Presbyterian Church of Henderson
Worship Service 10:00 AM
June 13, 2021
Ringing of the Bell
Welcome and Announcements
Pastor Eric Hoey
• Next week is Father’s Day which means the babybottle boomerang is coming to an
end. Fill these bottles with change to support Marsha’s place.
• This Wednesday, I am meeting with young fathers over coffee at Roast at 7:15a.
Everyone is welcome to join us!
• Gospel of Mark Study has moved to Monday nights at 7:00-p. We meet on Zoom. Join
us tomorrow to finish up the Gospel of Mark.
• HCCO - Dish liquid.
• Sign-up for in the back
Organ Prelude

Kristin Jones, Director of Music

*Call to Worship
The kingdom of God is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of seeds on earth; it
grows up and becomes the greatest of shrubs, and the birds of the air make nests in
its shade. Give thanks to God, whose promised reign is coming. Thanks be to God!
*Hymn
PH 139 Come Thou Almighty King
1 Come, Thou Almighty King,
Help us Thy name to sing,
Help us to praise:
Father, all-glorious,
O’er all victorious,
Come, and reign over us,
Ancient of Days.
2 Come, Thou Incarnate Word,
Gird on Thy mighty sword,
Our prayer attend:
Come, and Thy people bless,
And give Thy word success;
Spirit of holiness,
On us descend.

3 Come, Holy Comforter,
Thy sacred witness bear
In this glad hour:
Thou who almighty art,
Now rule in every heart,
And ne’er from us depart,
Spirit of power.
4 To Thee, great One in Three,
The highest praises be,
Hence evermore!
Thy sovereign majesty
May we in glory see,
And to eternity
Love and adore.

*Call to Confession
When we gather to worship God, we remember that we are God’s people, but we have
often preferred our way instead of God’s. Trusting God’s power to make us new
persons in Christ, let us confess our sin before God and one another.
*Prayer of Confession
(unison)
Holy God, the parable of the mustard seed teaches us that a little faith can
produce great work in your kingdom. Yet we are too timid to bear the fruit of
your righteousness, for we walk by sight and not by faith. Forgive us, Lord;
we do not uphold the poor or the oppressed. We do not advocate for the
powerless or the voiceless. We do not sacrifice ourselves for the needs of our
neighbors. Renew us with the love of Christ so that we live no longer for
ourselves, but for Christ who became the seed of your righteousness in us.
Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
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We who walk by faith and not by sight believe the good news. If anyone is in Christ,
there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become
new! Praise be to God for the mercy and grace that forgives our sins. Alleluia. Amen!
*Gloria Patri (PH 579)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.
*Passing the Peace
Please turn and bow to someone out of respect and love— “The peace of Christ be with
you”
Prayer for Illumination
Holy Spirit, by your mysterious power speak to us your truth and show us your
wisdom, that we may know you more deeply and serve you more faithfully, for the
sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.
First Reading
Psalm 20:1- 9
To the leader. A Psalm of David.
The LORD answer you in the day of trouble!
The name of the God of Jacob protect you!
May he send you help from the sanctuary,
and give you support from Zion.
May he remember all your offerings,
and regard with favor your burnt sacrifices. Selah
May he grant you your heart’s desire,
and fulfill all your plans.
May we shout for joy over your victory,
and in the name of our God set up our banners.
May the LORD fulfill all your petitions.
Now I know that the LORD will help his anointed;
he will answer him from his holy heaven
with mighty victories by his right hand.
Some take pride in chariots, and some in horses,
but our pride is in the name of the LORD our God.
They will collapse and fall,
but we shall rise and stand upright.
Give victory to the king, O LORD;
answer us when we call.
Choir Anthem

“Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel”

Second Reading
2 Corinthians 11:22-29
Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they descendants of
Abraham? So am I. Are they ministers of Christ? I am talking like a madman—I am a
better one: with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless floggings,
and often near death. Five times I have received from the Jews the forty lashes minus
one. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I received a stoning. Three times I was
shipwrecked; for a night and a day I was adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger
from rivers, danger from bandits, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles,
danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers
and sisters; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, hungry and thirsty,
often without food, cold and naked. And, besides other things, I am under daily

2 of 8

pressure because of my anxiety for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak?
Who is made to stumble, and I am not indignant?
Children’s Sermon
Pastor Eric
• Good morning children.
• Miss Cynthia and I just came back from Turkey and Greece to trace the footsteps of
Paul.
• I something to share with you from our trip. [pottery]
• [show three pics] We were visiting the city of ancient Lystra that was way up on a hill.
• As we climbed we found broken bits of clay roof tiles and pottery.
• This entire ancient hill that was untouched.
• I felt like we were the early explorers discovering this ancient city.
• You wonder how may treasures are buried under the soil. Right?
• ISW, that these treasures were buried for 2000 years under the soil, Jesus Christ
whom we talk about in church can either be buried in your brain, or you can take Jesus
as your LORD and savior discover the amazing value of living your life with faith in
Christ.
• Don’t leave Jesus buried somewhere, but every week you have the opportunity to
learn, grow, and develop your faith in Jesus as you com to church.
• When you do not come to church, Jesus becomes buried.
SERMON
“Reflections on the Footsteps of Paul”
Selected texts
•
•
•

Good morning, it is wonderful to be back.
I missed you all.
I wanted to offer my heartfelt thanks to Rev. Tom Sale for filling the pulpit during my
absence.

