
Presbyterian Church of Henderson 
Worship Service 10:00 AM 

August 22, 2021 
Life of Paul Series 

Ringing of the Bell 
Welcome and Announcements   

Prelude       I Will Trust Thee, David’s Lyre Brass Sextet   

*Call to Worship       
The Lord redeems the life of his servants.  
Thanks be to God!  
No one who takes refuge in him will be condemned.  
Praise the Lord!  
Let us worship the Lord 

*Hymn       PH 155 “Rejoice the Lord is King” 
1 Rejoice, the Lord is King!  
Your Lord and King adore! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing,  
And triumph evermore: 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

2 God's kingdom cannot fail,  
Christ rules o’er earth and heaven; 
The keys of death and hell  
Are to our Jesus given: 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

3 Rejoice in glorious hope!  
For Christ the Judge shall come 
To glorify the saints  
For their eternal home: 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

*Call to Confession 
Let us confess our sins to the One whose eyes are open day and night to heed our cry 
and our prayer.  

*Prayer of Confession     (unison) 
Watchful God, you know our plight. Offended, we have not believed your 
words. Complaining, we have betrayed your love. We are weak, estranged, 
wandering, and lost. Seeking to stand in our own strength, we fall. Strangers 
to your holiness, we wander. Defenseless against evil within and without, we 
are lost. Shine your light in our darkness, and guide us back to our place in 
you. Amen.  

*Assurance of Pardon 
The Living God hears our cry and forgives our sin! The Lord God is a sun and shield, 
bestowing favor and honor on us through Christ, the bread from heaven, who brings us 
back to God and feeds us with his strength.  
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*Gloria Patri  (PH 579)  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.  

*Passing the Peace 
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 
Let us share with one another a sign of Christ’s Peace. 

Please turn and bow to those around you saying “The Peace of Christ be with you” 

Prayer for Illumination 
Holy God, you have the words of eternal life. By your Holy Spirit, let your words pierce 
our darkness, strengthen our faith, and illumine our witness for you. Amen.  

First Reading       Psalm 84:1-12 
     How lovely is your dwelling place, LORD Almighty! My soul yearns, even faints, for 
the courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. Even the 
sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may have 
her young—a place near your altar, LORD Almighty, my King and my God. Blessed are 
those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you. Blessed are those whose 
strength is in you, whose hearts are set on pilgrimage. As they pass through the Valley 
of Baka, they make it a place of springs; the autumn rains also cover it with pools. 
They go from strength to strength, till each appears before God in Zion. Hear my 
prayer, LORD God Almighty; listen to me, God of Jacob. Look on our shield, O God; 
look with favor on your anointed one. Better is one day in your courts than a thousand 
elsewhere; I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the 
tents of the wicked. For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor 
and honor; no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless. LORD 
Almighty, blessed is the one who trusts in you.  

Special Music       David’s Lyre Brass Sextet 

Second Reading       Ephesians 6:10-20 
    Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, 
so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, 
you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 
Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate 
of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from 
the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you 
can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
     And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With 
this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. Pray also for 
me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make 
known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I 
may declare it fearlessly, as I should.  

Children’s Sermon       Pastor Eric 
• [Picture of a pretzel] 
• Created to remind us to pray. 
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• Ephesians 6:18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and 
requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s 
people. 

SERMON       “The Refining Years of Saul” 
Selected Texts 
August 22, 2021 

• There are variety of ways of making coffee. 
• There is the pour over, vacuum pot, percolator, but to the true coffee aficionados it 

would be the French press. 
• This is where coffee is coarsely ground, placed into the French Press.  
• Boiling water is added to the course grounds and it sits for 3-5 minutes. 
• Then the top of the French Press which is basically a fine mesh filter is placed on the 

top of the glass carafe, and at the the appropriate time, the floating grounds are 
filtered to the bottom of the press by pushing the screen with the grounds to the 
bottom of the carafe.  

• People will say the coffee flavor from a French press is the best way to brew because 
the coffee is steeped in its grounds allowing the full flavor of the bean to be extracted. 

• Because of this method of brewing, many people enjoy the essential oils that come 
from the bean as they float to the top where sometimes it includes a fine creamy foam 
which is often desirable. 

