
 

 

 

The Longest Night Service 
December 21, 2016, 6:30 pm 

Presbyterian Church of Henderson 
 

Note: An asterisk * indicates that you are invited to stand as you are able. 

Bold Print indicates that the words are spoken or sung in unison. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP       

In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God 

All things were made by God, and without God nothing came to be. 

What came to be through God was life, and this life was the light of the 

world. 

The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

*HYMN    PH #36      In the Bleak Midwinter 

 

LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE   

(See the insert) 

 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CANDLE LIGHTING 

 Individuals are invited to come forward and light a tealight from one of the  

four candles, as each remembers particular people and situations. You may 

leave your lit candle on the table. 

 

PRAYER         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HYMN   PH #53      What Child Is This? 

 

HEAR THE WORD 

Leader: In this scripture Jesus shares the parable of the feast to which many 

are invited but choose not to come, and others who have felt alienated are 

invited to the feast. In God's divine order, all are invited; no one is excluded. 

Reader 1: Luke 14:15-24       

 

Leader piled on top of other burdens, the load can crush us. In his promise, 

Jesus offers us help to carry our burdens and responsibilities. We do not 

have to bear them alone, he will always help us. 

Reader 2: Matthew 11:28-29      

 

Leader: Our world, with its hurts and hatred, is not the way God would have 

us live. God's kingdom promises something so startlingly new that it takes 

our breath away. Those who weep now will not weep later. There will be no 

need of tears. 

Reader 3: Revelation 21:1-7       

 

PRAYER               

 

*HYMN     PH #44     O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 
POSTLUDE 

 

  



 

 

 

Litany of Remembrance 
 

(The first candle is lit.) 

We light this first candle to remember those whom we have loved and who are no longer 

with us. We pause to remember clearly, their faces, their voices, their bodies. We 

embrace and give thanks for the memories that bind them to us in this season of 

expectation, when all Creation waits for the Light. 

We remember them with love. May God's eternal love surround them. 
 

(Sung to O Come, O Come Emmanuel) 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here, until the son of God appear 

Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, 0 Israel. 

(A period of silent reflection) 

 

(The second candle is lit.)  

We light this second candle to remember the pain of loss: loss of relationships, loss of 

trust, loss of jobs, loss of health, loss of faith, the loss of joy. We acknowledge and 

embrace the pain of the past, O God, and we offer it to You, asking that into our wounded 

hearts and open hands You will place the gift of peace, shalom. 

We remember that through You all things are possible. 

Refresh, restore, renew us, 0 God, and lead us into Your future. 

 

O come thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest all things mightily 

To us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go 

Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, 0 Israel. 

(A period of silent reflection) 

 

(The third candle is lit.) 

We light this third candle to remember ourselves this Christmas time. We pause and 

remember the past weeks, months, and for some of us years, that have been heavy with 

our burdens. We accept and lay before you, God, the sharpness of memory, the sadness 

and grief, the hurt and fear, the anger and pain. We accept and lay before you the ways 

we feel we have fallen short, and the times we have spent blaming ourselves, and you, 

for all that we have suffered. We accept and lay before you the time we have walked 

alone, in darkness; and in knowledge of our own mortality. 

We remember that though we have journeyed far, and that, while lost, we may have 

turned away from the light, the light itself has not failed. 
We remember that though winter be upon us and though the night be dark, with the 

turning of the Wheel the dawn will come, and dawn defeats the darkness. 

 

O come thou day-spring, come and cheer our spirits by thy advent here 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadows put to flight 

Rejoice, rejoice Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

(A period of silent reflection) 

 

(The fourth candle is lit.) 

We light this fourth candle to remember faith, the gift of light and hope that God offers to 

us in the stories of Hanukkah and of Christmas, 

which both also began in abandonment, insecurity, and humbleness, in a time of war and 

in a poor stable. 

We remember that the loving God who kept the light shining in the temple and who came 

to share this life with us promises us comfort and peace. 

We remember the One who shares our burdens, who shows us the way to the Light, 

and who journeys with us into all our tomorrows. 

 

O come desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind 

Bid then our sad, divisions cease, and be thyself our King of Peace 

Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

(A period of silent reflection and individual candle lighting.) 


