
Presbyterian Church of Henderson 
Worship Service 10:00 AM 

January 24, 2021 
Gospel of Mark Series 

Ringing of the Bell      
Welcome and Announcements       Walt Dickinson  
Organ Prelude       Kristin Jones, Director of Music   

*Call to Worship       
From God comes my salvation.  
God alone my soul waits in silence.  
God alone is my rock and my salvation.  
God is my fortress; I shall never be shaken.  

*Hymn PH 339  Be Thou My Vision 
1 Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art-- 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

2 Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, 
Great God of heaven, my treasure Thou art. 

3 Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word; 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

*Call to Confession 
Trusting in the promise of grace, let us pour out our hearts before God.  

*Prayer of Confession     (unison) 
Forgiving God, we repent of all the ways we turn from you. You call, but we 
do not listen; you show us your path, but we prefer our own way. Forgive us, 
heal us, and lead us back to you, that we might show mercy to others. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

*Assurance of Pardon 
This is the word of the Lord: in Jesus Christ, you are forgiven by God and given new 
life.  

*Gloria Patri  (PH 579)  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.  

*Passing the Peace 
Please turn and bow to someone out of respect and love— “The peace of Christ be with 
you” 

Prayer for Illumination 
Speak to us your word, O God, that we may hear Jesus’ call to be his disciples. Amen.  
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First Reading       Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
   The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh, 
that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah set out and 
went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly 
large city, a three days’ walk across. Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s 
walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And the 
people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and 
small, put on sackcloth. 
  When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his 
mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do 
it. 

Special Music       Wayne Jones, soloist 

Second Reading       Mark 2:1-3:6 
 When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at 
home. So many gathered around that there was no longer room for them, not even in 
front of the door; and he was speaking the word to them. Then some people came, 
bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. And when they could not 
bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after 
having dug through it, they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay. When Jesus 
saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of the 
scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, “Why does this fellow speak in 
this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” At once Jesus 
perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these questions among themselves; 
and he said to them, “Why do you raise such questions in your hearts? Which is easier, 
to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up and take your mat 
and walk’? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic— “I say to you, stand up, take your mat and go 
to your home.” And he stood up, and immediately took the mat and went out before all 
of them; so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We have never seen 
anything like this!” 
 Jesus went out again beside the sea; the whole crowd gathered around him, and he 
taught them. As he was walking along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax 
booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. 
 And as he sat at dinner in Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were also 
sitting with Jesus and his disciples—for there were many who followed him. When the 
scribes of the Pharisees saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, they 
said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” When Jesus 
heard this, he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick; I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” 
 Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and people came and said to 
him, “Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples 
do not fast?” Jesus said to them, “The wedding guests cannot fast while the 
bridegroom is with them, can they? As long as they have the bridegroom with them, 
they cannot fast. The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, 
and then they will fast on that day. 
  “No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak; otherwise, the patch pulls 
away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is made. And no one puts new 
wine into old wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is lost, 
and so are the skins; but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins.” 
 One sabbath he was going through the grainfields; and as they made their way his 
disciples began to pluck heads of grain. The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they 
doing what is not lawful on the sabbath?” And he said to them, “Have you never read 
what David did when he and his companions were hungry and in need of food? He 
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entered the house of God, when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of the 
Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some to his 
companions.” Then he said to them, “The sabbath was made for humankind, and not 
humankind for the sabbath; so the Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath.” 
 Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered hand. 
They watched him to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath, so that they 
might accuse him. And he said to the man who had the withered hand, “Come 
forward.” Then he said to them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, 
to save life or to kill?” But they were silent. He looked around at them with anger; he 
was grieved at their hardness of heart and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” 
He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. The Pharisees went out and 
immediately conspired with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him. 