• In the same way, there are a variety of things in life that get better after pressure is 
applied. 

• Coal is pressed into diamonds. 
• Grapes are pressed into wine. 
• AND we are all pressed into spiritual maturity. 
• As we have been looking into the life of Apostle Paul, we can clearly see how God 

called him, nurtured him, and in today’s sermon God continues to refine him before he 
embarks upon his ministry. 

1. The Silent Years 
• Last week we talked about how Saul wherever he went stirred up the crowds so much 

that he seemed to produced anger from listeners. 
• In Damascus, the Hellenists were plotting to kill him, and he escapes by being lowered 

over the wall to avoid king Aretas’ guards who were watching the city gates hoping to 
capture him. 

• In Jerusalem, because of his preaching, he must have angered the Hellenists so much 
that they wanted to kill him. 

• So the disciples helped him escape to the coast in Caesarea, and they put him on a 
ship home toward Tarsus. 

• For the next 8-10 years no one knows what happened to Saul. 
• The is no record of any kind of missionary activity. 
• We find Saul in the prime of his life probably in his 30s 
• However, one thing we do know that he had this clear revelation from Jesus that Jesus 

IS the long awaited Messiah, and it was Jesus, the Son of God, who died on the cross 
and rose from the dead. 

• This is the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and 
• This is the message that he was to proclaim to the Gentiles. 
• Saul’s whole purpose in life had radically changed from trying to advance the law found 

in the Old Testament to being a part of God’s redemptive plan taking the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to the Gentiles. 

• So we find Saul on this ship going back home to his family. 
• You might want to guess what Saul must have been feeling: uncertain, frustrated, 

dumbfounded from all the events that have occurred in lightning fashion. 
• Do you think he asked the question, what have I gotten my life into? 
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• Frustrated because this good news about Jesus stirs up anger and threats against his 
life for accurately telling people that Jesus is the Messiah. 

• Uncertain to how his own family will respond to the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
• What happened in Tarsus? 
• Saul must have went back to helping in the family business, but how they responded 

to him we do not know. 
• I would imagine that they did not respond very favorably for Saul because he turned 

his his back upon everything they had groomed his life to be. 
• EX: It is kind of like the college child coming home to tell you, “Thanks for raising me, 

but that is not what I believe or do anymore.” 
• If Saul’s family did not believe, he had to work through the tensions of living in a 

Jewish home who lived still under the law. 
• Was he to participate in all the Jewish customs like he formally did when he lived at 

home? 
• Some say lived in a cave in the hills 
• I think he stayed at home and during that time it helped him shape what he wrote in 1 

Corinthians 9:20 “To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under 
the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that 
I might win those under the law. 

• If Saul stayed at home, he must have went back to help in the family business, but 
another thing he did was pray, studied, and sorted out many of the intricacies of 
reason and Biblical support for the gospel of Christ’s fulfillment in the Old Testament 
that is found in many of his letters that he was to write about a decade later. 

• When you read the book of Romans, you see Saul’s incredible mind carefully crafting 
his argument for the gospel. 

• You see, he did not write those words on the fly, but it must have come from years of 
thought, prayer, and study of the Scriptures. 

• NT Wright says in his biography of Paul, “Saul spent a silent decade deepening the 
well of scriptural reflection from which he would thereafter draw the water he 
needed.” 

2. The Church in Antioch 
Acts 11:19-22  Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that took place 
over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, and they spoke the word 
to no one except Jews. But among them were some men of Cyprus and Cyrene who, on 
coming to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists also, proclaiming the Lord Jesus. The hand of 
the Lord was with them, and a great number became believers and turned to the Lord. 

• Going back in time a little, when Stephen was stoned in front of Saul, the persecution 
began a Christian diaspora or dispersion away from Jews in Jerusalem to regions of 
Phonecia (the costal region West of Damascus), the Greek island of Cyprus, and Syrian 
Antioch in the North) 

• Here we see a fanning out of Christians who preached the word beyond Judea and 
Samaria, and wherever they went, they spoke mostly to Jews in those regions. 

