February 2020

PRESBYTERIAN TIMES
Our Vision: KNOW Christ, GROW in Faith, SOW the love of Christ, GO where God calls.

Pastor’s Corner
Matthew 8:1-3
When Jesus came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him. A man with
leprosy came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me
clean.”
Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!”
Immediately he was cleansed of his leprosy.
We have much to learn from the life and ministry of Jesus. Watch his actions. He
comes down from the mountain where he gave the Sermon on the Mount. We don’t immediately know where he was going, but he must have been focused upon some destination to continue his teaching ministry.
In the midst of the crowds Jesus is interrupted. A man with leprosy kneels before
him, and asks to be made clean, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.” Notice the big “IF” in the request. Jesus is willing. Jesus then does what is extraordinary
unique. He reached out and touches the man, then he heals him.
According to Jewish laws, a person with leprosy was banished away from the community and had to notify the public if they were coming near. Every seven days, the leper
was to appear to the priest to determine if they were allowed to return to the community.
Why did Jesus have to touch him? Didn’t he know that the leper was considered
unclean? He could have snapped his fingers or waved his hands and healed him, but the
text says, “Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said.” The
touch occurred before Jesus’ will to heal the man!!!! Here is the heart of the compassion
of Jesus. For someone who is was an outcast, recluse, unclean member of society, Jesus
took the time to make a CONNECTION with his touch.
Let’s be honest here. How is your “touch” to the world around you? Do you take
the time to connect with others who are not like you? I must admit, it is easy to only associate with people that I enjoy being around. If I am to be like Jesus, I need to break out of
my comfort shell (the one that insulates me from the rest of the world), and consciously
be aware of the people that God brings into my life. I must always have my radar up
when God brings people in my life, and ask, “How can I make a CONNECTION with
this person?" How can I be the hands, feet, and words of Jesus in every circumstance?
In this New Year, let’s all challenge ourselves to makes as many CONNECTIONS
as possible, and see what Jesus does through us. Happy New Year! —Pastor Eric

Presbyterian
Women News
The PW will not meet
during the month of January.
The next meeting will be
February 3, 2020 at 10:30

a.m. for our bible study
“Love Carved in Stone — A
Fresh Look at the Ten
Commandments.” The
February lesson will be
“Words of Love: Don’t Kill
Each Other.”
Coordinating team meets

at 9:30 a.m.

Old Fashioned Christmas Tree Decorating
To start off our wonderful Advent season, the church
decorated a live Christmas Tree with beautiful natural items
on our first Wednesday Night Supper of December. We
started the evening with a delicious soup and salad dinner.
Then we put items like dried oranges, hydrangeas, roses,
pinecones, strings of popcorn and more on the tree.
Thanks to the Presbyterian Women and the leadership
of Betty Norment we all decorated this beautiful tree for our
church Fellowship Hall using the gifts of God’s earth.

The Children’s Choir and the Youth Group combined their efforts in presenting a Christmas
program for the church on December 18th. Helen Posey, Betty Norment and Susan Thomas were so
proud of the way this program came together. The children surprised us all by stepping up to the
mike and delivering their lines with precision and enthusiasm. They were aided by volunteers in the
audience who were able to “Name That Carol” for candy canes. We learned that a candy can by any
other name tastes as sweet.
Thank you to all who attended that special Christmas Dinner organized by Ruth Clum and to
all the parents who helped us with the program.
They also sang for us during our morning worship service on Sunday, December 22nd.

Children’s Choir
The Children’s Choir
will not meet during the
month of January.
They will begin again
on Wednesday, February
12th.

YOUTH GROUP
The Youth Group (Middle and High
School) will meet on Wednesday evenings
6:00 to 7:15 p.m. starting with the all
church suppers and then meeting in the
Youth Room for bible study, prayer and
fun activities.
Come and bring your friends too!

CHERISH:

A one-day marriage event
that will draw you closer
to Jesus and to each other!

Date & Time:

February 29, 2020
1pm-6pm

Location:

Riverpark Center
101 Daviess Street
Owensboro, KY 42303

More info:

gracemarriage.com/cherish

The ministry of Grace Marriage is excited to feature Focus on the Family’s VP
of Marriage & Family Ministries, Dr. Greg Smalley and wife Erin. They are a team
who have led marriage seminars worldwide and are passionate to equip couples with
the knowledge, skills and insights necessary to enjoy life together. We’ll worship with
an all-community worship team and laugh together with national Christian comedian
Dennis Swanberg “The Swan”, who for 25 years has been stepping up to the
microphone on stages all over America. Founders of Grace Marriage ministry Brad
and Marilyn Rhoads will also be special featured speakers. General admission is $35
per person; discounts available for Grace Marriage participants, veterans, first
responders (see website). Reserved seats.
Consider this time to be a Valentines gift to your spouse. Invest in your
marriage, for CHERISH is a gift that promises eternal dividends!

Henderson Christian
Community Outreach
We will be collecting shampoo
for the HCCO program during the
month of February.
Thank you for your generous
support of this organization.
During January you donated 45
toothbrushes and 55 tubes of
toothpaste!

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER
AND PROGRAMMING

February Greeters
2/02

2/02 Sandra Kaiser

2/09

2/09 Ginny Thomas

2/16

2/16 TM & CJ Maple
2/23 Nina Jones

Tim Shockley (Chaplain and Social Services Director)
and LaDonna Tapp (Marketing) from Redbanks Nursing
Facility (Potluck)

2/23
Meals begin at 6:00 p.m., programming, choir practice
and youth activities begin at approximately 6:30.

February Head Usher
_____________

The staff of the Presbyterian Church would like to
express our sincere gratitude to everyone for the kindness
and support throughout the year! The gifts, kind words,
prayers and friendship are greatly appreciated by all.
We are truly blessed by you all! We are looking forward
to the New Year, and the exciting things that will be happening
here at the Church.
Blessings!

Eric, Sandra, Dave, Kristin, Mary, Stepheny, and Krystal

Have a blessed New Year!

The men will meet on Saturday, February
8th at 7:30 am, at the church, then travel to a
local eatery for fellowship and food.
Come join us!

The flowers in the sanctuary
during the month of February
are provided by Martha Hodge
and Carol McDougall.

2/01
2/06
2/08
2/08
2/11
2/11
2/13
2/13
2/16
2/17
2/17
2/17
2/18
2/23
2/25
2/26

Ruth Clum
Dave Beshear
Jonas Durham
Betty Norment
Rana Donahoo
Cynthia Simmons
Allen Jenner
Tess Floyd
Nathaniel Hoey
Suzi Chisholm
Bitsy Horton
Susan Thomas
Timothy Hoey
Brook Ershig
Al Kloet
Bettye Bates

Anniversaries
None listed in February!
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