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Romans 12:1 — I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your  

spiritual worship.  

 

 If you have ever been to New York City, Central park is a several hundred acre park 

designed by Frederick Law Olmsted. In fact, if you look at a map of Manhattan, you would 

find a large green rectangle right in the middle of the city. Every city needs a system of 

parks because it becomes a public oasis in the midst of a busy and bustling urban city. 

 In the same way, Lent is a time in the liturgical calendar of 40 days to be the oasis 

in the midst of our busyness. Once a year, we recommend retreating to a place in your 

heart to find your oasis and renew your relationship to Jesus. This begins with repen-

tance. We must intentionally turn to Jesus leave the distractions that pull us away from 

Jesus to find our oasis. I must admit, pastors even need to find this place on a regular 

basis. Although repentance should be practiced on a regular basis, the church calendar 

offers the opportunity to remind us to “turn back to God.” 

 Lent is often practiced by the disciplines of prayer, fasting, simple living, and gen-

erosity. Remember the goal of the Lenten season is to draw closer to God. It is to find our 

oasis in our busyness. It is a time of self-examination and reflection. When we practice 

Lent, we recognize life as a gift from God, and re-turn our lives toward Jesus Christ. 

 People have traditionally given up something they like during this season, but you 

may also find it a more meaningful spiritual exercise in taking something on during Lent. 

This could range from a more Christ-like attitude toward others, a humble spirit at work, 

or a feeling of gratitude in the midst of scarcity. Whatever spiritual disciplines we em-

brace during Lent, it is to help us draw closer back to God so that we can find our oasis in 

the midst of a busy time in life. 

 

I look forward to walking the Lenten journey together with you. 

Pastor Eric 

Children's Sunday School: 

March 5: "And So It Begins" Matt 4:1-
11 

March 12: "Glimpses of Grace" John 
3:1-17 

March 19: "Finding Refreshment" 
John 4 

March 26: "Seeing with Heart" John 9 

Youth Group Sunday School: 

March 5: "Wilderness" Matt 4:1-11 

March 12: "Born Again" John 3:1-
17 

March 19: "Living Water" John 4 

March 26: "A Blind Man Healed" 
John 9 



 

DECORATIONS 

The decorations in the 

sanctuary  are provided 

by LaVonne Kloet & Pam 

Moore. Your time and 

talent are appreciated by 

all! Looking ahead, our 

space will be decorated  

during  April by Nina 

Jones, Susan Thomas 

and Maggie Grant (Palm 

Sunday). 

   Birthdays 

03/02   Link Hardy 

03/02   Jeannette Oldham 

03/03   Jason Durham 

03/03   Molly Ershig Galloway 

03/06   Silas Dickinson 

03/08   Peggy Fidler 

03/11   Molly Floyd 

03/12   Mark Hardy 

03/13   Pam Moore 

03/13   Trevor Wilder 

03/14   Terry Arnold 

03/14   Dorothy Smith 

03/15   Becky Dawson 

03/21   Greg Thomas 

03/24   Preston Adler 

03/27   Savannah Rideout 

03/28   Holden Rideout 

03/30   Faye Goldey 

Anniversaries  

03/21  Stephen & Jessica Dickinson 

  

If there is anyone we have missed on this list, 
please contact the Church office to correct the 

information we have on file! 

Birthdays and 
Anniversaries 
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CCO COLLECTION 

We will  be collecting Liquid 
Dish Soap during March 2017 

for the  Christian Community 
Outreach program.  Thank 

you for your  generous  
support of this organization. 

Just to update you, during 
the  month of February, you  

donated 43 containers of 
shampoo. Thank you for your 

generosity towards this effort. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT  

SUPPERS 

03/01 - Ash Wednesday - Pastor Eric will 
hold a special service.  Church will provide 
a simple meal of soup and bread. 
03/08 - Program will feature Donna Stinnett 
discussing the Community Calendar.  Meal 
will be a full pot luck. 
03/15 - TBD 
03/22 - Methodist Hospital President/CEO 
Gary Colberg will be sharing his vision for 
the hospital.  Meal plans include the church 
providing meat, rest will be Pot Luck. 
03/29- No Wednesday Night plans due to the 
Church hosting the Lenten Luncheon Series 
today  

GREETERS 

03/5 Allen & Gwen 
Jenner 

03/12 Nina Jones & 
Pam Moore 

03/19 Mark & Bitsy 
Horton 

03/26 - Kevin, 
Mara & Kylie 
 Dassell 

MARCH 26, 2017 

Make plans to join us at the 10:30 
a.m. service to welcome David 
Westfall, as he portrays Judas 



 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

Please make plans to join the 
Men of the Church for food and 
fellowship on Saturday, March 
11, 7:30 a.m., in the Church 
Fellowship Hall.  Please contact 
Gary Thomas for more details 

A Lenten Study:  

We will study Jen Hatmaker's 
Book "7: An Experimental Mutiny 
Against Excess" on Sunday nights 
through Lent (February 26- April 
9 at 6pm each week). To request a 
copy of the book, contact Becky 

Durham. All are welcome.  

YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY UPDATES 

All Church Board Game Night: Join us on Friday night, March 24 from 6-9 p m. 

for dinner and a night of Board and card games of all types for all ages. Bring your 

favorite game and join us! A $2.00 donation per person to help with dinner expense 

will be appreciated! 

 

Youth Group Retreat: 6-12 grade students are headed to Madisonville March 3-4 

for the Presbytery’s Annual Winter Get-Away.  See Becky if you need more  

information. 

Ministerial Society Lenten Lunch Series 

03/08 - First Christian Church 

03/15 - Community Baptist Church 

03/22 - First United Methodist Church 

03/29 - Presbyterian Church  

04/05 - St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

04/13 - Maundy Thursday - Zion United 
  Church of Christ 

04/14 -Good Friday - Holy Name of Jesus 

04/16 - Easter Sunrise - Methodist  

  Hospital Garden 

Please note that volunteer help and sup-
port will be needed from the Church to as-

sist in hosting the service and luncheon on 
March 29.  Sign-up sheets will be in the 
Fellowship hall soon, with information on 
the food donation needs and volunteer 
time schedules. We will be recruiting help 
on Tuesday for set up and decorating, 
greeters and assistance during the service, 
food preparation and serving, as well as 

clean up and take-down on Wednesday.  
Please prayerfully consider where your 
time and talent can be the most beneficial 
to the  church and community. If you need 
further information, please contact Ruth 
Clum. 


