
Presbyterian Church of Henderson 
Worship Service 10:00 AM 

July 5, 2020 
Vision Series 

Ringing of the Bell 
Welcome and Announcements       Pastor Eric Hoey 
Organ Prelude       Kristin Jones, Director of Music   

*Call to Worship      
Beloved of God, the winter is past, the flowers appear on the earth, the time of 
singing has come. Let us lift our voices in praise to our Creator. 

*Hymn PH 262 “God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand” 
1 God of the ages, whose almighty hand 
Leads forth in beauty all the starry band 
Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, 
Our grateful songs before Thy throne arise. 

2 Thy love divine hath led us in the past; 
In this free land by Thee our lot is cast; 
Be Thou our ruler, guardian, guide and stay; 
Thy Word our law, Thy paths our chosen way. 

3 From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence, 
Be Thy strong arm our ever sure defense; 
Thy true religion in our hearts increase; 
Thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 

4 Refresh Thy people on their toilsome way, 
Lead us from night to never-ending day; 
Fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 
And glory, laud, and praise be ever Thine. 

*Call to Confession 
Jesus said: Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me; 
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

*Prayer of Confession     (unison) 
Lord, we marvel at the thought of a well-fitted yoke, a burden scaled to 
match our frames; we do not know how to rest in the promise of such 
labor. Some of us are weary from unceasing responsibility; others find 
no welcome in the marketplace. We confound your vision for our 
common life. Forgive our blind striving, our stifled concern, the 
judgments we cast on others. Make yourself known to us in the silence. 
Shape your children for the commonwealth of your love. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 

*Assurance of Pardon 
Sisters and brothers, hear this gospel word: Now there are varieties of 
gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the 
same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God 
who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. I declare to you now, 
in the name of Jesus Christ, that your sin is forgiven. You have been 
freed for service in his name. 

*Passing the Peace 
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Rather than going around the room and shaking hands, for the Passing of the 
Peace, turn and bow to someone out of respect and love— “The peace of Christ 
be with you” 

*Gloria Patri  (PH 579)  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.  

Prayer for Illumination 
Merciful God, in this moment of stillness, wash us clean of our presumptions. 
Receive us as your weary children. Then, by the power of your Spirit, bless us 
with a word that revives, for we pray in the name of Jesus, your living Word. 
Amen. 

First Reading       Deuteronomy 18:9-22  
 When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you, do not learn to 
imitate the detestable ways of the nations there. Let no one be found among 
you who sacrifices their son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or 
sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a 
medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. Anyone who does these things is 
detestable to the LORD; because of these same detestable practices the LORD 
your God will drive out those nations before you. You must be blameless before 
the LORD your God. 
 The nations you will dispossess listen to those who practice sorcery or 
divination. But as for you, the LORD your God has not permitted you to do so.  
The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, 
from your fellow Israelites. You must listen to him. For this is what you asked of 
the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said, “Let us 
not hear the voice of the LORD our God nor see this great fire anymore, or we 
will die.” 
 The LORD said to me: “What they say is good. I will raise up for them a 
prophet like you from among their fellow Israelites, and I will put my words in 
his mouth. He will tell them everything I command him. I myself will call to 
account anyone who does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my 
name. But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I have not 
commanded, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, is to be put 
to death.” 

Second Reading       Colossians 1:9-14     
  For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you 
and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may lead lives worthy of the 
Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you 
grow in the knowledge of God. May you be made strong with all the strength 
that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure 
everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has 
enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has 
rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of 
his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
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SERMON       “GROW in Faith” 
Colossians 1:9-14 
July 5, 2020 

• Since my first day here at this church, I had always noticed this little pot of 
violets in a special ceramic self-watering planter in the corner of the the 
fellowship hall. 

• I have watched for about 1.5 years and secretly watered it and put it in various 
windows of the church to observe how it would respond. 

• The plant looked like it was dying. 
• After I noticed to one seem to know or care about the plant, I took it home and 

to try to give it new life. 
• I took off the dead leaves, left only two main plants, gave it more light from of 

the windows in my house and made sure it had plenty of plant food in the 
water. 

