
Presbyterian Church of Henderson 
Worship Service 10:00 AM 

August 1, 2021 
Life of Paul Series 

Ringing of the Bell 
Welcome and Announcements  Pastor Eric 

Organ Prelude  Kristin Jones, Director of Music   

*Call to Worship   Walt Dickinson    
We do not live by bread alone,  
but by the Word who became flesh  
and dwells among us.  
Christ is the true bread of heaven,  
the manna of new life.  
Come, let us worship the Lord.  

*Hymn       PH 461 “God is Here” 
1 God is here! As we Your people 
Meet to offer praise and prayer, 
May we find in fuller measure 
What it is in Christ we share. 
Here, as in the world around us, 
All our varied skills and arts 
Wait the coming of the Spirit 
Into open minds and hearts. 

2 Here are symbols to remind us 
Of our lifelong need of grace; 
Here are table, font, and pulpit; 
Here the cross has central place. 
Here in honesty of preaching, 
Here in silence, as in speech, 
Here, in newness and renewal, 
God the Spirit comes to each. 

3 Here our children find a welcome 
In the Shepherd's flock and fold, 
Here, as bread and wine are taken, 
Christ sustains us as of old. 
Here the servants of the Servant 
Seek in worship to explore 
What it means in daily living 
To believe and to adore. 

4 Lord of all, of church and kingdom, 
In an age of change and doubt 
Keep us faithful to the gospel, 
Help us work Your purpose out. 
Here, in this day's dedication, 
All we have to give, receive; 
We, who cannot live without You, 
We adore you! We believe! 

*Call to Confession 
God has given us a sign showing that love is stronger than death. The sign of 
the cross points to our exodus from bondage to sin. Let us repent, seek God’s 
forgiveness, and enter into new life in Christ.  

*Prayer of Confession     (unison) 
God, you have called us to live lives worthy of the calling to which we 
have been called. But we confess to you and each other that we have 
not always spoken the truth in love; we have not always made every 
effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Forgive 
us and, by your grace, help us to grow in every way into him who is our 
head, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

*Assurance of Pardon 
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The bread of life God sends is the offering of the only begotten Son. Whoever 
comes in Jesus Christ shall never be hungry; whoever believes in him shall 
never thirst. Believe the gospel; in Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven. Amen.  

*Gloria Patri  (PH 579)  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.  

*Passing the Peace 
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 
Let us share with one another a sign of Christ’s Peace. 

Prayer for Illumination 
God of unity, Body of peace, Spirit of community, bind us together around your 
Word and send us out to do your justice, show your mercy, and embody your 
redeeming love, glorifying you, Holy Trinity. Amen.  

First Reading       Psalm 51:1-12 
    Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my 
iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.  
    For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, 
you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are 
justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment. Indeed, I 
was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me. 
    You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my 
secret heart. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall 
be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you 
have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my 
iniquities. 
 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from 
me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

Second Reading       Ephesians 4:1-16 
    I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the 
calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just 
as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
   But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 
Therefore it is said, “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a 
captive; he gave gifts to his people.” (When it says, “He ascended,” what does it 
mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who 
descended is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he 
might fill all things.) The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for 
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the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to 
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to 
the measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed 
to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by 
their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must 
grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the 
whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is 
equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in 
building itself up in love. 

SERMON          “PAUL: The Person God Chooses” 
Selected text 

• What always amazes me about the Olympics is to watch the best of the best. 
• These are people who have trained for years, who have won local, state, and 

national tournaments in their sport. 
• What does it take to be the best? 
• Passion and dedication to their sport. 
• In the same way, as we begin our new series of the Life of Apostle Paul, we will 

quickly find a man who was the best of the best. 
• No other person has had a direct and greater influence on the world than Paul. 
• Paul’s letters, they occupy fewer than eighty pages.  
• Taken as a whole, they are shorter than almost any single one of Plato’s or 

Aristotle’s writings.  
• What is amazing about Paul’s letters is that these letters, page for page, have 

been read by more people, and have generated more comment, more sermons 
and seminars, more monographs and dissertations than any other writings 
from the ancient world. 

• N.T. Wright says, “It is as though eight or ten small paintings by an obscure 
artist were to become more sought after, more studied and copied, more highly 
valued than all the Rembrandts and Titians and all the Monets and Van Goghs 
in the world.” 