• But the text says, some men from Cyrene (a Greek community in Northern Africa) and 
Greeks from Cyprus came to Antioch and spoke to Hellenists (Jews who chose to live a 
Greek lifestyle) proclaiming Jesus. 
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• Luke clearly communicates that because of the diaspora, the spread of gospel 
continued throughout the region, and the hand of the Lord was upon those to brought 
the Good News of Jesus to these new areas. 

• This information came back to Jerusalem, which seemed to be the headquarters for 
early Christianity, so they sent a man named Barnabas to the city of Antioch to see 
what was happening. 

• This is the modern city of Antakya or ancient Antioch. 
• This city is not to be confused with another city with the same name called Pisidian 

Antioch which we will see later in Paul’s missionary journeys. 
• For Cynthia and me, this was our first city on our pilgrimage through Turkey and 

Greece. 
• At the time, Antioch was the third greatest city of the Roman world. 
• It was 16 miles up the Orantes River that flowed from the hills to the sea. 

• This is a picture of the Orantes river at night. 
• In 300 BC Alexander the Great divided up his kingdom and gave this location to one of 

his generals, Seleucus Nicator who names Antioh after his father Antiocus, and its port 
Seleucia which was 15 miles down river. 

• Over the years, the city became known as “Antioch the Beautiful” because of its 
majestic buildings, and long paved boulevard which ran from North to South. 

• Antioch was very cosmopolitan. 
• It had a large colony of Jews, and Asians from Persia, India, and China. 
• In 64 BC it was absorbed into the Roman Empire and became the capitol of the 

imperial providence of Cilicia. 
• So you had Romans, Chinese, Indians, Persians, Greeks, and Jews that created a 

melting pot of cultures and religious gods. 
• This was the context of where God blessed the Good News Jesus Christ. 

• This is a geographic view of the city where you can see it was surrounded by 
mountains. And a river running right through it. 

• News began to spread that a large number of non-Jews in Antioch had become 
believers. 

3. Barnabas in Antioch 
Acts 11:22-24 News of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent 
Barnabas to Antioch. 
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• When Jerusalem leaders received this unusual news about the growth of the Jesus 
community in Antioch, they wanted to send someone who had understanding of both 
Greek-speaking and Jewish communities. 

• Barnabas became the natural choice since he was from Cyprus and also a Jewish 
Christian. 

• So Barnabas is sent from Jerusalem to Antioch. 
23 When he came and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced, and he exhorted them all to 
remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast devotion; for he was a good man, full of the 
Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were brought to the Lord. 
• Upon arrival, he discovered a large Northern, cosmopolitan, multi-cultural city. 
• Barnabas also saw how a great many of people were brought to the Lord in this city. 
• Back in Jerusalem there were still giant distinctions between Jews and non-Jews, but in 

Antioch these distinctions did not matter. 
• Both Jews and non-Jews were discovering faith in Jesus Christ. 
• Barnabas initially encouraged these believers, but found himself enjoying the culture, 

the friends he had made, and providing leadership to this incredible early church. 
• Barnabas probably made his home in Antioch, and as a result, the early church 

continued to grow rapidly. 
• What is special here is this phrase that Barnabas was “full of the Holy Spirit and of 

faith” 
• This means that Barnabas had the Spirit of Jesus Christ within him, and he had faith, 

which is the fruit of the Spirit. 
• What is important to know, through the Holy Spirit, Barnabas demonstrated humility 

not authority. 
• Since he was the representative from Jerusalem, he could have used his “credential 

card” being a Levite who found faith in Jesus using his full authority from Jerusalem 
over this wayward church in Antioch. 

• Rather, the Holy Spirit enabled him to see where God is at work. 
• He was able to see the grace of God working in Antioch. 
• Another sign of the Holy Spirit in his life was his ability to rejoice in what happened 

and encouraged the work to continue. 
• If fact, he liked what God was doing, and he stayed to spend time to encourage the 

church to live faithful to the Lord in steadfast devotion. 
• As the early church grew Barnabas realized that he needed help. needed help. 

4. Barnabas and Saul Reunited 
Acts 11:25-26 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found 
him, he brought him to Antioch. 
• After 10 years of thinking, questioning, wondering how Saul could ever be used in 

ministry, his friend Barnabas, sought him out in Tarsus and asked him to join him in 
ministry in Antioch. 

