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Happy New Year! 

 

I cannot believe that I have been your interim pastor for over 5 months! The 
time has flown past so quickly. As I have told many in the church, I have  

thoroughly enjoyed celebrating this past Advent season with you. You are a  

wonderful, faithful, loving, and enjoyable congregation. 
 

In the New Year, people often make new goals, resolutions, and new directions 

to live out the next 365 days of the year. What would it look like if a church 
were make a New Year’s resolution? What would that be? 

 

After being with you for five months, I would love to see this church live out the  
following verse — Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear 

fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in 

me. (John 15:4) 
 

I believe the “fruitfulness” of this congregation is absolutely dependent upon our 

ability to “abide” in Christ. What does that mean? 
 

The vine and fruit imagery was a familiar one in the first century where grape 

vines were a symbol of prosperity and God’s blessing. In early Jewish coins and 
art, you can find images of grapes abundantly flowing from a fertile vine. 

 

I love this rich theological word, “abide.” The word emphasizes the idea of our  
complete dependency upon Christ. The word also means to remain or be at 

home with Christ. It also implies to continue Christ’s teaching, to live a life in 

complete obedience to Jesus Christ. The way I look at it, it comes down to basic 
discipleship as followers or apprentices of Jesus Christ. The degree to which we 

abide in Christ will be the degree we will see the fruit of our ministry. 
 

Got fruit? In this new year, I would love for this church to “cling to Jesus” like 

never before so that we can watch God bless this church with a fruitful ministry 
beyond imagination. 

 

Pastor Eric 



 

DECORATIONS 

The decorations in the sanc-
tuary  are provided by Betty 

Norment. Your time and tal-
ent are appreciated by all! 

Looking ahead, our space 
will be decorated  during  

February by Suzi Chishlom 
and Martha Hodge.  

   Birthdays 

01/05  Bobby Adler 

01/07  MacKenzie Smith 

01/10  Ginny Sue Floyd 

01/14  Willie Ann Brock 

01/19  Lucy Williams 

01/20  Pete Lambert 

01/22  Bob Harvey 

01/22  Breck Norment 

01/23  Cindy Link 

01/24   Riley Link 

01/24   TM Maple 

01/25   Paisley Dickinson 

01/25   Leslie Rideout 

01/26   Chaela Patrick 

01/30   Lilly Patrick 

01/31   David Williams 

A belated birthday wish is extended to 

Peggy Williams, who celebrated her birth-
day on 12/21.  We apologize for this not 

being listed in the December newsletter. 

Anniversaries  

01/04  Walt & Evonda Dickinson 

Please note:  If any of this information is 
incorrect, or if we are missing your impor-

tant date, please contact the church office 

and we will update our records! 

Birthdays and 
Anniversaries 
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CCO COLLECTION 

We will  be collecting dental/oral 
hygiene products during Janu-

ary, 2017 for the Christian Com-
munity Outreach program.  

Thank you for your generous 
support of this organization. 

Just to update you, during the  
month of December, you donated 

59 packages of stuffing mix. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT  

SUPPERS 

Plans are for the weekly  

program to begin on the first 
Wednesday of February.  Please 

watch for more details and  

information to come in the 

weekly bulletin and newsletters. 

GREETERS 

01/01/2017 Cindy 

Thweatt 

01/08/2017 TBA 

01/15/2017  TBA 

01/22/2017  TBA 

01/29/2017  TBA 



 

Adult Sunday School 

Please join us in the Fellowship hall at 
9:30, for Adult Sunday Learning.  We 

view a video from authors like John Ort-
berg, Phillip Yancey, Max Lucado, Ray 
Vander Lann and others.  Each series is 

5 or 6 sessions and has many good in-

sights. Discussion follows the video.   

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

Please make plans to join the Men of the 

Church for food and fellowship on Sat-
urday, January 14, 7:00 a.m., in the 
Church Fellowship Hall.  We will meet at 
the Church and travel to a local restau-

rant for breakfast.  Pleas contact Gary 
Thomas for more details 

A SPECIAL NOTE OF  

APPRECIATION IS  

EXTENDED  

To Mac Arnold, Molly Ershig  

Galloway, Mark Horton and Cindy 
Thweatt for your service and dedi-
cation to the church’s Session.  

Appreciation is also  

extended to Don Ershig who has 
served on the Board of Trustees.  
We welcome to the Session Tom 
Mioduszewski, Glenn Ridley and 
Gary Thomas to the Session, and 
Pete Lambert to the Board of Trus-

tees.   
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YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY UPDATES: 

Family Movie Night: Join us on Friday, January 20 at 6pm 
for dinner and a movie in the church fellowship hall! Feel 
free to wear pajamas, bring blankets, and come enjoy some 
family fellowship. Cost: $2 per person eating dinner. RSVP 

with Becky Durham (beckydurham@preschurchky.org) 

Youth Group Lunch: Join your youth group (Grades 6-12) 
friends on Sunday, January 22 for lunch at Penn Station 
Subs after church. We'll meet at the church at 11:45 or at 
Penn Station at noon. RSVP to Becky! Parents can pick up 

at Penn Station at 1:15 or at the church at 1:30. 

mailto:beckydurham@preschurchky.org