• Young people today want to change the world. 
• I am amazed how this younger generation desires to clean and save the planet, 

fight for justice in the nation and the world, do things that a bigger and 
broader than than our parents taught us. 

• Q: What does it take to make a significant impact upon our world? 
• I think we can learn much from Apostle Paul. 

1. Who was Saul? 
Romans 11:1 I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the 
tribe of Benjamin. 
Philippians 3:5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; 
• The first thing you will notice here is that Paul was Jewish: he calls himself an 

Israelite, and he was circumcised on the 8th day precisely according to Jewish 
custom. 

• With much pride, he calls himself a Hebrew born of Hebrews, of the tribe of 
Benjamin. 
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• He was probably given a Jewish name Saul in honor of the most famous 
Benjamite in history, King Saul in the OT. 

• Saul was the name used at home where he spoke Aramaic, and when he 
stepped outside the door, he probably used his Roman name, Paul where he 
spoke Greek and Latin. 

• I think these cross cultural situations are fascinating. 
• EX: My mother was born in Mexicali and spoke Chinese in the home. Why 

because of the US Chinese Exclusion Act (1882-1942) where the Chinese who 
wanted to immigrate into this country lived on the boarder of CA and Mexico for 
60 years until the laws changed. 

• In the same way, Paul grew up in a Jewish home and lived with a strict 
adherence to the Law of Moses. 

• This strict sect of Judaism, sought to guard their offspring against 
contamination. 

• Friendship with Gentile children were discouraged and Greek ideas were 
despised. 

• By the time he was 13, Paul had mastered Jewish history, the Psalms and the 
prophets. 

• What was unique about Paul is that Paul’s ear had been trained to the very 
pitch of accuracy where he could retain what he has heard like a photographic 
mind retains a printed page. 

Acts 23:6 Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others 
Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am a Pharisee, descended 
from Pharisees. 
• Paul grew up, probably from the influence of his parents, destined to become a 

Pharisee. 
• What was unique about Paul was that he also was a Roman citizen. 
• He was Jewish by faith and a Roman citizen by birth. 
• He had the best of both worlds. 
• Unlike others who had to buy their Roman citizenship Paul was born a Roman 

citizen. 
Acts 22:28 Then the commander said, “I had to pay a lot of money for my 
citizenship.” “But I was born a citizen,” Paul replied. 
• This was when Paul was in Jerusalem under arrest speaking to the commander 

of the centurions. 
• It is possible that Paul’s parents who were successful tentmakers in Tarsus 

became very wealthy in their trade, and was able to buy citizenship before Paul 
was born, thus passing on to Paul by birth his Roman citizenship. 

• Paul took pride in his Roman citizenship, and it came from the hard work of his 
parents to secure Roman citizenship for themselves to pass on to their children. 

• As you can see, Paul had a unique mixed background to make him the perfect 
person God could use. 

• He was multilingual- multicultural and could walk in and out of different cultural 
situations with ease 

• This is why it is important for people to look at our own backgrounds and know 
that our unique mix of family dynamics, upbringings, culture, economic status. 

• This creates a person whom God can use. 
• Some of us are so ashamed of our past, the it becomes the stumbling block to 

be fully used by God in the future. 

 of 4 10



2. Where did he come from? 
Acts 21:39 Paul replied, “I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of an 
important city 
• Paul came from the city of Tarsus from the region of Cilicia. 
• It was a city between the mountains and the Mediterranean Sea. 
• It is located underneath modern day Mersin, Turkey. 
• In fact much of the ancient world is buried underneath current modern cities. 
• If you were to dig underneath a house in these ancient cities, there is a very 

good chance you would find ruins of the ancient city. 

• This is a picture of ancient Tarsus amidst of the modern city.  
• This place was excavated to build a new building, only to find this Roman road 

that went through the city. 
• This road is a typical Roman road with drainage along the sides, but the fact 

that the road stones were made of a lava rock, it tells us that this was a very 
upper class (Rodeo Drive) street in Tarsus. 

• It is one of the oldest continuously inhabited urban centers in the world. 
• Tarsus was the capitol of the Roman providence of Cilicia. 
• The city was built along the ancient Cyndus river where it emptied into the 

Mediterranean. 
• In fact, historically the Cyndus river is where Cleopatra, the empress of Egypt, 

sailed up to meet Mark Anthony who was residing in his imperial palace in 
Tarsus. 