• Because of the multicultural nature of Saul’s experience, he become the perfect person 
to assist Barnabas in the ministry in Antioch. 

• The time that God used (what seems to be a dead end for Saul) has been a special 
time of refinement where God gently works on our hearts and minds to become 
prepared for something greater than the current. 

• Q: Have you ever been in a situation where you have questioned why you are there? 
God had a reason! 

So it was that for an entire year they met with the church and taught a great many 
people, and it was in Antioch that the disciples were first called “Christians.” 
• Notice how Saul’s combined ministry with Barnabas was not one of convicting 

evangelistic ministry, but they met and taught from the Scriptures. 
• Through the nurture of Barnabas, and the loving experience of being in the Body of 

Christ, God still continues to refine Saul. 
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• Here we have one of the most brilliant minds in the world, where God takes him 
though a period of refinement so that he can be more effectively used for God greater 
purposes. 

• Notice how the times Saul made mistakes in ministry, did not disqualify him fro be ing 
used by God, but it became the fuel that God used to build a greater character and 
skill for Saul’s ministry to change the world. 

*Hymn       PH 92 “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 
1 Beneath the cross of Jesus  
I fain would take my stand, 
The shadow of a mighty rock  
Within a weary land; 
A home within the wilderness,  
A rest upon the way, 
From the burning of the noontide heat,  
And the burden of the day. 

2 Upon that cross of Jesus  
Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One  
Who suffered there for me; 
And from my stricken heart with tears  
Two wonders I confess: 
The wonders of redeeming love  
And my unworthiness. 

Offering 
Our God has bestowed us with favor and honor through Christ, who has given us the 
words of eternal life. From this fullness, let us now offer our gifts of thanksgiving in the 
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessing flow. Praise Him all creatures here below.  
Praise him above the heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

*Prayer of Dedication  
Living God, we give you thanks for Christ, the bread from heaven, through whom we 
offer these gifts. Endow these gifts with your power, that they may express your 
steadfast love and impart your sustaining strength to all those in need. Amen.  

*Affirmation of Faith  (Apostle’s Creed) 
Minister:  
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, what do you believe? 
All: 
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
Let us pray to the Lord, saying, O God, keep your promise. You have the words of 
life.  
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Faithful God, there is no one like you in heaven or on earth. The highest heaven cannot 
contain you, yet you dwell in our midst and regard our prayers with favor. So we lift 
our hearts in your house, praying by the power of your Spirit and persevering in 
supplication for the church, the creation, and those in need. O God, keep your 
promise. You have the words of life.  

Let your church stand firm in the strength of your power, overcoming evil and 
proclaiming the gospel of peace. O God, keep your promise. You have the words of 
life.  

May the rulers, authorities, and cosmic powers of this present darkness yield to your 
reign of love, peace, justice, and goodness for all. O God, keep your promise. You 
have the words of life.  

Protect and comfort the weak, the young; Hear the cry of the stranger, the forgotten. 
O God, keep your promise. You have the words of life.  

Strengthen our faith, deepen our love, empower our witness. O God, keep your 
promise. You have the words of life.  

May those we remember now find refuge in the midst of your mercy.  
• Mark Horton’s children: Paige, new liver; Jennifer 
• Cynthia family: arrangements for her father 
• Allen Jenner - knee replacement surgery 
•
O God, keep your promise. You have the words of life.  

Happy are those who have passed into your presence in hope of the resurrection. O 
God, keep your promise. You have the words of life.  

Lord God, you are our sun and shield, our strength and hope. With joy, we entrust our 
prayers to you through Jesus Christ our Lord, and now, with confidence as children of 
God, let us pray: 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory forever. Amen. 

*Hymn       PH 263 “Immortal Invisible, God Only Wise” 
1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
Most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise. 

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice, like mountains, high soaring above 
Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 

3 To all, life Thou givest, to both great and small; 
In all life Thou livest, the true life of all; 
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
And wither and perish; but naught changeth Thee. 

4 Thou reignest in glory, Thou rulest in light, 
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Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight; 
All praise we would render; O help us to see 
'Tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee! 

*Benediction 
The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace both 
now and evermore. 

*Organ Postlude       (please be seated for the postlude)
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