Children’s Sermon       Pastor Eric 
• In many organizations today, there a clearly defined ranks. 
• For example in the boy scouts there is the rank of: Scout, Tenderfoot, Second Class, 

First Class, Star, Life, and Eagle 
• When you fly on an airplane, the pilot has certain stripes (1-4) on their shoulders or 

sleeves identifying their rank. (captain=4, 1st officer=3) 
• Even in families, who has the most say: mom and dad, oldest sibling 
• When we talk about faith in Jesus, some people think there are certain ranks for the 

Christian. 
• Some people think that the more a person is good, the more God will love them, and 

some think that if you are bad, God does not love you as much. 
• I remember a time when I invited someone to church, “No thanks! I need to clean up 

my life first.” 
• There is something within us that puts a rank on our behavior before God. 
• KEY: no matter what you do, God will continue to love you and forgive you 
• Mark 2:5 “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 
• The man didn’t do anything. He just sat there. 
• When you sit before God, God will forgive you. 
• You can come before God anytime, anywhere. 
• Do not let your past mistakes keep you from sitting before God. 
• God wants to forgive us. 
• We just need to take the time to let him. 

SERMON       “The Kingdom of God Revealed” 
Mark 2:1-3:6 
January 24, 2021 

• Today we continue on in our Gospel of Mark Series where we have seen in chapter 1 
the gaining popularity of Jesus as he brings near the kingdom of God. 

• In chapter 2 as Jesus clarifies what his kingdom is all about, in this section of 
Scripture, you will see rising tension and adversity. 

1. Jesus is Lord Over Sin and Sickness (vv. 1-12) 
• In this first story among five in our text, Mark portrays Jesus returning to Capernaum. 
• Now in other parallel texts at this point in time, Jesus offers the Sermon on the Mount, 

but in Mark’s gospel he tells this charming story about the healing of a paralytic. 
• Four men bring their paralytic friend to Jesus for healing. 
• Because of the crowds, they decided to bring their friend to Jesus through the roof. 
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• This is a picture of a typical roof in ancient Israel. 
• It wouldn’t be too hard to remove a section of the roof to lower their friend in front of 

Jesus 
• So the paralyzed man is sitting before (Jesus because of the faithfulness of his 

friends), and Jesus does something shocking. 
• Rather than healing the man like everyone expected, Jesus forgives the man. 
5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 
• Now a natural question to ask is what is the difference between forgiveness of sin that 

John the Baptist was proclaiming and Jesus’ forgiveness of sin. 
• Remember in Mark 1:4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins? 
• John preached the need for repentance which would lead to forgiveness of sins by God, 

and a total change of heart was signified by baptism. 
• So John did not offer the forgiveness of sin, but he offered the baptism that signified a 

heart of repentance, but forgiveness was ultimately from God. 
• But here Jesus demonstrates his authority as the the Messiah by directly offering 

forgiveness. 
6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this 
fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 
• In the first chapter of Mark, you see Jesus gaining in popularity, but in this text, Mark 

introduces the mounting tension between Jesus and the religious leaders. 
• So Mark inserts this story to emphasis Jesus’ authority on earth to forgive sins. 
• This is something that the Scribes could not fathom and began to take offense. 
• Jesus senses that he struck a nerve with the religious leaders. 
• So Jesus seems to say, “Do you think that this is merely talk and that it is easy to 

pretend to have such authority? Allow me to give a tangible demonstration of the 
authority involved” 

• Since it was easier to verify healing rather than forgiveness of sins, Jesus heals the 
man. 

• This picture is similar to the imagery of baptism where a person is dead to their sins, 
enter into the waters of baptism and walks out into the newness of life in Christ. 

• Similarly, Mark, using a man imprisoned by his paralysis, and confined to his bed, is 
painting for us a picture of our bondage to sin. 

• Then Mark shows us the release from the man’s paralysis as a vivid picture of the 
release of sin and guilt that only Jesus can offer. 

• Jesus is lord over sin and sickness 

2. Jesus is Lord Over Relationships (vv. 13-17) 
• In this section of text, Mark’s conflict stories continue with two incidents: the calling of 

Levi and Levi’s dinner party. 
• In both cases, Mark inserts these stories to demonstrate how Jesus creates 

relationships with people who are deemed unacceptable by the religious leaders. 
• In the calling of Levi, he is known as a tax collector who was considered the Roman 

installed and government supporter of Herod. 
• Tax collectors were hated by the Jews because they were taking taxes from their own 

people. 
• So when Jesus calls Levi, Jesus would have offended many people raising questions in 

their minds about his own judgement, loyalty, and purity. 
• The next scene Jesus is eating with tax collectors and sinners. 
• Sharing a meal in this culture was considered a significant and even an intimate social 

contact that establishes a bond among those who participated. 
• Among ancient religious Jews, eating with a person implied religious acceptance of that 

person. 
• This is why the religious leaders joined together to complain that Jesus sets a bad 

example as a holy man by welcoming known sinners into his circle. 

