December 2020

PRESBYTERIAN TIMES
Pastor’s Corner Psalm 8:1 O LORD, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens

When you look at the beauty and the majesty of the night sky, it is easy to see
God’s fingerprint upon creation. God orchestrated the most elaborate universe of scale
and wonder that we humans will ever see. When you look at the number of the stars, the
majesty of the mountains, the serenity of a babbling brook, or the beauty of a passing
deer, we can easily see God’s amazing creation everywhere we turn twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week.
The world in its intricacies, mystery, beauty, and diversity can only be created by the master design of God who
makes all things speaking it into being.
Matthew 1:23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
In this text, the God of the creation breaks into humanity with a son called, “Emmanuel.” The meaning
of the word is “God with us.” Think about it, the creator of the universe is coming to humanity in Jesus Christ so
that God can be with us!
Have you ever been excited to meet or to be a part of someone who is well known? I used to be a pastry
chef in a restaurant that was owned by the manager of the rock star, Prince. One day Prince came to the restaurant
for dinner, and the entire staff bent over backwards to make sure every need was fulfilled. Wow, Prince, came to
my workplace, and I got to make him desert.
In the same way, Jesus coming to earth as the Emmanuel is a big deal because God is making the effort to
connect with humanity. Rather than reigning as king on a throne, Jesus became the sacrificial lamb so that
humanity can redeemed through faith in Jesus Christ. He wants to reign in our hearts!
The Christmas story can so quickly become lost in babies in manger’s, snow and donkeys, but the truth is,
and ultimately all we need to know is, Emmanuel – God with us.
When life does a number on you, and you feel exhausted then you need to know, God can be with you.
When you are tired and fed up, at the end and so desperate for some joy or peace in your life, you need to know
that God can be with you. Not in some snow-covered Christmas card way, but a real way, a profound way that
will keep you when your heart and mind falters. Jesus, God with us, is to me the most amazing and staggering
thing.
This Advent season let us celebrate the gift of God with us, Emmanuel.
Merry Christmas!
Pastor Eric
502-565-6591, cell

Our Vision: KNOW Christ, GROW in Faith, SOW the love of Christ, GO where God calls.

December Birthdays
12/10
12/11
12/14
12/15
12/15
12/15
12/21
12/22
12/26
12/26

Sarah Hardy
Maggie Grant
Kylie Dassell
Bob Clum
Stepheny Smith
Kyah Richard
Meg Talbert
Mallory Watson
Elizabeth Galloway
Sam Galloway
Anniversaries

12/02
12/12

Ike & Betty Norment
Sam & Molly Galloway

We thank the Lord for the
following members who were
elected at the November 22nd
Congregational Meeting to
serve on the Board of Elders
and the Board of Trustees.
We are grateful for their willingness to
be used by God to lead our church in the
coming years.

Class of 2021 Elders
Abbie Grove and Walt Dickinson
Class of 2021 Trustees
Bill Freitag and Mark Hardy
Class of 2022 Elders
Cindy Thweatt and Bobby Adler
Class of 2022 Trustees
Bob Clum and Susan Thomas
Class of 2023 Elders
Billie Richert and Dave Williams
Class of 2023 Trustees
Dorsey Ridley and Carol Lambert

The Adult Sunday School Class
will be meeting via Zoom for the
next few weeks.
If you would like to participate
please contact Tom Mioduszewski
for details.
The Youth and Children’s
Sunday School Classes will continue
to meet as usual.

Henderson Christian
Community Outreach
We will be collecting soups and
stews for HCCO during the month of
December.
We collected 88 boxes of macaroni and
cheese during the month of November!
Thank you for your generous support of this
organization!
Please note that we are no longer
collecting bottle caps for HCCO

Thank you to everyone who
participated in the Operation
Christmas Child program this year.
We were able to fill 16 shoeboxes!

Children and Youth News
The Children and Youth
will have weekly Church
activity bags delivered to
them for Advent filled
with lessons, crafts and
treats.
The theme is “Jesus’
Family Tree… Praying
through Advent with the
Jesus Tree”.

The children were learning about how to
love from the Parable of the Good Samaritan.