• When I first replanted it, my son who is studying plant pathology came home 
during the holidays, and immediately said, “Your plant looks like it is dying!” 

• Well, yea, this is why I brought it home. I just replanted it! 
• Weeks later, the plant began to grow with resurgence of 

life. 
• The leaves were getting stronger, and greener, and more 

vibrant. 
• Today, I am pleased to say, that this violet has new life 

indeed. [click] 
• In the same way, our spiritual life was never meant to be 

old, stagnant, and dying, but under the right conditions 
you can see growth and experience new growth like never before. 

• What are those conditions for new spiritual life? 
• I am glad you asked! 
• Today as we look at Paul’s letter from the Book of Colossians, chapter 1, you 

will see how Paul prayed for the church at Colossea to have spiritual growth and 
maturity. 

A Person Who Grows in Faith: 
1. Has People Praying for Them (v. 9a) 
9 For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you 
• The context of the Book of Colossians is about a young man named Epaphras 

who came from Colossae and found Christ though Paul’s ministry. 
• He was discipled by Paul and was considered a valued worker. 
• Epaphras became an evangelist to his own people back in Colossae and 

surrounding regions to much success. 
• On Epaphras’ report to Paul regarding some false teaching among the churches, 

Paul was prompted to write this letter. 
• Paul was delighted in how their young faith had flourished at the church of 

Colossae. 
• The first thing we see Paul doing here is praying for the church. 
• If Paul is concerned for the spiritual growth of the church, he replaces his 

concern by covering the people with prayer. 
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• This tells me that an important component of spiritual growth is to 
have someone pray for you. 

• Every Christian who is serious about spiritual growth must have people in their 
lives who are willing to pray for them 

• What is the best way to pray for someone’s spiritual growth? 
• One way would be to follow the example of Jesus.  
• When he prayed for others: 

- Jesus prayed for their faith (Luke 22:32) 
- He prayed for temptation in their lives (Luke 22:40) 
- He prayed for their unity (John 17:11) 
- He prayed for their sanctification (John 17:17) 

• Other things we could pray include: 
- Pray for their time with the Lord, no distractions 
- Pray for their understanding of God’s Word 
- Pray for the transformation of their lives in conformity to Christ 

• KEY: Surround your life with people who will pray for you and have a passion 
for your spiritual growth.  

• In my early years of ministry, I had people praying for me. 
• EX: I remember in my first church and in my time doing national ministry I had 

people who would tell me that they prayed for me everyday. 
• EX: In my last church ministry, I sought out an old retired missionary. He was 

one of the most godliest, faithful men I had ever met, and asked if I could 
spend time with him and learn from him. The relationship turned into a time of 
praying for one another. 

• EX: When Becky here preparing for ministry. Whenever we met, we prayed for 
one another. Later I had heard when other CRE’s came together, she was the 
only one who shared that her supervisor prayed for her. 

• How come we do not do that? How come we do not create groups where we 
pray for each other and hold one another accountable? 

• The beginning of spiritual growth begins with prayer as Paul models for us. 

A Person Who Grows in Faith: 
2. Has Spiritual Wisdom and Understanding (v. 9b) 
and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding, 
• The word filled means a filling out to completeness. 
• Paul prays that the church at Colossae is filled to completeness with the 

knowledge of GOD’S will. 
• This was the main reason Paul wrote this epistle so that the church at Colossae 

does not fall into the trap of the rising trend of Gnosticism. 
• In Gnosticism was a form of mystical elitism of certain individuals who had a 

special understanding of the knowledge of God. 
• But Paul here in our text will have nothing of it. 
• Because of who they were as children of God, the church at Colossae, had all 

that they needed to GROW in their faith. 
• Understanding of the will of God is always connected with the command to 

follow God’s will and to do it. 
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• The believer needs all spiritual wisdom and understanding in order to 
understand how the will of God translates into the everyday business of living in 
a complex world. 

• In a simplistic way, Paul is praying for their spiritual maturity so that they do 
not fall into the temptation of being deceived by the rising trend of cultural 
belief. 

• In the same way when we are growing in our faith, we should able to discern 
truth from error and make the appropriate decisions that demonstrate God 
wisdom and understanding 

• When was the last time you prayed for your own spiritual wisdom and 
understanding? 