• This happened about 40 years prior to Paul’s birth. 
• In the North, there was a mountainous range that guarded the sprawling city.  
• The only passage through the mountains was a narrow passageway called the 

Cilician Gates. 
• It was a chiseled crevice wide enough for a wagon pass through 
• To the Romans, controlling these gates, controlled entrance to the city from the 

North thus making ancient Tarsus the perfect location for the Roman capitol city 
of the region. 

• Tarsus was considered a free trade city, it had the right to import and export 
goods without paying Roman taxes. 

• Because it was on a major trade route of the ancient world this contributed to 
the success and incredible growth of Tarsus as a commercial center. 

• [pic of ancient Roman road leaving Tarsus] 

• Paul’s family probably had wealth, and it came from their tent making business. 
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• In Tarsus mountains the city raised these black haired goats where the hair was 
woven together to make black cloth called cilicium. 

• Tents were often made out of this material because it was breathable in warm 
weather, but water resistant during storms. 

• It was the Gortex fabric of its day. 

• These black tents from Tarsus was known far and wide of the ancient world for 
it quality and durability. 

• Paul’s parents were probably engaged in this profitable tent making business 
and taught Paul the trade which would sustain him throughout his missionary 
journeys. 

3. Where did he get his training? 
Acts 22:3  “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the 
feet of Gamaliel, educated strictly according to our ancestral law, being zealous for 
God, just as all of you are today. 
• Tarsus was also a university city, but because of the Greek philosophical 

influence, a Pharisaical family would not send their child to the local pagan 
university. 

• When Paul was 13 he was sent to Jerusalem to sit at the feet of Gamaliel. 
• Gamaliel was the most famous rabbi mentioned in the New Testament. 
• Having the ability to go to Jerusalem to sit under the best rabbi, this 

demonstrates the influence and wealth of Paul’s parents. 
• Paul’s religious school was mainly oral. 
• The school of Gamaliel had a bias against any book other than the Scriptures. 
• Paul eventually not only became well versed in the Old Testament, but in the 

traditionalism and rabbinical interpretations as well. 
• Paul learned to debate in a question and answer style known in the ancient 

world as the diatribe 
• He also learned to become not only a preacher but also a later so that he could 

prosecute or defend those accused of breaking the sacred law. 
• So Paul became one of the most brilliant learners of his day. 
• He became convinced that there needed to be a movement to urge fellow Jews 

into a more radical obedience to the ancient rules and regulations set up by his 
forefathers and to discourage any deviations by all means possible. 

4. What was Paul Like? 

 of 6 10



Galatians 1:14 I advanced in Judaism beyond many among my people of the same 
age, for I was far more zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. 
• A what is seen here in this text, Paul describes himself as zealous for the 

traditions of his ancestors. 
• Paul had a singular focus to his beliefs. 
• What is interesting is that Paul was trained under Gamaliel who was the 

grandson of the famous Rabbi Hillel. 
• A contemporary to Rabbi Hillel was Rabbi Shammai where both leaders held to 

opposing schools of thought. 
• Hillel school of thought had a more lenient view of the Old Testament law and 

the Shammai school of thought held to a more stringent in its interpretation of 
the law. 

• The Shammai believed that if God was going to establish his reign on earth as in 
heaven, then those who were zealous for God and Torah would have to say their 
prayers, sharpen their swords, and get ready for action. 

• Can you guess which school of thought Paul developed in his training? 
• Paul’s zealous school of thought aligned more with the Shammai, thus making 

him pull away from his respected Rabbi to lean toward an action oriented 
zealousness. 

• This was the perspective to take action or even sword to defend the purity and 
future of Judaism. 

• EX: Peter and John in Acts 4-5 were brought before the Sanhedrin and were 
ordered to not to preach about Jesus. 

• In Acts 5, the Sanhedrin wanted to put the disciples to death, however, Gamaliel 
convinced the Sanhedrin to leave them alone. 

• Because the Hillel school of thought says “If it is not of God, their purpose will 
fail, if it is of God, you will not be able to stop it. 