They’ll receive a devotional Advent
booklet and calendar to chart Jesus’
family tree, a tree that tells us about
Jesus’ history and our salvation story.
When God sent Jesus to be a child in
Bethlehem, God made us a part of his
great, growing family tree too.

Learning to be kind….Some of the kids at
church prepared shoeboxes filled with toys, school
supplies, wearable gear, and hygiene items.
They saw videos and learned about the
ministry of Samaritan’s Purse and their Operation
Christmas Child Shoebox Program providing
Christmas gifts to children across the world.

Cynthia and Mary recently gave
all of the nursery toys a good
cleaning for our precious little ones.

By writing notes, drawing pictures and
filling these boxes they wanted the kids to know
that Jesus loves them!

The Presbyterian Women will not meet in
December due to the Covid 19 virus rates
continuing to rise in Henderson County.
Please continue to send your pledges/
offerings to Donna Freitag.
You may read lesson 4 from our lesson book
(Into the Light).
We wish everyone a safe and Merry Christmas!

If you sponsored a child for the
Volunteer & Information Center’s
Christmas Express Program
please deliver your gifts on
Wednesday, December 9th
from 8:00 am to Noon
at the Housing Authority of
Henderson Gym,
111 South Adams Street, Henderson.
Thank you to all who participated!

Carol McDougall

Celebrate the season of Advent
Advent season begins on November 29th. It’s not too late
to pick up an advent devotional for the Holy Season.
The devotionals are available to be picked up now in the
back of the sanctuary or in the church office. We can also mail
a copy to you if you prefer. Just call the church office 270-826-3981.

The flowers in the sanctuary
during the month of December
are provided by
Donna Freitag and Dave Beshear

Thursday, December 24th
5:00 pm
Please contact the church office
to let us know if you plan to attend.
Thank you!

DaVId's LYRE
DaVId's LYRE, Brass Sextet is pleased to be returning to the Presbyterian Church of Henderson on Sunday,
December 13, 2020.
As you may remember, DaVId's LYRE was formed as a response to the COVID crisis. Our goal is to play
music that brings joy and calmness in uncertain times.
In 1st Samuel, 16 v23 we find:
"David took the LYRE and strummed a tune. Saul got relief from his terror and felt better, and the evil spirit
left him."
So we hope to be "DaVId's LYRE" for each of you.
Bb Trumpet: David Jarrett
Bb Trumpet: Mark Roethemeier
Eb Alto Horn: Faril Bunner
Bb Tenor Horn: Wayne Jones
Bb Euphonium: Jerry Reese
Eb Tuba: Thomas Hemenway
The Sextet has special masks that allow them to be worn while playing. The matching Bell Covers are
multiple layer to further limit the spread of aerosols! The recent aerosol study has determined that Brass
instruments, played with these precautions, present NO more risk than talking together masked.

We will be using a collection of Christmas Carols arranged by William Himes, a musician with the Salvation
Army, that explores various musical styles and periods.
Pre-Service: Angels We Have Heard on High
Prelude: Coventry Carol
Special Music: God Rest You Merry, Gentleman
Postlude: Pat-A-Pan
Bonus: We Wish You a Merry Christmas
Our hymns that Sunday will be “Angels from the Realms of Glory” and “What Child is This”, arranged by Eric
Leidzen, also a Salvationist.
With “Angels We Have Heard on High” and “Angels From the Realms of Glory,” I was compelled to dig a little
deeper. I found at least 100 entries involving angels from Genesis 3 all the way to Revelation 19. There were
18 occurrences in the Bible of God sending angels as messengers. WHAT did they say? What DO the angels say to
us? During Advent God sent Angel messengers. In Luke 1 to Mary “Do NOT be afraid” In Luke 2 to the Shepherds “Fear Not” In Matthew 1 to Joseph “Do NOT fear,” and then, just in case we missed it. God gives us the
Advent gift. Not a King, NOT a Warrior, NOT a Nation, a baby.
FEAR NOT!
What do you do with a baby?
you pick it up,
you take it in your arms,
you embrace it AND you love on it.
Embrace God, Love God.
Fear not.
Amen
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