• Now, praying to be filled with the knowledge of God’s will does not replace the 
discipline and work of reading, studying, and knowing God’s word. 

• Reading, studying, meditating the Word of God is foundational to spiritual 
growth 

• Wisdom and understanding is taking the Word of God and applying it to life. 
• It shapes and drives your life through the lens of the knowledge of God. 

A Person Who Grows in Faith: 
3. Lives a Life of Development to God 
• In the previous verse, Paul is praying for growth and maturity so that they can 

live a life in development to God 
• What does that look like? 

1. Lives a life worthy and pleasing to God 
10 so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, 

- Only in the growth in knowledge of God can we develop a life worthy and 
pleasing to God. 

- Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please God 
- If we are not growing in this manner, we do the things that tend to please 

ourselves rather than striving to please God 
- But faith in God tends to look away from itself to the worth, ability, grace, 

and strength of God. 
- So walking worthy of the Lord would mean to act in a way that fits the great 

value and glorious nature of God. 
- It shows how worthy and able and gracious and strong the Lord is in our 

lives. 
- I like how John Piper explains it, “So think this way. NOT: I must have faith 

and love so as to be worth God's favor; BUT RATHER: God's favor is free and 
it is infinitely worth trusting. Walking worthy of that favor means walking by 
faith, because faith is the one thing that agrees with our bankruptcy and 
God's infinite "worth." Looking to God's infinite worth for our help and 
satisfaction is "walking worthy of God." 

2. Bears fruit 
as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God 

- We all know that the purpose of a fruit tree is to bear fruit. 
‣ If we purchased a fruit tree, planted it, and took care of it, we would 

expect to be getting fruit from that tree.  
‣ However, if after several years and there is no fruit, we would feel that 

the tree was defective or really not a fruit tree at all. 
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‣ The tree did not live up to what was expected. 
- In the same way, it is true of people of faith. 
- When we live lives that grows in the knowledge of God, a natural outcome is 

fruit. 
- In Scripture there is good fruit and bad fruit: 
- Matthew 7:15-17 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s 

clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will 
recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from 
thistles? Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad 
fruit. 

- Our text in Colossians, it emphasizes the fruit of “good works” where good 
works are the outworking of Christ’s life in the lives of His people. 

- Paul was praying for the church at Colossae to live out the genuineness of 
their growing faith to the extent that it points others to Christ though the 
example of their lives. 

- When we do not exemplify Christ, then we are not bearing fruit the way God 
would want us to live. 

- John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I 
in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 

• A life lived in Development to God is 1. worthy and pleasing to God and 2. 
bears fruit.  

4. Has Strength and Endurance 
11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious 
power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, 
• When the text says to be made strong all the strength that comes from his 

glorious power, Paul wants these young believers to have a full experience of 
God’s power 

• What is this power which Paul is referring and for what purpose? 
• In part, power is needed to withstand the cosmic forces of evil. 
• We all know it is the internal battle to indulge into what our flesh desires as 

compared to what the Holy Spirit desires for us. 
• This is where strength that comes from God’s glorious power is needed so that 

we can live the life that is pleasing to God. 
• There is a really good book and series in RightNow Media that I  want to our 

church to engage a group study—it is called The Bondage Breaker. The study is 
by a former seminary professor, Neil T. Anderson. 

• Mostly, power is needed to prepares us to have endurance. 
• In the same way nutrition is important for any athlete to train to become 

stronger, God’s power is needed for the believer to develop endurance for the 
long run. 

• Too often we hear about stories of people who have left the church and left the 
faith as well because of one reason or another: something the pastor did or 
said, not feeling appreciated for the work, conflict with another member, or a 
change in leadership, or the position of the church on certain hot button issues. 

• We must grow stronger in our faith in the knowledge of God so that we can 
“endure everything” with patience! 

• This is why Paul prays for the maturity of his reader’s faith so that their world 
does not come crashing downward when life does not go our way. 
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5. Praises God Through Difficult Times 
12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of 
the saints in the light. 
• Because of the strength from God, believers are able in the midst of difficult 

times to give thanks with joy and to rejoice with thanksgiving. 
• Luke 6:22-23  “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude 

you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that 
day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what 
their ancestors did to the prophets.” 