• That day the disciples were spared because of Gamaliel 
Philippians 3:4-6 If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in 
the flesh, I have more:circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as 
for zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. 
• Here, Paul emphasizes his zealousness to affirm his own radical position for his 

actions. 
• In the last verse, Paul describes himself as a Pharisee. 
• He was raised as a Pharisee and became a Pharisee 
• When Paul describes his zeal, Paul had become one of the most bitter hates of 

the early Christians. 
• I like what one commentator says, “If persecuting zeal could ever have opened 

the gates of heaven, Paul would have walked right in!” 
• Paul followed the law so carefully that he believed the early Christians were a 

detriment to Judaism and felt he had persecute them one by one. 

‣ In conclusion, what amazes me about the early years of Paul, is how God can 
use some like Paul. 

‣ All of his attributes of wealth, intellect, conviction, passion, determination, 
passion, position, skills, and his background created a person who had the most 
significant impact upon Christianity. 

‣ This tells me that no one has an excuse, not to be used for God. 
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‣ If you are ashamed about your past because you have done some awful things, 
get over it! God’s redemptive plan needs you! 

‣ The harvest is pleniful but the workers are few. 

*Hymn       PH 324 “Open My Eyes That I May See” 
1 Open my eyes, that I may see 
Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me; 
Place in my hands the wonderful key 
That shall unclasp and set me free. 

Refrain: 
Silently now I wait for Thee, 
Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 
Open my eyes (ears, heart), illumine me, 
Spirit divine! 

2 Open my ears, that I may hear 
Voices of truth Thou sendest clear; 
And while the wave notes fall on my ear, 
Everything false will disappear. (Refrain) 

3 Open my mouth, and let me bear, 
Gladly the warm truth everywhere; 
Open my heart and let me prepare 
Love with Thy children thus to share. (Refrain) 

Offering 
The worship God blesses is honest and personal, a broken and contrite heart. 
When we give of ourselves to God, our hearts are changed for good. Let us 
present tithes and offerings.  
*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessing flow. Praise Him all creatures here below.  
Praise him above the heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

*Prayer of Dedication  
Holy and loving God, we present these offerings to praise you and to help in the 
service of the church. Accept them as outward signs of our joyful discipleship in 
the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen .  

*Affirmation of Faith  (Apostle’s Creed) 
Minister:  
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, what do you believe? 
All: 
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
Holy and gracious God, you are the giver of joy.  

Hear us as we pray for the sick. [pause] 
We pray for those with chronic illness, for those who have life-threatening 
conditions, and for those with inadequate medical care. Bring the healing we 
need.  

Hear us as we pray for all who are hungry. [pause] 
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We pray for those who live in regions of drought and famine, for those who 
cannot afford nutritious food, and for the vulnerable who are not adequately 
fed. Give us the food we need.  

Hear us as we pray for those who grieve. [pause] 
We pray for those who mourn a loved one, for those whose communities are no 
more, and for those who cannot imagine a joyful future. Give us comfort to 
restore hope.  

Hear us as we pray for the world’s victims. [pause] 
We pray for those who are caught in violence, for those who are trapped in 
others’ self-seeking, and for those who suffer from neglect.  

And now hear us as we pray for those around us. 
- Those with new life: Stepheny’s son Kevin, Molly and Sam new daughter 
- Health: Martha Hodge healing, Mark and Bitsy’s daughters-Paige new liver, 

and Jennifer leukemia 
- Pat Harvey-medical and health challenges 
- Cynthia’s father-in hospital being treated for aspiration pneumonia 
- Care facilities: Maggie Grant and Suzi Chisholm 

Lord Jesus, we lift up our prayers to you in whose name we pray, and now, with 
confidence as children of God, let us pray: 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the 
Power, and the Glory forever. Amen. 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
Words of Institution 
Communion 
Prayer 

*Hymn       PH 514 “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” 
1 Let us talents and tongues employ, 
Reaching out with a shout of joy: 
Bread is broken, the wine is poured, 
Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 

Refrain: 
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

2 Christ is able to make us one. 
At the table He sets the tone, 
Teaching people to live to bless, 
Love in word and in deed express. (Refrain) 

3 Jesus calls us in, sends us out 
Bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 
Gives us love to tell, bread to share: 
God (Immanuel) everywhere! (Refrain) 
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*Benediction 
The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you, 
and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give 
you peace both now and evermore. 

*Organ Postlude       (please be seated for the postlude) 
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