc. 

17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming 
here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 
Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got 
up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength.  
• Saul’s temporary blindness became the living metaphor in his life of how he was once 

blind to the truth of Jesus, but rescued by Jesus so that he was able to see. 
• 2 Corinthians 4:4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 

unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
who is the image of God. 

• In Paul’s writings we find rich metaphors of being blind and how the gospel of Christ 
allows people to see. 

• This is what happened to Saul both physically and spiritually. 
Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20 At once he began to preach in 
the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 21 All those who heard him were astonished 
and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this 
name? And hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?” 22 Yet 
Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving 
that Jesus is the Messiah. 
• Saul spends several days with the early Christians in Damascus. 
• At ONCE, Saul began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 
• Luke then describes the response of people to Saul’s preaching, “All those who heard 

him were astonished” because the Saul that they knew was now preaching not against 
Jesus but preaching about Jesus and how Jesus is the fulfillment of everything in the 
Torah, and the prophets. 

• Paul’s words grew more powerful and was able to prove that Jesus was the Messiah. 

• Every testimony has three components: 1. Life before Christ, what you were like; 2. 
Encounter with Christ, what Christ did; 3. Life after Christ, what Christ has done 

• In Saul’s situation: he was so smart and passionate he  really believed he was 
advancing God’s reign on earth by persecuting Christinas, Jesus dramatically came into 
his life and humbled him speechless, and now able to be a powerful preacher proving 
that Jesus is the Messiah. 

• Q: What is your testimony? How is God working in your life day by day and moment by 
moment? 

*Hymn       STF 2158 “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” 
1 I am weak, but thou art strong; 
Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 
I'll be satisfied as long 
as I walk, let me walk close to thee. 

Refrain: 
Just a closer walk with thee, 
grant it, Jesus, is my plea, 
daily walking close to thee: 
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 
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2 Through this world of toil and snares, 
if I falter, Lord, who cares? 
Who with me my burden shares? 
None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee. [Refrain] 

3 When my feeble life is o'er, 
time for me will be no more; 
guide me gently, safely o'er 
to thy shore, dear Lord, to thy shore. [Refrain] 

Offering 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us. As beloved children, let us be imitators of 
God, presenting our gifts as a fragrant offering and sacrifice, through Christ our Lord.  
*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessing flow. Praise Him all creatures here below.  
Praise him above the heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

*Prayer of Dedication  
Generous, transforming God, thank you for the blessing of honest labor, through which 
you have provided these gifts for our hands to share with those in need. We dedicate 
them now as an expression of your love for the world, through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

*Affirmation of Faith  (Apostle’s Creed) 
Minister:  
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, what do you believe? 
All: 
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
Let us pray for the needs of the world God so loves, saying, We wait for you, Lord, in 
your word we hope.  

Attentive God, we lift our voice to you. Drawn by your steadfast love and confident in 
your great power to redeem, we pray for the church, those in need, and all your 
creation. We wait for you, Lord, in your word we hope.  

Bless your church to extend mercy to the outcast, kindness to the stranger, and 
forgiveness to the erring. We wait for you, Lord, in your word we hope.  

Restore justice with mercy and truth with trust; in our nations and neighborhoods. We 
wait for you, Lord, in your word we hope.  

Raise up those who cry from the depths of poverty, oppression, illness, and despair. We 
wait for you, Lord, in your word we hope.  

Help us to put away bitterness and wrath, anger and slander, and be kind to one 
another, living in love as you have loved us. We wait for you, Lord, in your word we 
hope.  

Let your love embrace those we now remember: 
[Names may be called forth from the assembly.] We wait for you, Lord, in your word 
we hope.  
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Nourishing God, to you we commit our prayers through Christ, the bread of life, and 
now, with confidence as children of God, let us pray: 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory forever. Amen. 

*Hymn       PH 391 “Take My Life” 
1 Take my life, and let it be  
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 
Take my moments and my days;  
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

2 Take my hands, and let them move  
At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be  
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

3 Take my voice, and let me sing  
Always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be  
Filled with messages from Thee, 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

4 Take my silver and my gold;  
Not a mite would I withhold; 
Take my intellect, and use  
Rvery power as Thou shalt choose, 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 

5 Take my will, and make it Thine;  
It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own;  
It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour  
At Thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself, and I will be  
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

*Benediction 
The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace both 
now and evermore. 

*Organ Postlude       (please be seated for the postlude) 
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