• The reason we are able to rejoice in unfortunate circumstances is because of 
our hope of something better. 

• In the Colossians text, the hope comes from our future inheritance as the 
children of God. 

• The Psalms affirms this further hope because in the midst of being trapped or 
under attack from their enemies, they have their hope in God. 

• Psalm 42:11 Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted 
within me? Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my help and my God. 

• A relationship with God that is mature and stable can cling to this hope during 
difficult times. 

• CLOSE: Heavyweight boxing champion, Muhammad Ali, to a student seeking 
advise on making something of himself: "Stay in college, get the knowledge. 
And stay there until you're through. If they can make penicillin out of moldy 
bread, they can sure make something out of you.” 

A Person Who Grows in Faith: 
1. Has People Praying for Them (v. 9a) 
2. Has Spiritual Wisdom and Understanding (v. 9b) 
3. Lives a Life of Development to God (v. 10) 
4. Has Strength and Endurance (v. 11) 
5. Praises God Through Difficult Times (v. 12) 

Offering 
When Rebekah’s family asked whether she would yield her life to God’s 
purposes, she answered, “I will.” Every day each of us is challenged by that 
same question. May the offerings we now bring symbolize our yielding. 
*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessing flow. Praise Him all creatures here below.  
Praise him above the heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

*Prayer of Dedication  
Gracious Creator, you have laced our lives with blessing. As we present these 
offerings, we also tender our lives. Make us your bold and faithful people, 
willing to go forward in faith wherever you would lead us, that we might be a 
comfort in the world. We pray in the name of Jesus, by the gift of your 
empowering Spirit. Amen. 

*Affirmation of Faith  (Apostle’s Creed) 
Minister:  

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, what do you believe? 
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All: 
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
God of life, we come to you from many places: some hearts overflow with joy 
and gratitude, others are barely hanging on to hope and faith. For some this is 
an ordinary morning; for others, every step feels fragile. Holy One, meet us 
where we are and bind us to each other, that in the community of your love we 
might discover our wholeness. We name before you now the concerns of our 
hearts. [silence] God of every beginning, we pray for your children: for infants 
harbored in their mothers’ wombs, for children exploring the world and testing 
their imaginations, for youth discovering their own integrity. We pray for 
children who cannot take safety and comfort for granted. God of life, we pray 
for your children all over the world. [silence] Author of time, we ask your 
blessing on our work and our rest: in jobs that feed our souls and in jobs that 
do not satisfy, in volunteer service and routine daily tasks, in long hours of 
caregiving and in hours we do not know how to fill— come to us and show us 
how we might serve you. We pray for those whose needs we know. [silence] 
God of all creation, enlarge the circles of our concern. Teach us to care for 
brothers and sisters whose names we cannot say: those whose challenges are 
daunting, though their needs are like our own. Teach us to care for the earth on 
whose gifts we all depend. Holy God, we pray for your world as we call on the 
name of your Son. [silence] And all God’s children said: Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the 
Power, and the Glory forever. Amen. 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
Words of Institution 
Communion 
Prayer 

*Hymn   PH 562 “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” 
1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 
Whose arm has bound the restless wave, 
Who bade the mighty ocean deep 
Its own appointed limits keep: 
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee, 
For those in peril on the sea. 

2 O Savior, whose almighty word 
The wind and waves submissive heard, 
Who walked upon the foaming deep, 
And calm amid its rage did sleep: 
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee, 
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For those in peril on the sea. 

3 O Holy Spirit, who did brood 
Upon the chaos wild and rude, 
And bade its angry tumult cease, 
And gave, for fierce confusion, peace: 
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee, 
For those in peril on the sea. 

4 O Trinity of love and power, 
All travelers guard in danger’s hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
Protect them wheresoe'er they go; 
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee 
Glad praise from air and land and sea. 

*Benediction 
The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you, 
and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give 
you peace both now and evermore. 

*Organ Postlude       (please be seated for the postlude) 
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