•

Cynthia and I had just come back from the experience of a lifetime tracing the
Footsteps of Paul throughout Turkey and Greece.
If I could summarize it up in three phrases:
1. It was spiritually renewing: studied scripture, asking God what is he showing us
2. Intellectually stimulating: to learn about ancient history and what cultural
influences that dominated the city
3. Physically challenging: We walked a total fo 75 miles and climbed up hills to reach
many of the ancient cities because they were fortified up on a hill

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

After we finish up the Gospel of Mark, I will be giving a sermon series on the Life of
Paul.
I originally wanted to switch to a character study on Joseph after we finish Mark, but
after this trip, I had become convinced of changing it the Life of Apostle Paul.
This morning I wanted to reflect with you some of my personal highlights from our trip.
On the cover of your bulletin is a picture of a small section of the Roman Roads that
the Romans built over 2000 of years ago.
Roman roads were the physical infrastructure vital to the maintenance, development,
and economics of the Roman state.
I have been told that there are over 50,000 miles of Roman roads throughout the
Roman Empire.
This road is outside of Tarsus where Paul was raised, and was probably traveled by Paul
many times.

1. OIKOS
PIC: Mosics
• Yes, it is a popular name for a brand of yogurt (which we ate a lot of)

3 of 8

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

2.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

This is the Greek word for a household, house, or family. Fundamentally it is a basic
unit of society.
In English, “household” connotes nuclear family.
In the Greek usage, it has a broader emphasis that includes family,
neighbors, coworkers, and friends.
It is those whom we come into regular contact is our oikos.
When we looked at the ruins of many ancient cities, we would
often see homes that had beautiful mosaics on the floor because it
was a demonstration of wealth.
Because in the early church often met in an OIKOS and the larger
the house, the more people were able to meet.
In fact in Laodiciea, we saw these houses that had beautiful
mosaics, and some of them were so wealthy that they had areas
of their house that was dedicated to lectures of even worship for a
house church to gather.
The early church probably met in an oikos or household similar
these.
Michael Green in Evangelism in the Early Church, observes how
the New Testament church vigorously adhered to the oikos
principle as its strategy for the Christian advance. Early Christians
grasped that when the message of faith was heard and
demonstrated by friends and family, receptiveness to the Gospel
exponentially increased.
John 13:35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if
you have love for one another.
What spoke to me about “oikos” was the reality and necessity of
smaller accountability groups within a local church.
Every growing Christian needs to be a part of an oikos of other
Christians where we can love and be loved, serve and be served,
learn and teach others, and together demonstrate the love of
Christ to the world.
The idea is being able to form groups 6-10 people who meet on a
regular basis and invite others to become apart of the oikos.
This is how the early church functioned: They met in house
groups, and invited others to be part of their group.
Most people come to a church not because of the great
advertising, programing, great speaker or sermon, but people will come because of a
personal invitation….all through the power of an oikos.
TENACITY
Paul had to courage to face the s spiritual forces in every city
In every city Paul proclaimed the gospel There was usually temples to other Gods.
Sometimes is was to a Greek god an other times it was for the worship of the Roman
emperor.
This is the Parthenon in Athens, that was one of the seven
wonders of the ancient world, it housed the goddess of Athena.
Temple of Apollo in Corinth
Temple of Aphrodites in Corinth
All of these temples showed the strong religious strongholds
these religions had upon a city.
When Paul came into the city to bring the good news of Christ.
He had to spiritually confront spiritual forces that drove the
economic engine in these communities.
This led to riots where people wanted to take his life because of
how the good news of Christ effected their business.
In Ephesus, the great pride and joy of they city was their
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worship of the goddess of Artemis.
Acts 19:23-26 About that time no little disturbance broke out
concerning the Way. A man named Demetrius, a silversmith
who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought no little business
to the artisans. These he gathered together, with the workers
of the same trade, and said, “Men, you know that we get our
wealth from this business. You also see and hear that not only
in Ephesus but in almost the whole of Asia this Paul has persuaded and drawn away a
considerable number of people by saying that gods made with hands are not gods.
This led to a riot in Ephesus.
Toward the end of Paul’s ministry, everywhere Paul went, people wanted to kill him
I heard of people giving up their lives for their work, but here we saw Paul dedicated to
the message of the good news of Jesus Christ, that the fear of death did not slow him
down.
EX: we worry about going out in public because the COVID is deadly, but Paul was
willing to face anything: persecution, imprisonment, and beatings to proclaim the
gospel.
Q: DO I have that kind of tenacity?
FRUIT
We went to the ancient city of Philippi.
Here is the theater of the city.
In every ancient city, the Romans built a marketplace called
the agora where it is the center of the city that was an open
area surrounded with colonnades that covered the front of the
shops.
Acts 16:11-15 We set sail from Troas and took a straight
course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from
there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of
Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for
some days. On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by
the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and
we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there.
A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was
listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer
in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to
what was said by Paul. When she and her household were
baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be
faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed
upon us.
Lydia became traditionally know as the first Christian follower of
Christ in Philippi, and outside the city is this place traditionally know
are the site where Lydia was baptized.
God used the faithfulness of Paul to come to a particular city, share
the gospel, and enjoy the fruit of God using and working through
him.
Q: are you bearing fruit by your faithfulness to being obedient to
Christ? Do you see lives changed around you?
As I wrestled with the same question about my own personal
fruitfulness. God convicted me to desire to make my life count to
bear fruit in everything that I do.

