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And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church (Matthew 

16:18) 
 

What is the foundation or cornerstone of the church today? I am sure if you were 
to ask people out on the street, you would hear a variety of answers from money, 

power and politics. Where do those around us get this perception of the church? 

Have we been giving a false message over the years of our existence? 
 

When Jesus was addressing Peter in the verse above, he used the word “rock” or 
the nickname that he gave to him early in His ministry (John 1:42) “petros” which 

meant little rock. When Jesus says, “On this rock I will build my church,” Jesus 

used a different word for rock, “petra,” which by contrast referred to a bedrock or a 
large foundation boulder. This is similar to the cornerstone out in front of our 

church. 

 
What rock did Jesus mean that will be the foundation of his church? If you look 

earlier in the paragraph, Peter correctly answers Jesus’ question about his identity, 
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” (v. 16) 

 

The answer is — Jesus was referring to himself. Peter was to be a small stone built 
on top of the bedrock of something much bigger than himself, the truth of Jesus 

being the Christ the Son of the living God. 
 

In 1 Corinthians 3:11 — For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that 

has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ. 
 

The question for us today, if Jesus is the cornerstone upon which our church lays 
its foundation, how well do you know Jesus on which everything is built? To the de-

gree of our absolute understanding of Jesus is the same degree of how we commu-

nicate to the world what is the foundation of our ministry. 
 

Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior and the church is built upon helping others un-

derstand the same. 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Eric 



 

 

DECORATIONS 
The decorations in the 
sanctuary are provided 
by Gwen Jenner and Cj 
Maple. Your time and 
talent are appreciated 
by all! Looking ahead, 
our space will be deco-
rated  during  Septem-
ber by Cindy Thweatt. 

   Birthdays 

08/17 Tim Patrick 

08/20 Abbie Grove 

08/21 Paul Moore 

08/23 Jessica Dickinson 

08/23 Glenn Thweatt 

08/28 Mac Arnold 

08/28 Martha Dempewolf 

08/30 Evonda Dickinson 

08/31 James Ridley, Jr. 

08/31 Sarah Ridley 

Anniversaries  

08/04 Kevin & Mara Dassell 

08/04 Dorsey & Glenn Ridley 

08/05 Bill & Donna Freitag 

08/07 Bob & Ruth Clum 

08/09  Rick & Helen Posey 

08/10  Jason & Becky Durham 

08/15  Mac & Terry Arnold 

08/25  Patrick & Christina Martin 

08/30 A.B. & Leslie Eargood 

If there is anyone we have missed on 
this list, please contact the Church of-
fice to correct the information we have 

on file! 

Birthdays and 
Anniversaries 

CCO COLLECTION 

We will  be collecting deodor-
ant/anti-perspirant during August 
for the  Christian Community 

Outreach program.  Thank you 
for your  generous  support of 
this organization. Just to update 

you, during the  month of July,  
you donated  187 rolls of toilet 
paper, 5 cans of shaving cream, 

25 razors and 7 nail files. Thank 
you for your generosity towards 
this effort. 

GREETERS 

08/06 Gary & 
Susan Thomas 
08/13Martha 
Hodge & Pat Sale 
08/20 Dave & Lucy 
Williams 
08/27 Jackie Cole 
& Faye Goldey 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

Please note that the Men of the Church will 
not be meeting for breakfast during July or 

August.  The next Breakfast meeting is 

planned for September 9 at 7:30 a.m. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN - PLEASE NOTE 
THE NEW DATE: 

Presbyterian Women will meet at 10 on 
Thursday, August 17, to work on Christmas 
trees and Christmas crafts.  Bring any trees, 
ornaments, ribbon or wreaths that you wish 
to use.  If you don't have any of these things 
there will be simple crafts for you to do to as-
sist in the decorating of the trees.  Come and 
bring a sandwich, drinks and dessert will be 
provided!  We will have fun, Girls, without a 

doubt!  

Tess, Grace, and Molly enjoy dinner and conversation 

at the youth group reunion on July 30 



 

 

A NIGHT OF FUN AND FELLOWSHIP AT Historic BOSSE FIELD 
So. Illinois Miners vs. Evansville Otters 

New Date: Sunday August 13, 2017 

 

Please join us for a night of fun at Evansville’s historic Bosse Field for an Evansville Otters game. 

 

We have reserved the first base field level box for the game.  Your admission price includes the  

following: 

  Ticket to the game 

  All you can eat grilled chicken, hamburgers, and hot dogs 

  Baked Beans 

  Potato Chips 

  Potato Salad 

  Unlimited iced tea, lemonade, and bottled water 

Cost: Adult    27.00 

Child (9 and over) 27.00 
 Child (6-8)  27.00 

Child (5 and under)         Free! (But only if we have 20 paying guests) 

 

Times:  Gates open at 4:00  

   Food served at 4:30 

 First pitch at 5:05                                 Contact: Sarah or Mark Hardy, 830-9893  

Sign-up sheet to reserve your ticket is on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.  Deadline is Monday, August 7 

THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE 
TO CONGRATULATE  

Becky Durham and Jack Hardy on their accomplish-

ments, and  we are pleased to announce that both of 
these individuals will be receiving scholarship funds 

to assist in their Higher Education goals. 

Jason Durham cooks burgers for the 

youth group gathering on July 30 

Trae, Kya, and Savannah make slime at the youth 

group gathering on July 30 



 

 

YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY UPDATES 

After School Programming: Our after school ministry will re-
sume its regular schedule on Monday, August 21. This ministry 
happens on Mondays and Wednesdays from 2:45-5:00 pm in 
Hoffman Hall (gym and classrooms). All elementary aged kids are 
invited to participate, and a van picks up at Jefferson Elementary 
School at 2:30 each Monday and Wednesday. Speak to Becky 
Durham for more information or to sign kids up! 

 

All Church Brown Bag Boat Adventure: All ages are welcome to 
join us on Sunday, August 27 from 12-3pm, at the Audubon State 
Park boat docks on Audubon Lake. Bring a lunch, fishing poles 
(and any necessary licenses), sunscreen, and your sense of adven-
ture. The boats will be available to rent, and you can enjoy the 
sun, shade, or water as we spend the early afternoon together. 

Dear Church Family, 

 As I write this, I am beginning to work on assignments for my last August term 

class at the University of Dubuque Theological Seminary. The first three years of this 
journey have both flown by and dragged along, and now I am preparing for the final year 
of class work and preparation for Ministry of Word and Sacrament. I have taken my lan-

guage classes (Greek and Hebrew), my doctrine classes, my preaching classes, and my 
classes in polity, worship, and Biblical content. Ahead of me, I have classes in pastoral 

care, leadership, and missions, as well as a year of interning for my favorite Presbyterians 

(you!). 

 What does it mean for me to intern at the church I've worked at for 17 years? It 
means I'll preach a bit more often and will take on one or two more ministry opportuni-

ties each semester that Eric, my advisory committee, and I discern would be a good use 

of my time and talents. I will be seeking 3-4 church members to serve on my committee 

of advisors each semester, and appreciate it if you let me know if that's of particular in-

terest to you. It will involve 1-2 meetings each month. 

 Seminary has been challenging and fun, and I expect the same from the year 
ahead and the years of ministry to follow. Jason and I are so grateful to you, the church 

that has walked alongside us in every way during this journey. Thank you for your prayer 
support, as well as your financial support and kind, encouraging words as I follow God's 

call to pastoral ministry. 

Grace and Peace, 

Becky 