�  of �4 8



• In the minds of these critics, Jesus should have: 
- disassociated himself publicly from such sinners and  
- should have summoned them to repentance and study of the religious law  
- Because only then, could there be any social acceptance. 

• But the main reason Jesus ate with tax collectors and sinners was to exemplify and to 
communicate acceptance and forgiveness of their sins…to these socially unacceptable 
people 

• This tells me that God’s Kingdom is not for religious elites. 
• It is not for those who are working the ranks of service…like the prodigal son’s brother. 
• But the Kingdom of God now exhibits full acceptance of those who are unworthy of 

love, the outcasts, the sinners, the forgotten and neglected ones in our society. 
• As Jesus is Lord over relationships of HIS choosing, he is demonstrating that the arrival 

of God’s kingdom comes by divine initiative, and it is one filled with grace and 
forgiveness. 

3. Jesus is Lord Over the Law (vv. 18-22) 
 18 Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and people came and said to 
him, “Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do 
not fast?”  
• We now see in this text, the rising tension between Jesus and his critics. 
• People came to him and asked why his disciples do not observe the fast like the other 

religious groups named. 
• Aside from the Jewish traditions of fasting once per year, the Pharisees fasted twice a 

week from sun up to sun down. 
• When the Pharisees fasted, they made sure that people knew how spiritual they were 

by showing everyone they were fasting. 
• Religious fasting in the OT expressed depth of feeling, mourning, and repentance. 
• Fasts among the Jews expressed the solemn character of the Day of Atonement which 

was a period of denial and presenting oneself to the Lord. 
• So when Jesus responds by saying: 
19 Jesus said to them, “The wedding guests cannot fast while the bridegroom is with 
them, can they? As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. 20 The 
days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast on 
that day. 
• Jesus uses an analogy of a bridal party where the wedding was a long expected joyous 

occasion. 
• Weddings were so important in Jewish life that rabbis made a ruling that all in 

attendance are relieved of all religious observances that would lessen their joy. 
• Fasting during wedding celebrations was out of the question because of the joyous 

occasions 
• The point Jesus is making is that the coming of the kingdom through his ministry is a 

time of joy!!! 
• The allusion to John’s disciples fasting was probably because John had been taken 

away, and left his disciples fasting out of concern and worry. 
• In this analogy, Jesus asserts that he, himself-the bridegroom, will be taken away 

points to the day when Jesus will no longer be among his disciples. 
“No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak; otherwise, the patch pulls away 
from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is made. 22 And no one puts new wine 
into old wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is lost, and so 
are the skins; but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins.” 
• Now Jesus offers another analogy to broaden his point. 
• A new cloth on a garment and a new wine in old wine skins are strong analogies that 

the new has come. 
• Q: Is just suggesting the old should be discarded? 
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• He is saying what is coming now with his presence initiating the kingdom of God far 
surpasses all that went before. 

• The old should not hold back the new by making it conform to its shape. 
• This is where Jesus is lord over the law 
• A wedding, new wine, and a new garment are all symbols of the newness that the 

coming of Jesus brings.  
• That newness cannot be constricted to the old forms of Judaism. 

4. Jesus is Lord Over the Sabbath (2:23-3:6) 
• In the first account about the disciples gong through the grain fields eating heads of 

grain, marks the beginning of the escalation of conflict between the religious leaders 
and Jesus 

• Exodus 34:21 Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest; even in 
plowing time and in harvest time you shall rest. 

• The religious leaders created from this text, thirty-nine forbidden activities on a 
Sabbath where one of them was reaping. 

• Jesus responds with a question, “Have you never read what David did when he and his 
companions were hungry and in need of food?” 

26 He entered the house of God, when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of the 
Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some to his 
companions.” 
• Jesus continued to describe what the high priest did to offer to David and his 

companions the presence bread which were 12 loaves on a table before God in the 
Tabernacle. 

• Only the priests were allowed to eat the presence bread, but because of David’s 
hungry soldiers, the bread was given to them on the Sabbath. 