4. CHURCH
• Acts 11:19-21 Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that took
place over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, and they spoke
the word to no one except Jews. But among them were some men of Cyprus and
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Cyrene who, on coming to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists also, proclaiming the Lord
Jesus. The hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number became believers and
turned to the Lord.
God begins to do work beyond the scope of Jerusalem to a place called Antioch.
The church in Jerusalem sent Barnabas to Antioch.
After he sees what the Lord is doing in this city, he goes to Tarsus to pick up Paul to
join him in his ministry in Antioch.
Acts 11:25-26 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look
for Saul, and when he had found him, he brought him
to Antioch. So it was that for an entire year they met
with the church and taught a great many people, and it
was in Antioch that the disciples were first called
“Christians.”
This is a site that is traditionally known to be one of the
early churches in Antioch.
Acts 13:1-3 Now in the church at Antioch there were
prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was
called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of
the court of Herod the ruler, and Saul. 2 While they
were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit
said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work
to which I have called them.” 3 Then after fasting and
praying they laid their hands on them and sent them
off.
At one of our first places we saw ancient ruins, at the
beach off the coast of Antioch, this is the harbor where
Saul and Barnabas walked off the stone block wharf
onto a ship to take them to Barnabas’ home town of
Cyprus to begin to spread the Good News of Christ.
Saul and Barnabas would have never left Antioch
without the call from the Holy Spirit that came from the
early church in Antioch.
This multi-diverse leadership team sent these men to
change the world.

Personal Highlights
4. OIKOS
5. TENACITY
6. FRUIT
7. CHURCH
Offering
God has provided us with all that we need. It is our privilege to give back to God. Let
us return a portion of what God has so freely given to us. Let us now humbly bring our
gifts to the Lord.
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessing flow. Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise him above the heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
*Prayer of Dedication
Bless, O God, the gifts that we bring this day, that they may be a sign of our
commitment to your kingdom and a pledge of our love for you and your world. Multiply
the work done by our time, treasures, and talents, that your presence and compassion
may be known in all the earth. Amen.
*Affirmation of Faith
Minister:

(Apostle’s Creed)

6 of 8

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, what do you believe?
All:
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.
Prayers of the People
[A time of silence follows each petition.]
Lord our God, who created all things and promises us an eternal realm, hear our
prayers of intercession, spoken and unspoken.
We pray for those who lead our local and national governments. [silence]
Quiet their spirits so that they can only hear your voice. Strengthen their families allow
them to live quite peaceful lives. Fortify their decisions according to your will rather
than their own.
We pray for peace. [silence]
Eternal God, you sent us a Savior, Jesus Christ, to break down the walls of hostility
that divide us. Send peace to the places where greed, pride, and anger turn nation
against nation, race against race, church against church.
We pray for the leaders of the church and the nations. [silence]
Mighty God, sovereign over all, give the leaders of the church and the leaders of
nations the vision of your kingdom, that they may lead us with justice and goodwill.
We pray for those who are in pain in body and mind. [silence]
Merciful God, you bear the pain of the world. Look with compassion on those who are
sick. Stand with those who sorrow. Show them hope by your Word; bring healing as a
sign of your grace.
Let us pray for friends and families. [silence]
God of love, bless us and those we love, our friends and families, so that by drawing
close to you we may be drawn closer to each other.
All these things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, who died for us and rose for us,
who reminds us of your saving grace, and now, with confidence as children of God, let
us pray:
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory forever. Amen.
*Hymn
PH 339 Be Thou My Vision
1 Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art-Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.
2 Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
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Thou mine inheritance, now and always:
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
Great God of heaven, my treasure Thou art.
3 Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.
*Benediction
The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be
gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace both
now and evermore.
*Organ Postlude

(please be seated for the postlude)
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