• The point Jesus was making was that human need was more important that ritual 
requirement 

• Jesus challenges his critics to choose between David’s practice and their complaint, and 
between human need and religious reputation. 

• Jesus is suggesting that there is a more important principle at stake, human need. 
• You see what what is happening here? 
• Jesus is widening the spectrum from a particular incident of Sabbath breaking to the 

wider issue of Sabbath regulations and human need. 
27 Then he said to them, “The sabbath was made for humankind, and not humankind for 
the sabbath; 28 so the Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath.” 
• Jesus is saying two things here. 
• The Sabbath was instituted by God for humanity’s benefit and refreshment, and not 

that people were made to keep burdensome regulations regarding the Sabbath. 
• Jesus has authority to determine the use of the Sabbath. 
• In chapter 3 verses 1-6, Mark uses one more incident to underline the rising conflict 

between Jesus and the religious leaders. 
• Jesus must have been teaching as usual in the synagogue. 
• It was on the Sabbath where there was a man with a withered hand who became the 

test case to see if Jesus would violate levitical law to heal on the Sabbath. 
• With all eyes watching, Jesus speaks to his adversaries, “Is it lawful to do good or to 

do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to kill?”  
• This question put his opponent in a difficult situation. 
• Should they help, by healing; or harm by refusing? 
• Does the law bring one to salvation or causes one to be killed? 
• Jesus was contrasting what he was about to do (heal) to what they were planning to 

do (have Jesus killed) 
• Jesus opponents said nothing. 
• Jesus heals. 
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• The Pharisees went out and immediately plotted to destroy Jesus…even on the 
Sabbath. 

• Again, Jesus has authority to determine the use of the Sabbath 

Jesus is Lord Over: 
1. Sin and Sickness (vv. 1-12) 
2. Relationships (vv. 13-17) 
3. The Law (vv. 18-22) 
4. The Sabbath (vv. 2:23-3:6) 

Offering 
God is our rock and our fortress. Let us celebrate our salvation by fearlessly giving a 
portion of what has already been given to us.  
*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessing flow. Praise Him all creatures here below.  
Praise him above the heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

*Prayer of Dedication  
Merciful God, you have saved us for a purpose. We dedicate these gifts as we dedicate 
our lives to you, that you will make us fishers of people.  

*Affirmation of Faith  (Apostle’s Creed) 
Minister:  

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, what do you believe? 
All: 

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
Let us pray for all the earth, the church, and all those in need, saying, God of grace, 
hear our prayer.  

Let us pray for the world: for leaders of nations, that wisdom and integrity will prevail 
for the good of all people, especially the poor; for regions torn by conflict, that peace 
may reign and living become an enterprise of construction rather than destruction; 
God of grace, hear our prayer.  

Let us pray for all people of faith: for the unity of the body of Christ, that divisions 
might not turn people away from the church; for Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, and 
Jews, that wherever prayers are raised up, the one God of all will hear; for all people 
who nurture life in the name of a greater good; God of grace, hear our prayer.  

Let us pray for our own nation: for the president and Congress, the Supreme Court 
and all judges, for state governments, city councils, school boards, and all who have 
power to make policy, that all consideration be given to what is most healthy for 
people and creatures; God of grace, hear our prayer.  

Let us pray for those in need: for all who are hungry in our nation and world, for those 
who have no home and no employment, for those who are either unjustly or justly 
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imprisoned, for parents and children who live in fear for any reason, and for all who 
are in mourning; God of grace, hear our prayer.  

For all other concerns of this assembly now spoken aloud or silently, … [A time of 
silence is kept.] God of grace, hear our prayer.  

With thanksgiving, we remember all those who have shaped us in your ways, O God. 
Receive our prayers and grant whatever you see that your people need; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, and now, with confidence as children of God, let us pray: 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory forever. Amen. 

*Hymn PH 280  Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 
1 Amazing grace, how sweet the 
sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

2 ’Twas grace that taught my heart to 
fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 

3 Through many dangers, toils and 
snares, 
I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus 
far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

4 The Lord has promised good to me, 
His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures. 

5 When we’ve been there ten thousand 
years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

*Benediction 
The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace both 
now and evermore. 

*Organ Postlude       (please be seated for the postlude) 
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